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NOTES

I \ e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h c  t c x t  o f  l  v c r b . r l  c o n l l l l L l n l c : r r l o
a col loqr-r iunr or)  Distuasion encl  Culcurc,  n.e. , r i r . . l  by y '

n r a d c  r t

-+

Paris-lV Univcrsity 's Ccnrrc cl 'étucles cr dc- .". .1r.r.1,.r#
ct lcs confl i rs, fronr 28 to 30Jrnuary 19t32. , /

Irrdiarr tr .rdit iorr ho]ds th.rt  trrc -4rtrt , tsastr,r isr. . t /r .  ruork of .r  I l rai ' ' iu
krrorvn as Kauti ly;r,  a nrinistcr in rhe cottrt  , /Ch;rndr:rsupte, lountlcr oftlrc M.rury.r cly'asty, :r'd gra'rlfath 

", 
of l(, e'rpcror Asok:r, rvho rr-rleclovcr Mas.rcl lu (I l ihar) durirrg thc l .rst d.rrrc, oË ,1," fourth ccntury BC

Thcrc is 'o sol icl  fourrcl,r troi f . ,  
,{r 'L,cl ic[ Ir  , .  ; ;" ; ; l ; ; . ; ; ; ' , ] , ;credibly bel ieved uorv rhat trr is rvd, at leasc i .  the for 'r  i '  rvhich i t  has

Vi&-e^,*- / tr|o^ - V i&2" cc - Sa"'^z--

t+;^J-' Pzt*f"l;'/e-s

beeu handed dorvn, gocs btc\.6 thc first ccnrury ÀD. .fhere 
c.\ists rrlc 'r l iausrivc E'cl ish tra.srarion o.f rhc re.rr by R.p Ka'glc (I lonib.ry,,  1963).

I 'F rcnch '  a  h igh l igh t  was  thc  l ' ' o ra tcd  l ' i l  t ra ,s ra tc t r  c . r t r . rc rs  i '
Yj 

ortlrlutl,'tt's Kautil/a, l'Artrnsdstra, b'fntirc poritiqttc dc rlttrlc rrttcicttttc
(Marcel l l . iv ierc, Paris, l97l).

Aftcr beins rc-discovcrecl,  l t  thc bcginning of thc trvcrrt icth ccl)tury,
t lrc Art lnsastra l ias bec' t 'c subjcct oi,  gr"., ,  r .rr.rrrrbcr of studics :r 'd
anrlyscs. I ' . !Tie i ' rprcssive bibl iograpr-,y tr, . t  hls th's resu.lrct l ,  r .ucrr iou
trrttst bc rr4ile of H. Scharfc, 

_Urrlcrr rrclurrtgctr zur Strt,trsrcclttlcltn: dcs K,ttttilya,
Otto Ffârrassorvitz. Wicsbadcn, l96g .,ra f .n. Tr.rutnr.ruu, Krrtrr i !1,a ,111,!t l rc . / ihnsastnr, l l r i l l ,  Lciclen, 1 971.

}'1-lns1, 
tus sourccs tûr trrttit dans /c sysrt),rc traditiotutL,r dc r'rtrtrt:.Mourorr.

TParis, p. 249 sq., 19(fl.

tzr,t'. \-à J'M, ?ry
Eoi. nuf (Qàa ) ''
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Magical Violence and
Witchcraft in Kerala

GILLES TARAI]OUT

Non-Violence:

Vc.lic Indi.r, for so long tl-rc rorch beelcr oi lrt attd scietrcc, is also thc
Iend of fai4,-l ikc urhantncnt-c as rvcll x petfdiots,r, 'rgir. Both arc taught
bv the Vedas arrd borh rverc revealed by Brahnra hinrsclf.

DR. PARAMANANDA MARIADÀSSOU.
Médccittc trnditioturcllc de I'Infu: la nngic tnire

f'liaditional tr4cdicitrc itr hrdia: I3lack Ma.qicl

OVERVtEw*

Kcrair is r hud of enchantnrent itr tu'o rvays, Its nacur:rl beaury and the
rcilncnrcnt of its irùabitants, the Maleyll is, ' rvould charm thc traveller
sensitivc to th(' trâllquil rh,vthnrs of rurl l l i fe, e nabling hinr to partrke
oi thc quictudc rvhich Picrrc Loti felt nc.rrly a century aqo about
Travlu corc:

It is] r rcgion of happy tranquil l i ty, cut olf from thc frenzied dctrizcns
of this century, isolated and sprred bencath coconut palm arches.' (Lotr
1920: 3r)

l lut Kerala is also 'pre-cnrinently the land of magic and sorcery'
(Padrrrarrabha Mcnon 1937:204), â reputation trmly established al^
ovcr Southern India ar.rd Sri Lanka. Rare is thc fanrily t l.rat can clainr
l levcr to havc bcen the objcct of occult attacks b1'an enemy (though
this docs not ruake it a pcrpctual obsession either). Sr.rch suspicion is
rooted in a climate of euvy, scandal mongering and lorv blows, poisoning
frequently sociai relationships. Kerala uray olïer few examples of openly
violent coufl ict: but passions exprcss thcmselvcs in more discreet, but
uo less fearsonre, urodalit ies (cf. Obeyesekere 1975, in the corltcxt of
Sr i  Lankr) .

Tl.re ainr of this papcr is to lrrcscnt sonre facts and discourses pertaining
to rvitchcraft in Kcr;rla. particularly in Sor-rtl.rern Kerala (tl.re former
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kingdorns of Cochin and f i lvuncore). ' l -hc plpcr rvi l i  hrvc to l i rnit

i tsclf to r l thcr gcue ral indications, for trvo rersons: f i rst l1,,  15 f;rr :rs Soutl-r

Irrcl ia is conccrncd, l i t t lc h: is bccn dorte on t l-rc strbjcct; :r t tr l  scct>trdlr ' ,

thc 1.1'g5g111 inrl tr i ry is st i l l  r t  l  prcl irnin:r ly stnqc. Ficlclr\ . 'olk s' : ts. iotrc:ts

. in cxtcrnal obscrvcr: I  u' l ts i t t  l lo w:r\/  l inkcd to thc Pos'e rs or thc strkcs

in', 'olvcd.Truc, the necd for :rnd thc rvcalth oi irossibi l i t ics oftcrccl by
'par t i c ip : r to ry  obscrv : t t ion '  l t r t vc  bccn h igh l igh tcc l  t ry  thc  s ,o rk  o l -

Favrct-Srr:tcl : t  (1977) ;rnd C:tt t tus (1988) on u' i tchcr' : t f t  in Fr:rncc. Thc

sitrr l t iou hcrc is cl i f lcrcnt: l  Europc:rn's prcsc.l lcc ut u r i tui l l  nr ight possibly

cuhuucc i ts rcputat ion in thc eycs oi thosc rvho prrt icip:rtc in i t ,  lbr i t

nieans its finre has spread bcyond loc:ri contrncs. But lpart t}onr providing,

occrrsional ly such an involuntr iry quarantcc, thc al icn obscrvcr in Kcr:r l :r

is perccivcd r-rsul l ly as bcing otrtsidc thc sphere of act ion of loc:r l  occtr l t

powcrs. LIc'ckrcs not bclourr '  to thr: pl:rcc, r ' ' 'hich nirtkcs hirrr both irrrrnlrrtc

r rnc l  ino f tcus ivc .  I t r  o r r l c r  to  bccot t rc  u 'h ; r t  Favrc t -S l . r t1 : r  (1977:23)  c l l l s
' l  pos'cr-cnclorvcd-one ( l  sorccrcr, an exorcist) ' ,  vou r. tccrl  hclc :r

l i c t l ig rec .  o r  t l i v i r r t '  l cq i t i r r r . r . l ' ,  r t t ' i t l r t ' r '  o l -s 'h i . l r  t l r t '  l ' 1çs 'ç111 r r  l i te  r  c . r r r

cl : l l l r i  to possess.

A tcrnriuologicl l  clari f icat iorr nccds to bc issucd. Fol lorving Evrns-

Pritch:rrcl 's (1937) u'ork in Z:rnclc colultr) ' ,  anthropolow' iu thc Enqlish

l lnguagc h:rs st 'ruret inrcs cl ist inquishetl  bctrvccn 
'u' i tch' und 'sorccrcr ' .

Thc f lrst tcrrn is usetl  to t lcsir lrr t tc pcoplc u'ho :trc srrpposctl  to pos-\css

a  p : r r t i cu l r r r  powcr  b1 ' t l - rc rnsch 'cs ,  rv l - r i l c  thc  l r t t c r  t c r r r r  t l cscr i | . rcs

l) l ' : lct i t iol)crs rvhosc cft jcrc,v is csscntialh'  tc 'chnir- l l .  Sirrce t l-rcrr,  this cl is-

t inc t ion  hns  bccor t rc  rc l : t t i vc .  l -cs ' i s  (19 t3( r :  11)  cons idcrs  i t  to  bc  rnorc

thc cxccptiolr thrn thc l tr lc ;rnc1 spc:rks, cioubtlcss in hunrour, lbout
'Z:rrrcic cultur:r1 in4re r i l l isnr '  i t r  anthropoloqical the orl ' .  Tô F:rvrct-Sl:rt i l

( l ( )77 :27) , thcsc  conccpts  app l i cd  to  thc  l : rcnch c : rscs  shc  s tuc l i cc l  : r rc 'as

diftcrcnt ls ' l \ r 'ccdlcdtrnr i i 'onr 
-fu'ccdlcclcc'.  

In Kcr:r l .r .  too. i l  l l rorc or

lcss sirni l :rr  si t tnt iou olrt :r ins, so thc r l ist inct ion sccnrs ur) l lcccss:lr \ , .

T l rc  M: r l . ry ; r l ; rn r  tc rn r  t t t t t t t l rou td i ,  o r '  ' cxpcr t  in  rn : rn tn rs ' ,  c : rn  bc

rcnc lc rc . l  : rccord i t rg  to  thc  co t r tcx t  : t s ' cxorc is t ' , ' r tuq ic i ln '  o r ' sorccrc r ' .

t \Lu t th ts : r rc  vc rb . r l  o r  phon ic  to r r r r r r l . rc  u ' l r i c l r  . r rc  s . r i . l  to  l r ,n 'c  t l r c  c . rp . r -

ci ty to act rvhcn propcl ly uttcrcd, nrurrnulcci or j trst evokccl in thc

r r r i r r i l .  M a s t c r i n q  l r , l r l r , r s  i s  t l r c  c o r c  o f  s o n r c  i r r i t i . t t i c  t l i s t ' i I l i r r c s
( ' tan t r i snr ' ) ,  cu : r t r l inq  thL-  p r rc t i t ionc l ' to . rcqu i rc  cx tmorc l iu : r rv  po \ \ ' c rs

(siddlrt):rnd spir i tu;r l  :rw:trcncss. At thc' s.trnc t inre, i t  is thc vcrl '  t i rrrncl.rt ion

ol: roirt i r ic ctr l t  pr:rxis. In this pi lr t icul:rr tcchnic:r l  respcct, ntdnîrdtnl i l t l
( ' n r : rq ic ' , ' so rcc ly ' , ' r v i t chc l l t t ' )  c : l r ) l lo t  bc  l lu ' r rvs  c le l r l l '  c l i s t ingu ishcd

1l 'onr t l icsc orcl in:rnr Dmctlccs.
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This p:rpcr l iurs to study thc ideologicai and social condit ions that

cnrrble ,rr. i i . . t  notl-violctrcc to bc cultural ly constructcd as a v:r lue' in

opposit iorr to occtr l t  violcncc l t  bcqins by examinitrg accus;l t ious of

*ii.h.."rt rvitSi' the f.'rcrvork of cx;:rlar.ratio's tor '.risfortu'e'The',

e t-clv cxanrplcs rvi l l  point to t l-rc social c()ntcxt in rvhiclt  sttch accusatiotrs

arc art iculatcd. I '  t i ie f i ' rr l  plrt  oithe ' lpcr,rvi tc6crrtt  rvi l l  be studied

a s a t l t c o r v o f s p i r i t u ; r l p o w c r , b o t h a t t l . r e l c v c l o f t l . r e p c r s o n a n c l a t t h c

l c v c l o f s c , c i c r y . T o b c g i r r r v i t h , l c t r t t c r c c l l l b r i c f l i ' s o t l r c c l r a r : r c t c r i s t t c s

oi Kcr:r l l  soclctv.

SOCIETY IN KEI\ALA

Accorci inq to thc 1991 Cctrsus, Kcnla had at that t inrc 30 nri l l ion

i 'h : rb i t : r ' t s  T 'hc  d ispcrscc l  sc t t l c t r rc t r t  pa t tc r l l '  c i r l r l c tc r i s t i c  o f  th is

re siotr,  lncl I  . . 'cr,v high clcnsit l t  in popul:rt ion (744 peoplc pcr sqtl l rc

ki io, lr . t ." ,  ne:rr ly 3 t inrcs thc rt ' t t iol lal  indian avcr;rgc) cntai ls that there

is Do not:rblc nlptr lrc betwcen towtts attt l  thc cotttr t tyside. Most ci ty

du'c11crs, in l lct,  t lui tr t l i t r  thcir rurl l  l inks'

Mlhl 'al is arc just iy proud oi t l tc high l i ter lcy rate i tr  thc Statc-

nlorc thrn 90 pcr .", . , t  of thc popul:rt iotr 'Thcre are pcriodicals'  dai ly

ncws-p:Ipers, wcckl ics :rrtd other publ icl t ions i tr  great r l t l t l lber; a highly

c,rolv.] . l  pol i t ic;r l  culturc; siqDif ic:rrrt  lcvcls of t t tr iouiz: i t iot. t ;  rvidcsprcad

... . . ." , ' "* :rbotrt  hvqicr-, . , . , , .1 cf lcct ivc birt l .r  corl troi.  i rr  :r  rvord, t l rrs

prcrlolt i in:rnt lv ugr icÏ l t trr . t i  socicn" \ 'hi lc rcttr: l i t r i trq dccpl,v col lscrvrl t lvc

in ccr-t:r in l .csPccts, rs r.viclclv ()1)e l i  to thc ttrodcrtr \Vorld in tul l i l '  others.

Irr ]rkl i t ion, t l -rc h,ql]  clcnsitY oi l .ropulet ion 1r:ts lcd to cttr iqr:t t iot l  o\:crsc:rs

Int l  to ot l-rcr p:rrts oi lncl irr .  I t  hrts fccl,  too,; l l l  i t t icttsc local contpcti trotr

ior cvcryt l .r i rr ! ,  t l .o,D :rct lrr ir inr l  l lDcl to gctt irr t l  sc;t ts i tr  trnivcrsit ics : tnd

rvSitc_coll.rr.1obs (rtrorc tira,i l.,ilioithosc rvSo 5:r'c co.rplctcd scco'cl:rry

school lrc ul lcl l lployccl).

A b o t r t e t j t i l r . o i t l r c i . l o ; r r . r l a t r o r r i s M u s l i r r r , e s i r l r i l a r t l u t r r b c r r s

christ i :rn, thc rcnrr ining thrcc-f i t ihs bcins Hindu. Thc thrce faiths

hevc cocxistcd ior ccnturics in hrrtuotry, rvl-r icl-r t locs uot prccludc

occ ls io t l l l p rc jud icco fcvc l l , so l l l c t i l l l es 'cor i t ] i c ts .Ar r ro l lg thcHi r idus ,

the tr: i r l i t ionnl clstc I t icrarchi,  clr l  bc sinrpl i trcci r trd reprcsctrtcd as

tol los's (cxclrrcl ing .r l l  th:rt  is trot rclcv:ttr t  to this p'r1tcr):

I l l : rhtrt ins, oi ' ;rurc'  birth, rvi th :rcccss to Vccl ic l \cvclat ioD' Thcy are

ti ' rv rn rt t , , t t l r .1. ( lcss thrin 1 pcr cctrt  oithc poptt l :r t ion) rncl t l iv ided into

scvcr:rl sub-c:tstcs, altopg rvhich wc l]):rv tnctrtiotr t,or thc prcscnt purposc:
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(a) the Na'rbudiris, forr'erly orga'ized i '  patri l i 'car Houscs rvhicir
helcl oftc' superior rights to l:r 'd.r I '  cco'o'ric ard polit ical tcr'rs,
their porver is now a tl.r ing of thc past, though scvcr;rl Hotrses co'ti-
nuc to cnjoy local prcstirc. Nanrbudiris arc sti l l  thc forcnrost in
ritu:rl hicr:rrchy. Sorrrc Na'rbudiri Hotrscs arc k'ow' to practicc
ntdn î rûr i l l  dt t t .

f t)  Trnri l  Brah'r i 's sctt lcd for ce'rurics i '  thc fbr 'rer kirrsdonr of
cochin.They take l i t t lc pert i '  the r i tual l i fc of Maleyaris, b'r so'rc
rrc rrstroloqcrs (thcy : irc nrcutionccl herc ibr this rcason).

-A o'c ti'rc 'rartial castc, thc Nayars, rvho lravc ar elcvatccl local
status. ' l -ho'qh they do'ot havc acccss toVedic k'or,vledgc a'd erc, at
least i '  thcory, part of thc pa'- lndi:r,  Shudrl câtcqory, they rverc
fbr 'rcr ly considcred the ' lorcls 

of Kcrala'.  Sig' i i ica't  i .  ' rr ' rbers,
the Naylrs rvere orga' izcd, u' t i l  the begi ' ' i rg of this ccl l tury, i '
rnatr i l inclr Houscs. with the powcr to bcsto'uv l i fc and death on the
lo'nvcr castcs, thc hirrher . l t tong thertr 'sccl to co'trol botl-r larcl . 'd
rncn, unde r the overal l  authority of l lajas or of Nanrbudir is. They
continuc to play l  clccisive part in prcsent-dly rr-rr l l  und urbun Kcrala
socicry rvhcre rnany have gone in t l .rc l iber:r l  prolessions.

-Nunrerous câsrcs of lorve r status, considcrecl 'pol lut inq,ancl t l .rcrciorc'untouchablc'  
by thc uppcr c: lstes. The acts of publ ic discrinrination

that thcy uscd to strf lèr havc norv dis:rppcarcd,torbidcrcn by thc corst i-
tut ion of Incl i . .  Ma'y of thcsc sroups co't in'c, ho*,cvcr, to bc hclr l  in
contcnrpt.Yct, thc sit tr :r t ion is not uni iorrrr.Thc Ezh:rvns, u,hosc 'c:rstc-

]ct ivi ty '  is todciy t :rppirrg, ;rrc irr  Lrct otteu pcaslnts :rrrt l  srpal l  l rcrcf i lpts.
Sincc thc bcginni 'g o[ this ccntury, thcy have taken grcnt strrt lcs up
thc social laclde r,  now cve n rtrbbi 'g shoulclers rvith thc Nlyars, cspe ci,r l l1,
in torvns. The Kauivans, or astrologcr-exorcists, dcspitc thcir scicncc,
rrc st i l l  consiclcrccl s ' i th preluci icc.Thc pr-r l lvans lncl p:rr:ry;rns, csscrrr iul l l ,
rqricultural rvorkers rvho rvcrc bonrlc-d sl:rvcs in carl icr t iures. continuc
to  bc  v ic t in rs  o ios t r l c is r r r .

EXPLAININc IVIISFORTUNE

MULTII'LICITIES

A singlc .r isfortu'c cl '  bc cxpl:r i 'ed iu scvcral siurulta'cous *. lvs. 1lt
dif lèrcnt lcvcls.Tike tbr instancc Gopal, an eciucrre. l  vounrr nrrrr l .rorrr
rrn :ifflucnt N:ry:rr tirnrily in Trivlnclrurn, rvho tclls horv his f:rthcr. ;rn
ol l lcial in the Forcst Dcirart,rcnt, dict l  of canccr l  lcrv ycars:rqo. Sonrc
t inrc before his ciclrh, rvhe'apparcnrly st i l l  i r  soo.l  hc.r l th, hc hac-l  l rce'
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to scc his rstrologcr, I  corlul ' lor l  practicc in Keral:r.  Thc astrologcr

infornred hinr that dcath was Iiot far arvay. Iu a corroboratitrs siqtr, an

o',vl perched on his bed a lèrv days before thc fatctul day. Besides, Gopal

and his fanri ly bcl icvc that thc father's col lcagucs, nrot ivatcd by jcalor"rsy

about his succe ssfui c: lrcer, brought about l .r is dcath by cal l ine upon thc

services of a sorccrcr.

As can bc seen, thrce levcls o[ intcrplay arc tnrde expl ici t  hcrc:

1 . arr ovcrl l l  dctcrnrinisrn, u'hcrc stcl l :rr  posit ions lre sit trultatre ously

c:rusc and syrnLrol,  giving ttrathetnatical ly thc nronrcnt of dcath (rvith

othcr signs conring ls confirnrat ion);

2. hunran nnlcvolcncc springing fronr ctrvy, which cal ls r"rpon invisiblc

lorces and brings fort l-r  thc pccul iari ty of the cvcnt: why did t l i is

rnan,  en joy ing  fu l l  hea l t l r  and prosper i ty ,  c l ie  sudden ly  in  th is

part icular rvay?

3. a nrcdical let iologl ' ,  sccrt clcarly as thc i tnrnccl iatc causc of dclt l .r

but, at thc slnrc t iruc, rcducccl to bc only :r nrani icst:rt ion of thc

othcr two causcs.

At a st i l l  highcr level of ex;r l lnl t ion, some pcople night invokc

rctr ibution tbr past decds, rcferr ing to the 
'cloctr i trc '  of f t( l rrrr. l  (Skt.,

'act io11, dccd'),  although nrore ol lcn than not i t  :rppe lrs r l  rathcr lbstract

discourse .r For inst:rncc, K.N.I l .  As.tn, : t  K. ini; 'an astroloqe r rvhonr rvc

shall  nrcct lqain l :r ter, ci tcs a S:rnskri t  vcrse attr ibutccl to thc slqcs oi

yorc (r lr l rar1,r l) :

p r t n,t--j d r t tt t tt- kr t ûil t p d p tu t I

v), tdlt i -ntpta jayatc

'Thc f:rult  donc in l  prcviot-ts Lrir th f lrrcls rcbirt l .r  in the sl.r :rpc of

disc:rsc in this l i fè. 'a

Horvcvcr, in his conuncntrry oi t l -re above ve rsc, Asatt uttdcrscorcs

that onc's orvn dccds in a prccccl i trq l i tc arc trot t ieccssari ly thc cle cisivc

clcrrrcnts: ' 'Wl-r:rt  cnrrblcs t l-re :rstroloqcr to col)clurlc rvhcthcr thc disceses

in the prescnt l i fe rre thc cotrscquetrces of t l .re rvicked deeds o1- thc

person concerncd in l .r is previous birth, or dotre by his father or his

patcrnal ancestors, or done by his nrother or his uratcrtral parcnts, is thc

posit ion of thc st:rrs [ .  .  . ] .  The clccds of an ancestor c:ur thcrcforc ruin

the life of a persor.r.'

Evcn :rt  this lcvel of schol:rr ly discottrse kanrr,r is trot,  thctr,  â nlcrc
'pcrsonl l '  nr: l t tLrr.  Tr:rnsfcreblc alorrq both nr:rtr i l incl l  :rnd p:rtr i l incl l

l incs, i t  is thc rcsult ,  rrnd lu at l l rnrrt t ion, of kinship sol idrr i t l ' . i
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The various levels of cxpl:rnation fbr nrisfbrtunc cornplcnrcl)t  onc

anothcr rvi thotrt  cl i t l iculty, ant. l  thcir sinnrl trncous rnult ipl ici ty, rvi th a

cor rcs l ' rond ing  r r ru l t ip l i c i t y  o f  t rc r tn rc r r ts  : t t i c l  sPcc i : r l rs ts ,  hns  bcc t r

u r r r l c rscorcc i  c lsc rvhcrc  in  In r l i ; r . / 'T l - r i s  ind ic . r tcs  t l r l t  i t  rvou lc l  bc

cr ro l )cous  to  i ru : rg i r r t ' th l t  thc -  fè l r  o [occu] t  fb rccs  is  incorup l t ib lc  rv i th
' rno t lc rn i ty ' .  As  l  r t r l c ,  l s t r : r l  in f lue  ncc  is  rcg ; t r t l r 'd  l s  sc icn t i t rc : r l l y

fbrrrrt lct l ,  so t l-rat,  tbr i trst: t trcc,:r lvcl l-cstcctttct l  ps1'clt i :r tr ist inTriv:rndrttrtr

bclrs orr onc of his f lnr:crs :r l i rrq u' i th :r rct l  srpphi lc l l rc: lnt to :rvcrt thc

n i : r l c t l c  in f l l r cnce o f  S : i tu rn . ;  Thc  poss ib i l i t l '  th . r t  occu l t  o r  rn . rq ic : r l

tb rccs ; r rc  r r t  phy  cx is ts  thcrc fo rc  u ' i th in  thc : rcccp t t - t l  o r r l c r  o i th ings .
' fhis 

r locs l iot l l )ca11, of cottrsc, t l rat cvcrv pr: lct i t ioncr oi nrrrgic cnjoys

thc  M. r la i ' : r l i s ' con f ic lcncc .Ar rd ,  lo r  sonrc  pcop lc ,  rv i t c l rc r ; r t t  i s  c lc f rn i tc ly

x sr. lpcrst i t ion of thc pi lst,  : l  thine of clrurl :r t ;rns l l l r ' l l l t  tbr thc crcrlr .r lotrs.

In l  te'rv cuscs, horvcvcr, srrch u sccpticisn) rvi l l  h:n'c to bc :rpprccietcd

ln  co l l t cx t .

Firul lr ' ,  i t  urust bc bornc iu rnincl thlt  rvi tchcmtl is : i  f i rct of strbjcct ivc

cxpcric-ncc ( 'To t l iosc u'ho h;rvc rrot bccn c:rtrqht, this docs not cxist! '

Fnvrct-S:r:rt l :r  1977 137). As : l  r l r i l t tcr o[ [ :rct,  sorccrcrs rrrc lc,rrccl not

on ly  in  runr l  : r rcns  bu t  i r t  t r rb : t r r  zo l )cs  as  u .c l l , : rs  h . rs  a lso  l rccn  obscrvcr l

c lsc rv l rc rc  i r r  I r rc l i : r  (scc ,  t i> r  i t rs t . r r rcc .  l )unr l r ' , t  1982,  on  Luckr ros ' ) .

OCCULT SOURCES OF MISFOT{TUNE

All nrisfbrtrrncs lnd i l lncsscs i l rc not nccesslr i ly cxpl;r inccl by sr.r irposing

th:rt  invisiblc forccs ulc in uct ion. Antl  s,hcn i t  is inclcc. l  thc casc,

rvitchcratl  is only onc of t i tc ur; lnv rclsol ls th: l t  c; l l )  bc plrg forrv;rrd. In

this rcspcct, spcci lying t l ' rc contcxt , ,r ' i l l  bc L-sscr)t i i l l .

Tircr-c r locs cxist a lc:tr trcd r l iscoulsc on thc topic, u' l i ich is r levclopccl

in part icrr lar by astroloeers.T'hcy l lc at t l -rc vcrv corc of thc proccss of

dctcrnrininc thc occult cluscs of nuslbrtr,rnc in Kcr:r l l ,  l l t l -rouel-r they

arc l lot thc only spccial ists, t ,or pcoplc uncler divinc posscssion n-r: iy be

corrsultcd rs rvcl l .Thcir vics's on thc subjcct ofJi:r  l  rathcr 'r :r t ion:r l iscd'

prcscr)t; l t ion oi rvh:rt  :rrc irr  l (crrr la rvidclr--hcld oprnious (but in ln

r. l l )systcr) l : i t ic rv:rv). In thc prcscnt c:rsc, infbrrnl i t iorr rv.rs t l thcrcd fronr

S.Jyotsyrr, l  T:uni i  I l r : t l ' rnr in f ionr TrichLrr, r t ,hosc vcry l l . l ruc nreal ls
'rrstroloqcr' .Jyotsylr uscs thc st:rncl:rrcl ,  locrr l  t t 'xts on ustr-oloq\r On this

prl t icuLlr topic, hc clalroratcs trpon thc 15th ch:rptcr of thc Pr,rsrr,rr l( l r(q(r lr

( 'Thc p.rth of qucstions';  Govind:rn 1987), an rrstroloqicl l  rvork rvhich

tlcals u' i th thc clucidation unc' l  rcsolut ion of cr iscs.s
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'fhc 
tr.rnr corunronl l ' rrsct l  i rr  lvl ;r l .r1' :r l .rnr to clctrotc rf l l ict iorrs r.cstr l t ing

fi 'orrr occrr l t  clr tscs is rtptt lrarirrtr , ' tnxrblc, tornlcl l t ,  blou',  u'ourtcl, :r t t lck,

clcstruct ion'.  Suclr :r f  f l ict iol is r lrc t l lcrctolc clc:rr lv Pcl 'cclvct l  : ls . lcts of

v io lcncc ,  o l - , rq l l rcss io r t  I c r l )c t r ' . l t c t l  ( ) l ]  thc i r  v ic t in rs .  l \ c lv i r rg  t rpon thc

Pr,r-çrt,rr i t , l ' (( , tr , , ,  J) 'ols\ ' : l r  l ists cle vcrt pctssiblc sol lrce s f i ;r  sttclr l tqgrcssiotts.

Thc l '  : r re  l l l  i , l c r r t i t l c t l - i r r  t i r i s  : rs t fo loq ic . l l  t l i sco t r rsc -bv  r t t t : t l vs i t tg

t l - rc  pos i t io r r  o f  t l r c  p l r rnc ts  a t  t l ) c  l l l on lc l ) t  o icons t r l t . r t io r t ,  r t t t : rn l l ys is

conrp lc r r rcn tc t l  bv  tek inq  in to  i l cc ( )un t  o t l t c r  s iq t rs ,  t t to ,  suc l t  l s  the

p l rys ic : r l  po \ t r r rc  : r r rd  bch : rv io t r r  o i thc  pcrs ( ) t )  scck i r rq  co t ts t t l t : t t io t t ,  : t s

s 'c l l  l s  nu l ) )c rous  var ious  o thcr  cvcr r ts  occr t r r in r l  i t t  t l t c  sur rou t t t l i t tgs

(c.q. rroiscs [.) '  :rplpr,r ls) ' ' :

1 .  Thc \\ ' r ' . r t l )  (( ' (T),r, ,r) oi l  qotl  or qo!ir lcss (, / , ' r , ,r) . '  '

2 .  l - l r c  s ' r . r t l r  o i  thc  t : r r r r i l v  Je i t r ' - . rs  t i i s t i r rc t  f r -o r t r  o t l t c t '  qo t ls  o r

qo . l . l csscs-c : rp l l . l c  o i  in t l i c t i r rq  ' to r t t rc t t t s ' ,  b , i , / / r , r .  T l r i s  l . t t t c r  t c r t r :

i s  p : r rc ic r r l . r r l l ' t t scd  to  c lc t ro tc  c r tscs  o f  lû l i c t io r r  l ) , , ' posscs 'ç i611.

3 .  T l rc  r r , r : r th  o f  sc rpcn ts  (sarppanr ) ,  u 'hosc  occ t t l t  po , , r -c rs  r t r l r t t t cs t

thcnrsclvcs in niqhtrtr: trcs, lcnr;r lc stcri l in ' ,  or skirt  : t t tr l  ct 'c r l iscrtscs.

Hcrc too, strch ;rt l l ict iotts l trc slrokt-tr oi:rs Û,lr/ /r ,r ,  btt t  c:t t t  l tc :rs u'cl l

s r i . l  to  be  r / , , . ' / i , r r l , ' t : tu l t ' , ' i l l r rcss ' ( l i t . ' t l c - t i ' c t ' ; in  Avr r rvcd ic  t r rc t l i c i r t c ,

i t  n rc . r r rs ' l ru r r ro r ' . t l  cor ) . \ t i t r lù r ) t ' - scc  Z i t t t t i t c rn r r t t r t  1 ( )E( ,1 )  
'F . ru l t ' ,

i r r  t l r rs  cor r tcx t ,  i s  t t ro re  o t - . r  r i t r . ru l  o r . l c r  t l t . r t t  c t t - . t  t t to t ' . r l  o r rc ,  tb r  i r t

thlrt  l rr t tcl  c,rsc thc tcrttr  pJl-): t t11 \ 'oult l  I tc prcte'rrc. l .
.1. - lhc 

s'r,r th oionc'.s iorbclrs (1,r irr).  incltrr l inr l  thc t l thcr (thc tcxt of

thc 1)r i l . ,rr ,rrt t , l -(qrul i l )cludcs in i : tct also :t t iccstors ir t  thc tt t . t tcrt t : t l

l i nc ,  i r rc l r r t l i nq  t l i c  ruo thcr ) .  I r rcspcc t ivc  o i rv l t c thcr  thcy  ; r rc  l i v i r r *

or ,1,.-.r .1, thr- r. l isplc:rsLrrc oi th.-sc l i .>r 'bcltrs lrrrt ls cxplcssiotr ls ' : t trqcr '

o r ' c t t rsc '  ( . , , r | , r r r r ) .

5 .  Thc  s ' r . r th  o f  r r  M: rs tc r  (g r r r r r ) ,  s ' l r c t l rc r  l i v i r rg  o r  t le . r t l :  onc  l t : t s  to

tc : r r  h is  c r . r rsc .
( r .  Thc  \ \ ' r i l th  o i  l J r r th t t r ins  (s in r i l . r r  pc l i l ) . Jvo ts1 ' . r r ' ,  h in tsc l i : i  l l nhr t r i t t ,

no tcs  s ' i th  : r  touch o f  hu t t to t r r  th : r t  l l t . l i c t io r ts  , . l t t c  to  l  i l nbr i r in \

c r r rsc  bc lonq l ) ( ) \ \ '  to  thc  p : rs t ,  s incc  t to  l l r ; rhn i i r r  i s  i r t rb t rc t l  r l l v l l l o rc

s ' i t l r  tbc  sor t  o i  sp i r i tu . r l  l ) ( ) \ \ ' c r  rc t l t r i r c . l  to  p roJ t lcc  c t l i ' c t i vc

n r . r l t . l i c  r  i o r r : .

7 .  T l re  i r r l l r rc r rcc  o l -p l . t r t c ts :  t l t cv  l t . rvc  l )o tc r ) t i ; ) l l v  thc t t '  ou ' t t  r r t . r l c t l c

c t f  c ' c t  (q r , r / r , r1 i r i l r , r  o r  . { r i r l r , r ,1 , r .ç / r , r r r r ) .  Lc t  t rs  l cc . r l l  t i r l t  thc  S : r r rsk r i r

u 'o t . l  .qnr / r , r ,  o r  p l r t r t c t ,  l i t c r . r l l t '  t t t t : r t t s  
' l to l t l ,  q r ip ,  . rbduc t io r t ' .  Thc

tcn l i  l s  uscd  i l l  ; r r t c ic t t t  t cx ts ,  r r re t i i cn l  o r rcs  i t r  p ; t f t i cu l i l r ,  to  dcnotc

r n r r l c t l c  b c i n q s  o I r l ' h o n r  t h c  c h i c i i s  S k l n d : r  ( T h i t c  l 9 U 2 :  l l t f  , ' + 1 ) .
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8. Thc rvnrth or rcts of unsrt istrcd dcads,prclrr.  Poptr l ;rr  inr:rginrrt iou
d is t i rg r - r i shes  be tu 'ce '  var ious  k i 'ds  o f  s t rc l . r  cv i l  dcac ls  a rd
irrcorporatcs thcnr ;r l l  lntou{I thc bltr t t tutr,  thosc danqcrous beings
rvhich lbrrrr turbulcnt hordcs rrncl co.st i t tr tc thc lrrnics of various
divinit ies. fhcy ottcn torl l lcnt their vict inr throush posscssion
(ba ' l lm) . t l

9. Tlre evi l  cvc, cal lct l  in this contcxt r/rslrt i ,  r .vlr ich int l icts doslrartr or
barl l  ra. Accorcl i 'g to s. Jyotisyrr :r 'd the prosr r, t trrdrggd, r,  the tcr 'r
dcnotc's thc i ' f - lucncc of vari .us i .visiblc cnti t ics.Thc trc:rt ise l ists
cichtccn of thcr '  (sr-rch .s 1lafts/ra_ç-crr,  C*tdltdr,*t ,  Blrrtnrt,  cïc.)
rvhich crrn posscss thcir vict inr.This lcar 'ed disccltrrsc dit le rs t ionr
popullr  us;rgc rvlr ich clrarvs clearly a cl i l fc 'rcncc irctu,ccn thc
afl l ict ions causcd by such el i t i r ics (rvho act vcry rnuch iu the r 'rrnucr
of prctas rvith rvhonr thcy arc ottcn cqr,ratcd) and thc cvil cyc proper.
Tlre lattcr, in Mrrl :rvale'r,  is ter 'red knri t ,k(, t , ,  ( 'bl .rck eyc, i '_
ce'r l i l ry cyc, eye thlt  clesicc;rtcs').  I t  is :rrr i l l -dcf ircr l  rr :r lcf lc
i . f lue'cc bor'e bv sourc pe oplc, ot le'u'bck'ow'st co thcr 'se lves.
For inst:r 'ce, I  singlc u'ord f i-oni thcnr in praisc oi I  l l l l l tgo trcc
rvould strf l lcc lor i ts fr tr i t  to rot r lnci pcrish.Aprrrt  i ronr f t ,rr irrrkarl lrr ,
thcrc is l lso e'bl;rck tonsgg' ([ ' rrr irr ,r [ [rr),  to s:ry notl i int oi l  spccirr l
t c r ' r  ( f to t i , ' a rc ]c ' t  dcs i rc ' )  tb r  dcro t i .g  r l i c  c r rv io r . rs  look . t - thosc
rvho, st lrving, arÈ colt tctrrphting others' foo.l .rr

10 .  'Har rC 
po ison '  (kd iy is l ta t t r ) :  th is  i s  e  n ranr ra-cherqc t l  s t rbs t lncc

rvhich, rvhe' absorbcd or ' rerclv touchcd Lr\.  o'c r,vl .ro l i ; rs bcc'
t ; rkcn  as  tu rec t ,  dcs t roys  h is  v ic t in r  o r  b r ings  h i r r r  t rnc ic r  thc
nrg ic i lu t  abso lu tc  cont ro l . r l

1i  Thc act of etr cucrtry (,crrtrrr),  ç 'ho asks ;utcl pays I l tauiciatr for
inl l ict inq doslt ,utr or btdltd on I.r is vict iur rvi th lppropri l tc spcl ls. In
Kcre l : r ,  sc 'c r r r l  r ' , , . rc ls : r re  .sec l  to . l cscr ibc  th is  s i rcc i f i c  k i 'd  o i
occrr l t  :rqqression: ,r l t l idttr ,rrrr ( ' r .rgic, sorcer),,  rvi tchcr;rt t) ,  kslutt lnt-
ktntt t tr , t t :r  ( tbul clccd), utdt ' t tndnt (nrtrrdcr), t ,r t trnut(trtutt tn r (r lqrcler
by  dccc i t ) . ra

As a' occult sol lrcc of ' r isiortune, thcrcfbre, rvi tchcratt for 'rs p:rrt
of l  systcnr of rcprcse'tat ions rvhich l inks togethcr.vrrr ious sy'rptÀrns
of dif lèrcnt n.rture, thc l iving ancl thc clcrrd, berrcl lc lnd url lcf lc Irorvcrs,
pcrccptiblc :rnt l  occult :rctors, rvirhotrt  pl.rcing thcrn in opposit iorr rvi th
onc al lothcr. Thc clcvcrr c:rtcgorics cnr. l l rrer: l tcr i  ]bovc r lo not by . l l ly
n lc r lns  cxc l r rdc  o l l c  n r )o thcr .  Thc  c lcvcn th ,  i r r  p : r r t i cu l r r r ,  ovcr lups
r" ' i th scvcral others. Thrs, oue\ crcr)ry cor.r ld * 'el l  usc 

'h;rud poisoir '
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(Crtcgor\ '  10), brint trrtsl t isf lc. l  r lc: lds i l i to play (Catcgory 8) or scnd

v . r r io t rs  l )o rve  ls  (C: r t . 'qor r '  ' ) ) . r i

A FgtV Nntrt in' l ' tvrs

CONFLICTS

Onc of nty t i icncl,  a' Ihrrr i l  l l r l l ' rrrr in o[Trichtrr rct ircd frot l l  ; t  phartrrr-

cc l l t i c l l  b t ts incss ,  to l . i  I t t c  t i r : t t ,  o t rcc ,  h is  so l t  t : rcc t l ' p ro l l l c t t t s ' r t  n 'o rk

rv i t l r  l r i s  su Ic r i11v .  l l r : r l i rn i r rs  we rc  t l rcn  su l l i r t to l l cL l  to  pcr t i r r tn  t  l ton ta t t t

io r  p ro tcc t i ( )n .  A  / to r l ,u r  (o r  / ta t , , t r r , r r t t )  i s  a  s : rc r i t l c i : r l  r i tu l l  i t r  rvh ich

oftcr ines :rrc 1-rourcd or throwl) ir t to the s:rcrcd i l rc, but \ \ ' i thout l l l ly

r rc tu : r l  k i l l i r rg  o f  ln i r r t . t l s  i r . t  u tos t  o i  i t s  co t r tc r t lpomry  Kcr : t l r r  p rac t icc .

Such r i t tr :r ls lr lve thc rcpu1111i611 to bc cxtrctt tcl i '  porvcriul. l r l  urv fr icnd's

clrsc., thc l totrrrrtrr invoivcd l ,00i i  rc 'ci t .r t ions oi thc Strd,tr-ç/trt t t t l  t t t t t t t l rn

( r r ; r r r rcc l  to r  V ishnr . r ' s  d iscus) ,  u 'h ic l r  i s  r  t t t t t t t t rû ' to r  l t t ; rck ing ' .  Soot r ,

thc son's sit tr l t ion iruplovcd, tbr his boss wirs pror. l lotc. l  atrt- l  tntt isLarrct l

c lsc rvhcrc lTh is  c :u t rc  r ts  a t r  c lcqa t r r  t r i t r r t rp l ' r  fb r ' r ron-v io lc t t t '  B r lh tn i t t s

s'ho. in ort lcr tc 'r  dcfcnd thcttrsch'cs, hld to t l tkc rccottrsc to occult

I i ter ' :r l l r ' ,  f trr  thcWortl  is thcir \ \ 'eirP()rt  as thc srvorcl is t l .r :r t  of

thc  rvur r io t - .  F t r l thc r ,  rnv  f r i c r t t i  po i r r tc - t l  o t t t  h r , t t l to ro t rs l l ' th : r t  thc i r

cncl l l ) '  h:r. l  t tot bcctr hltr t trc. l  in .rrtv u' l t1' .

Hc h;r.1 in stot 'e : l l lothcr, ct lrr , t l lv edifying story. Prc,v to r l  C{l t l l , r  ( l l
' , ' iolcnt r lci t) ' ;  scc ir f i i r)  unlc:rshcd ort l i inr bv a close rcl:r t ivc, ; l  n) lr)

rushc.l  to . t  rvisc Br:t l i rnitr  tbr rcl ict-.  Tl.rc lJmhrrr i t t  advisecl t l ie t trett

Ir t :r inst pcrf irrut ing corrrpl ic:rtccl r t t tr l  ottctotts r i t trals, arqtt i t tg th:rt  cvi l

nrust l iot bc scnt blck to thc cncnrl ' : 'Who rre u'c t .r  Jispctrsc pul l ishl)rcl l t?

Goc l  rv i l l  t . t kc  c : r rc  o f  t l r l t l  P lo tcc t i r r r :  oncsc l f  i s  s in rp lc  t - t to t tgh .  l l cc i tc

t lrc (,-rr1,,r1ri  uttutt td lnrtutt t i r  . inr 'oktttq thc sutt : i t tcl  lc;rrt tct l  bf i3r:rhrnins

:rt  thc t inrc oi thcir ini t i :r t ion], n t l iousltrt l  ;rnd ciqht t i rr tcs crtch dl1' .

Th i l t  rc ( lu i rcs  no  n io r tc l ' , j r - rs t : r  l t t t l c  t i t t t r - . ' ' "

Accuslt ions oirvi tchcr:rf l  l i tn ir t- i l t rctt t ly ; i t  closc rcl l t ivt-s, : is is ol-[cn

thc c;rsc clscrvlrcrc in thc r l 'or l t ' i .Tlr is contr:tsts thotrqh tvi th thc obscr-

vations ofJ. F:rvrct-S.t:rd:r s 'ho t lotcs l  countcr trend i l t  thc :trcl  shc

str.rcl iccl i rr  Fr: iucc: 
'R:rrelv docs thc cxorcist accusc a rclat ivc o[ thc

vict ini , lbr thc objcct ivc of thc trcl tnrcr)t  is in t i lct to divert thc bervitchcd

pcrsr>ni violcttcc torvrrt ls rtort-rcl . t t ivcs' (F:rvrc' t-S:rat i  r t  1977 107 n. l7).

In KcrlLr, thc tcnsions rrr;rdc cxpl ici t  b1' ;rcctrslt iorts of u' i tchcr:rt t  ctrt

l c ross  f : rn r i l i cs ,  l inc lqcs ,  F Iouscs . rT  Tht rs ,  thc  son o f  n ry  f r i cnd  cvoked

thc  c : i sc  o f  ' son- rconc  c losc ' :  shc  \ \ ' Js  i r  wonr : t t r  un l l t l c  to  bear  thc
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prospcriry of hcr o'"vn brothcrs, ard shc wes seekine to rui ' thc'r by
having rccoursc to 'h:rud 

poiso' ' .  Irorvc'cr the biothcrs, ' rult iplying
l lrxve rs :rnd r i tu: i ls, coulcl rcsist thc onsl:ruqht. Final lr , ,  t l r .  ' , , , .r , . ,r , ,rr ' ru^,
u'r.askcd by hcr orvrr hr.rsbu'cl e'd rrrothcr- i ' - l ;* 'u,,  rol lorvi 'g thc
cliaqnostic of an ;rstrolt-,gcr.

Exorcists rvi th rvhorrr i t  has bcerr possible to spclk rrr:rkc si ' r i lar
st. i tcrncnts: nlost r lccus.l t ions rrr:rclc by vict irns lbcus oD rtrcrrr lrcrs of
thcir f trrrr i l ics, who arc bel icvcd to have e'rployecl cvl l  r tr , t tr tr , tv,tr l is to
s : r i r i  t l r c  t rp r rc r  h ; r r r . l  i r r  d ispr . r tcs  o r r  l l r . l ,  , r rà , r "y  ; r r r t l  i . l r c r i ta 'cc .  o '
thc contrary' ,  stranqers :rrc scldonr srrspcctccl ot-:rnythinq rrrorc than
bcirrg lblc to cnst thc cvi l  cyc.A'cl i rr  co'f l icts bct,"vcc'p"npl" of vcry
dif t trc ' t  social st:r tus, .rccusntious oi p:ryirre a sorccrcr tbr irr i ] ict i 's
occtr l t  :rgqressions lrre r;rrc. l8

Publislrcd accourrs co'f i r ' r  this. r '  rrrc o' ly c.rsc oiKcr:r la ct lr 'o_
graphic l i teraturc i '  *,hich the prccisc rclat io'sl i ip bcn'cc. rccuser
atrd :rccuscd has bccn spcl lcd ol l t ,  ;r  voul lg wonlan is said to h:rvc bccn
b*vitchcd by her htrsba'd's t i r ' r i ly (p: 'r ikkar r91gb). Morc recc'r ly,
i '  a '  u'publ ishcd psychology t l icsis clceri 'c rvi t l i  pcoplc cl,r i ' r i 's to be
posscssccl (Jrg:rthlrnbikl 196t3), sornc of rhe vict inrs tr:rcc thc sourcc of
thcir rrf l ict ion to occult act ion init i l tcd lrv cneurics, .rnrl  i rr  c;rch casc
tlrcsc :rre closc rcl:r t ives.r ' ,  Flcrc :rrc thrcc inst:rnccs:

For six yclrs, Sarasr, . l  young Hindu rvonr.rn of 25, lus bccn f.ossessc.l  by
Antkola ( 'Massacrc'),  idenriûed herc rvith thc spir ir  of ,  ."o, ' . , ,  rvho h,rà
harrged hcrsclf  to dcath. s:rrasai parcrl ts bcl i t-vc th:rt  thc posscssio, is thc
conscqucl)cc ofspei ls cast bl,closc rclat ives rvrth rvhortr th.y hruc:l  property
d ispurc  (pp .  155f f . ) .

Atttu, :r  35-year old C;rthol ic bclonsrn{I ro . l  low_srit tus c.rstr. ,  is frosscsscclby cattatt ,  Kutt imttatr,  co'r,a (al i  thrcc k'orv'  x dtrrtr t trrr i ,or,crucl,cl ivrnit ics),
and by the spir i ts of threc.dcad.peoplc: a yor.rne Nanrbutl ir i ,  a Christ i .ur gir l
('fhrcssi;r) and e Plrayan l>oy, thc làttcr t\!,o lrciug .lniortL,,r.,t. lou"rs .,jro
co ' r ' r i t ted  su ic idc . 'whc .  A , ru  i s  i '  . r  t r . r rcc ,  thcsc  d iv i . i t i c .s  r r rc l  sp i r i t s
t ' rkc trr ' rs to spc:rk Thcy c.rplai ' trrcy h,rtr rrr f i rst rr iddcrr tr ,c,r,ser.,cs i , ,  hcr
body by trkiug thc fornr of i l lucsscs. Larcr on. thcy rvcrc , tbrcct l .  

to rcvcal
t h c i r  t r r . r c  i d c n t i t y ' u ' h c ' A r ' l  r v l s  t a k c ' t o  . r  c l i r . r r c h  * , c l r  k ' o r v ' f o r
c'rorcisi ,q thc possessccl.  Tlrcy cl; i rni th:rt  i r  is thc rvi[c oi A' ' .r  f ;rrhcr,s
brothcr. togcthcr rvi th this rvonran's brothcr, *,ho scnt thcnr to ,rf t l icr A' ' :r
and ru in  hcr  { i rn r i l y , : rs  thcsc  rc l . r t i vcs  l c l t  th r .1 , r j i c l  r ro t  qc t . r  [ r r r  s ] r . r rc , r t  thc
t iurc of sonrc properry divisiori  (pp.1l7fT.)

M.rt lr :rr 's story, ci tcr l  i ' rhc- sarrrc trook (pp. 2l r . l ) ,  is i i i r i i . rc.c i .  r l r .r t  hc
s:rys hc bccl 're possessed qr 'r irc accicrert:r l iy,,  rvi t trout r ' tcr 'c.r.rorr by a'
c'c 'r1' .  Horvcvcr, the spir i ts said to i .h.rbit  hi ' r  .rrc thosc oi hrs sistcr_i '_l :rrv
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(cldcr lrrot l lcr ' 's ui lc ')  :rnd hcr nrothcr, rviro cl.r inr that * ircn thcy rvcrc al ivc
thcy h:rd rrrdccrl  plottcd to usc 'h:rnrl  poison' orr M.rt ir .r i  rvi th thc hclp of
i \  tntutt tdt\ tLl i .Thc spir i t  of t l tc nrarr lrar,,rr/ i ,  too, ls Lrosscssir)g Mathl i ,  l lot out
of :rny :rninrosity tow':rrds hirrr.  br-rt  bccalrsc hc nccdcd to rccovcr his fcc
lronr thc t\vo \\ 'onrcl l  rvho onrit tcd to p.r1, hinr!

Posscssion ancl rvi tcl-rcr l f t ,  thclcforc, arc r)ot nrutual lv exclusivc, ;rnd

thcy  r r r : ry  u ,c l l  cor r rb inc .  l lo th  t r ; r r rsposc : r r rd  t rkc  fb r th  to r .sc  a r rd

conll ict irrc si tu:rt ions on thc Pl:rrrc of invisrblc t-orccs. l , lut corrrpl l-ç11 g1y

posscssiort.  : lccus:l t ions of r" ' i tchcl i t t  l rc nrrrch rrrorc cxpl ici t  cxir lcssiorrs

o f  cx is t ing  rn t : igon is rns ,  rs  Lcs ' i s  l l r cac iy  po in tcc l  ou t  ( i970 ;  198( r ,

Ch. rp .  3 ) .

As lbr t l rc nrot ivcs s;r id to bt '  i rchind such ;rccr.rs:rt ions, thcv lr isc

typic:r l lv f-ronr cnvy, rcscntnlcrl t ,  jc;r lous1,, harred, al l  p:rssions r.rnlcashcd

and cx.rccrtr l tcd by au cuvironnrcnt of rcutc col l ipct i t iol t  ( tbr l ;rud, for
c lcq lccs  r rnd  io r  Sobs)  u 'h ich  pcrnrc : l t cs  th is  soc ic ty ,  r .zherc  soc ia l
rcl l t ionslr ips : lrc :r t  thc sJnrc t inrc st i l l  l . rr :gclv corrtainecl rvi thin local

l tr tccct icrtt  r tcfç.orks. l1'

A]-] 'ACK ̂ Nl) DI: | [NC]

Accusutiorrs of u' i tchcr: i f t  cxpLcss l t)orc thc. tcar than the rcal i ty of an
et tack .  Au encn ly  i s  idcn t i f rcd ,  ag l ins t  rvhou s teps  l l1us t  be  taken.

Lcgit inr;rt inq i lct ion ir1 thc u.rruc- ot- r lcicncc, rt  l l los's thcn lbr rrrdical

nlcusurcs i f  thc-se lrc decnrc. i  to bc ncccss:rry. l t  cntei ls thât agqrcssion

is usr.r:r i i r '  sccl l  : ls t l ' rc <tt l tct t lcc of [rrotcct ion i t t  t trost rrtart lr t t , tdis'

act ivi t ics, as is thc c.rsc. too, rvi t l .r  a lot o[ cle i trcs invokcd tbr their
Iuuttd;tne cthc;rcy (ClaLrs 197-1).

Lct trs consicler the cxi lnrpic oiCrr/ lrr i ,  l  er>d elrcacly rtrcntioneti  and

cri l lcd oftcrr :r lso , l(rr l l i r :rr t l ,rrr ( 'srrrr l l ,b:rb , t ,  Cattat i) .  Hc nrev be rvorshippeti

c i t l - rc r  r rs : t  lo r rc  f lgurc ,  o r : rs  n  Pa i r ,  o r  yc t  i t s  I to rdcs  o f  Kut t i rn t ta t rs
(10 ,  11 ,  336.  190,  4 ( ) ( ) ,  o r  rnorc  s t i l l ) ,  i r r  s 'h ich  cusc  hc  is  thc  l c - l t l c r  o ( -

thc hort lc :rrr. l  lcprcscnts sinrr.r l t lnt--otrsly i ts tot.r l i t l . .This chi ld of Sivl,

brotrght up by :r Parayan \\ 'ol t l . l t l  (or, accorcl ir .rq to soluc cl:r inis, a tr ibal
\ \ 'onl. l l l  i r t  rhc nrouutains), h.rs :r dubious rc[)utut iol l  thloug]rout Kcraia.

Flc nr;n'  rortt inclv cl isplay his 1-o1y1-1 b1' pol lut inr lbod rvith lrairs or bits
oi trnqcr n:r i ls, by trausfr. lrnrirrq u' l tcr irr to rrr- inc-, Iry pol lut ing st: l tr . lcs

of r:o. ls, bv pr-ovokiug sl)ol l( l rrcous conrtrust ion oiclothcs or hay-st:rcks,

an.l  i r1. \ ' . l r lous ot l- icr nischicvoLrs: lcts in b:r<l t :rstc.-fhough his dccds

lrc hcr-c r. i rcl t '  t- l tal ,  hc clct irr i tcly knor'" 's horv to nr;rkc l i fc rrr iserablc
(r 'e:rd Krishn:l  A\,) 'ur, 192U, ior .r  l ive-ly clcscri i .r t ion).2r
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Cattal,  rvi th l l l  his af irniry rvi th inrpurity lnd violcncc, is rvorslr ipped
ns :r rrrajor qod not only in nr:rny of thc lorvcr crrstcs, [rut by trratt truttdis
oi highcr st: l tus : ls u,cl l ,  inclucl inq IJr:rhnrins-i tr  thc l ;r t tcr crrsc, i t  is a

lrcrsorral u,orship l i r tr i tcd to thc niaqician. The i :rct is rh:rt  Catt,ut is
t i ' p ica l l y  thouqht  o f  : rs . r  goc l  uscc l  b ,v  n tan t r ,und is , : r r  ] c ts t ; rccorc i inq  to
intcrrnccl irrry and uPpcr c:rstcs: : l t  this lcvcl of socictr, ' ,  thc qod is uot
knou'n to lct at his orvn init i ;r t ivc. Instclcl ,  hc nrust bc t l isp:rtclrct l  b1' an
ùncnry : rnc l  rv i l l  ac t  o r ) lY  upon t l rc  o r -dcrs  ] rc  i s  g ivc r r  ( : rs  i r rAr rn l ' s  c : rsc ) .
T l rc  bcs t  \ \ ' r y  to  c l i ru i r r l t c  h in r  i s  thcn  to  cousu l t : rno thcr  n t t t t t r t tu , td i ,
u'ho rvi l l  ci thcr invokc nrorc Iorvcrfrr l  divinit ics ro subjuqirtc Ctrttatr,
or plcld dircct ly rvi th hinr to lcavc, or vct rry to r-crurr) hirn to the
scndcr.

A rrrrrrrbcr oftcnrplcs to Catr i l t ,  nnnagcc.l  by Ezhav:rs ( ' tocldv-t:rpping'
castc), f lourish in thcTrichur rcsion and oftcr nrost ptrbl icl ,v the ir  scrviccs.
Thcsc rrre t-.rnri lv slrr ines rvhere the cl ivirr i t ; '  is rcrrul:rr lv iucurn.rtccl in
thc  bo t lv  o i . r  posscssc t l  l l ra l l , : l s  u  * r l c  l  r re ' rbcr  o i thc  t : r r r r i l r ' .  l ) l r r i ' g
sr.rch possc.ssion sôlnccs, thc gotl  hirnsclf  is supposcd to spc.rk, lnci
t l i r r r l r r t rs t ' s , r r r . l ; rc ts  t l i r ce t l y ' f i r r  t l r c  bcr rc l l t  o t ' : r  l . r r { t  . r r r t l  r ' . r r i c , l  c l i c r r tc lc
t]r :r t  of icn corrrcs f i 'onr distant pl lccs.Thcrc is lor inst;rucc this rvornnu
fl 'onr K;rrn:rt ;rk:r,  rvho hrts cctrr ic t i r l lorvirrq I  scrrcs oi dc:tths in thc
fanuly, :rnd rvhosc alcoholic son co'st l ' t lv shorvs hcr cl isrcspcct, . i l l  of
u'hich shc attr ibrrtes to her l .r trsb;rnd's f ;ruri lv scckinq to crrr ich i tsclf  at
thc cxpcnsc of hcr orvn t.uni lv by rrnlc-rr.shinrr rnalcf ic ini lLrcnccs.Thcrc-
is this br,rsincssnr:ur l i 'onr Anclhr.r Prrrclcsh l 'ho is nrcrclv intcrcstcd i l
i rrcrcrsir is mpidiy hi\  \ \ 'c. l l th-Catttut is knos'n to bc ct l lcicnr in rh:rt
respcc t .A l l  sérnccs  : r rc  hc ld  in  l r r rb l i c .

In thcsc tcurplc's, prlr t icip:ults asscrr thrt the god is invokcri  tbr
dctè'sivc pLlrposes o' ly, .ot for rcprisal.  Horvevcr, t i -o'r  thc otrtsicic,
this ini :rge is contr:rdicted so'rervhat by the Kattur) l ldant Housc, a
Nrrr ibtrel ir i  Hoirsc of t t tarttr ,u,adi-c, ivhich cl. t inrs to bc thc onl l '  ol)c to
tusc cattan in sucir l  pacif ic rvuv: Klt turrr.rclanr alorrc hrrs thc 'good'

cal lotts, thc nrcnrbers s:ry' ,  Lrccausc thcsc Cil tarts rrc vcgctrrr i i lns und
;rre ol l trcr l  vcgct;rr i ;rn cclr.r ivl lcnts oiblootl  srrcri t lccs,;rt  thc rrrost. on
thc cori trary, thcy :rdcl,  thc crr lrrrrr-c rvorshi irpcd irr thc Ezl-r;rvl  tcniplcs
lrc tcd on sacri f lccd lbrvl,  anci arc thcrctblc violcnt oncs. l t) t  to bc trsccl
tb r  t l cs t ruc t io r r .  Thc  Ezh. rv : ts '  r i t r . r . r l  I r .1ç1 i1 .cs .  rv l r i ch  . r r t '  i n  l . re t  r r ros t
usul l  l t  this lcvcl of socict l ' , ; l rc thcrclbrc intcr 'prc-tcr i  bv thc l l r :rhrrr in-ç
in tcrrns of occtr l t  . , ' iolcncc, ettr. ibrrt ing cvi l  nrot ivcs to the Ezhuvls
rvhich thc httcr, of coursc, tot:r l ly cicnl ' .

Thcsc  oppos inq  d isco t r rscs  urc  o i tv io r rs lv  dcpcnr lcn t  o l )  thc  rùsPcc t ivc

MÂC;lcÀL VIoLENCE AND NON-VIOLENCE | 231

positions of botl.r partics, I f:rct rvhich has be cn put in evidence elscwhere

iF"r ' .ct-S.,, .1 t  797J;Augé 1979)'  Herc, horvevcr, tSesc posit io's draw

,., . ,"rr"rr." to, '  ob.lc. i ivc vrrr i l t io 's ir t  r i tual,  l i r tked to c: lstc, al ld

bicr.rrcl i ical ly cot.rtrastccl. 'Whnt thc N:rmbudir is ettr ibtrtc to thc Ezh:rvas

c;rn be clcDiccl by the l l t tcr as l- .rr:rs they thctnsclvcs arc cotrccrucd

Thcy, tn tr lnl ,  c. l l1 rrt tr i [rr ,r tc thc s:rnrc to othcrs of sinri l :rr  or lowcr status

t l - r : r1  thcn tsc lvcs .  B t r t  they  c l l i l l o t  rc tL l r l l  the  cor lp i ig rc l l t  to  thc

lJ r lhnr ins .

I l cs ic lcs ,  in  sp i tc  o f  thc  n icc  t l cc l i l l t i ons  o [ t l . rc '  o i ] rc i l t i r ru  p r rcs ts  o r

thc consr.r l t ing parr ics, thc gotl  hiurself  is oI a very dtrbious re[abi l i ty.

Incvitabl l ' ,  thrs rcbouncls on his cl icnts, evetl  thosc of high stattrs'This

. lppc;trs .1,r. , .1i , ,  ior instrncc, f i 'our t l -rc iol lo$' ing sit tr l t ion: rvhcn thc

. i l i i . t io,t  i ,  , . . iol . tr ,  thc viccirn is givcrt : I  statucttc of Cattatt  rvhich he

fias to tvorship cvery clay :rt horlrc.Whe rl tllc dcvotec dies, clrb:rrrassplcllt

cnsucs for thc lanri ly, for nobody clsc nray bc privy to thc rcal purpose

of this rvorsl i ip.w:rs thc stutLlcttc uscd to l t tack al l  ct lel lry ? Bccausc

thcrc is lhv:rys:r dor.rbt,  thc bcst solut iolt  is to [ct r i t l  oIthe stattrcttc by

taking i t  brck to thc tcnrplc, \ \ 'hcrc rt  is disposcd oIrvith a1,-propriatc

, i t .r l , ls.Tl. , , .rs,.uhi lc t l -rose rv!o f lock lo Cdll i t t  tctrtplcs Prcsept thcursclves

. rs ,v ic t iu rs "  çu ts i . l c - rs  tcnc l  r rcccss ; r r i l1 ' to  Iook  upo l )  thc l l ' t ; l s  po tcn t ix l

aqgrcssors .'- 'ûor",^,"r, ,5c 
ct lc:rc1' of thc protcct ion *,5ich . ntagici:rn is supposcd

to bc ablc to qlt l l t  is ol icn judgccl fronl rvl lr t t  I lc is dccnrcJ to t l lastcr ir t

tcrtns of l t t :rck. This t l tr ;r l  rol.-  cat i  bc pLrbl icl l '  obvious For l l lst:r l lce'

posscssctl  by I goclt lcss, ol)c Ezhavx ht iy prrrct i t ioncr in cctrtr l l  Trlvan-

.or" ,e.. i"c, trvo supplicants in succcssion.Thc trrst is a woll lxl)  l { I l icted

b1. a skirr cl iscas,--.  Anrnr:r ( 'Lrr. ir"-thc l l lbi tu;t l  nlot lc oi;r t l t l rcss t i ;r

t l tc gocl. lcs$ rcvcals t l l l t  the rr 'otrt ; t t ' t 's ctrctuies l i lvc pi lcccl:r nialef lc

objcct in a clci t  sonrcrvl.rere in thc south-r.vestern pâft of the clrvcl l ing.

Thc objcct ntrrst bc rcnrovccl.J'hc rvottrntt  is givcrr :r  bl:rck str ir tg tbr

lrrotectic-\11. A rtr ixtrtrc of s:rcrcd lsh lnd slf l iotr is appl iecl to hcr lr trrs'

"mi.t . . t  
by thc skin c{isclsc. Thcn t l-rc wonl]r l  is fol lorved by a tDan. Hc

c,r,r ' rpl. i ,rs t l tr t  his rvi tc hls stolcn l ' r is lr)ol lcv : lnd has ln r l t ] :r i r  with

.rnotlrcr rr lrn.An):nr t lmtvs thcn a di lqr lur (),art lrntn) on :r l l rct l l  platc,

i l t i rscs t[r .  di:rgrult  rvi t |  r t t , tr t l t ' r t ,ç a;rci r ] tvcs the trurtt  thc pl:r tc, rski lg

hirtr  to pl:ce i t  on his r ival 's p]th or in his r iv:r l 's g.rrdôn, so t l l . r t  i r  r luy

crrst i ts ( ' r t t lcking) sPci l  on hirr i

Mrrl icrogs tolq11cs ç, lrq l l t l  cl :r i r tr  that i t  is t f ie vcry sal l lc rrrart lrdvadis

rvho lrc câstinq cvi l  spel ls on peoplc beforc procceding to cxorcise

thcir orvl vict i t trs. Sttclr acctts.t iot is are of a piece rvith thc'blackr-n;r i l '
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rrrrd'chcating'attr ibr.rtcd sonre t inrcs to lorv caste ntdntt, i t \ tdis (scc bclorv).
As u courrtcr to the violcncc, or i t  leest thc lrubierr i ty t l i : r t  is :r t tr ibutct j
to t lrcir I tragici l l  clecds, sornc tt t tr t t l rat, t t t ! is t .rkc curc to st l .css t lrciL. or.",n
iclc:r l :agq.cssi.rr lq.r inst l  hunren []cinc is to be co'siclcrccl a pcr-vcrsion,
:r clcvi:r t ion f l-onr r lutv.As K.N.l l .  As:rrr uotcs: 'Tl-rcsc acts oiu. i tchcraft
(t l t l t ic l t trdrtr) :rrc urcal l t  to [rc crnplol 'ct l  o' lv :rqlr inst c' i l  spir irs :rncl
clcrrrorrs.Tirc ,4dttr1,a5 lr ;rvc orcl:r i 'cd so. Brrt 'o*,ad:ivs, pcople cr 'ploy
t l r i s  [ r l . rck  rn : rq ic  lb r  thc  rc l l i z : r t io r r  o t ' sc l t l s l i  l l ro t i vcs .  whcr rcvcr  i t  i s
tound cl i fhcu]t to subdue ul) opponcnt b), thc pos,cr of ruorret, ph),sic. l l
strclrqth or rnrnrcricul supcrior: i t1' ,  nrcrr cxhibit  u tc-rrdcnc1, to crnploy
ab l t i c l ro r ru t t  aq : r ius t  h in r . . . ' .  Hc  : r t l t l s :  ' l t  

n r t rs t  be  t r r r r le r .s toor l  th : r t  i t
rvas l>y prlct isine rrtrstcr i t ics for :r  lonq t intc th;t t  ,4clt tryts cxltrc to
posscss thc knorvledgc of rvi tchcr.rt l .This krros' lcdce is intcndctl  to bc
trsccl fbr tootl  purl-roscs onl,, ' .  But thc lust lor nioncy rrr:rkcs nr:rn stool-r
to  thc  l cvc l  o f  c r t rp lo f  ine  i t  ; rg ; r ins t  i c j lou ,  h r rn r r r r r  bc i r rqs . .  .  . 'So ,
rrccort l i r ig to hinr, ' thc uiru ol rrrdrttr tr , , t , ! ,Lr lr  is to cl)sr lrc t l rc prospcr- i ty
o ia l l  h r . r r r r ; rn  bc ings .  I t s  a i rn  i s  a lso  to  a f lb rd  p ro tccr ion  to ; r l l  ac : r ins t
. r t l vc rs i tv .T l rc  s . rqcs  I r .n 'c  s . r i , l  t l r ; r t . rs t ro log \ ' , r r r r i  l r , l r t r r r r r ,J , , , , , , , .a , l , " , , , r ,
lbr gr-rorl  prrrposcs onl1, '

Tlr is is t l ' rcn thc irr:rqc th;rt  orrc t t t tutrrdt), tdi rvoLrlr i  l ikc to proicct
lrborrt his orvn rolc. Lct r,rs t :rkc a look:rt  s,h:rt  clsc hc nrur. 1., .r-. :  t .rs,r\ ,
o l l  t l l c  s r r l r j cc t .  T I r i s  rv i l l  , ' t t , r l . l , '  r rs  to  r rn r lc rs t . l l l . l  l ro l '  t l r s t .p r r rscs  6r i
rvi tchcrl t t  i ru-t.kc of :r  rvi t lc. visiorr oisocicty,,  :rs locul lv cxirrcssccl.

Sprrtrtual PowEn

TI rE QUALIFTCATTONS oF A ,\L4N7lù^lr;_1r)/

K.N l l .As:rn is :r  Kanivau :rst.oloqcr of-fr ivrut l- lrnr, u.rro uls<i pr.:rct iccs
n td t t t tû t \ tdd tn .  Lc t  h i l t  be  our  gu idc .Accord ine  to  h i r t r , : r  r r r , l r ln t t , , td i  i s
s:r i t l  to posscss cxtr. lrordin:rr1 rncut.r l  strL-r)qt lr  (rrr, l r ,r .s,r[ tr),  rvhich rs thc
rcstr l t  of scvcrl l  couvcrgir-rq f tctors:

-I lclorrrr irrg to a l i 'e of rr:r 's 'r issior (paratttpdrynrrt):  i , ,  this casc,
tr ' :rnsrrr issiorr is luost]y thought of in tcrrr is oiherccl i ty ' ,  you have to bc
born in l  f :rnri lv whcre i t  is r part of tr :rdit ion.
- ' l r l ining u' i th ;r qurtr:  t l rc qrr l tr  is ot icn onc',  orvn f ir thcr, u,ho rrrtrst
eu idc  t l i c  d isc ip lc  to  q l in  l ) l r s tù r \ .o f  t l r c  rnant r . rs .  rhcy  rv i l l  bc  honcc l
l : r t c r - to  pc ' fc ' c t ion  uuc lc r  the  q t r idar rcc  o f  o t l rc r  c rud i tc  i rcop le .A l l  t l r c
irrtcrr- icrvccl ntdtttrdt\ tdis stressccl thc ncccssitv i i rr .  such ;r r l i rcct,  or:r l
q t r i c l . ruce  d t r r inq  thc  t r l in iug ,  u r r t l  cor r , l c r r rnc t l  t . i t l rou t  . rppc . r l  ,u rv
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urrgr-r ic ' lccl strrdv oi l t1: lntr; ls t l i rcct lV irotr l  books.lr  Onil '  t t tdtt t t t t t tddis

rvi ih cvi l  desiqns rvotr lcl  lcrrrn thr,rs l iorn books, rvi th thc acLl i t ion:r l  r isk

bcsidcs thlt  thcy lu.r) '  t lot bc lhlc to col l trol t l ic tclrccs thct '  t l t r lclsh.

_.Evcrt ion :rncl pcr-sonul colrr: lgc: thc contbinlt iotr of rt lnt l l rr t-rccitat ion

rvith rrrcdit ,r t  ton (trr,url t ' ,yi tpadhy,,t t t ,)  on a choscn god, alrci  . lscct ic r iqortr

ovcr rr lonq 1rcriod. cn:rblc t l-rc rrcol lhvtc to bc l l roqt 'cssivcly tr: lnsforr l lct l

iu to  : r ' c l i v inc  bc inq ' . } r r t r i c  tcch t r iq t rcs  ( l t rc . r th  co l i t ro l ,  r : i t cs  tb r  p lac ing

thc t l iv init ics ort ottc 's body) conrc rnto pl lv. lsol l tct l  i r t  t l lc t i rrcst,

thc ncopllvtc f ;rccs v' tr ior-rs occtr l t  cl : t t lgcrs dtrr ir tg this ini t i l r t i rre tntns-

lb rn . r ; r t ion .  l ihc  f - l i l s ,hc  n r iqh t  losc  I ' r i s  n l i r ld .  I i l t c  i s  succcss [u l , ] rc  c r t r r

contpcl tht:  choscn cl ivinity to i tpl tci l r  rrt t l  olrcl  his or. lcrs (Asrrr cal ls

this r/cr., ,r t ,r-çrr/dl i ,  or '1ton'cr ovcr a clcrt.v ') .

Asut r  co t rc lL r t i cs :

l f . r  I r c r r g r r  ) s  1 r111 r . 1yç ,1  t o  ao l r cc ) ) t r . r l r '  ) r r s  n t r t t t l  . l t r ( l  t l l ( l t t q , l t t s  i v t t l t  s l l t { l t ' -

l r ip t lc . l  t lc tot ion on I t l ie  goddcss]  ) i t .ç i r r i .  : r t t t l  t r ic t l i t : r tcs t ' l r i le  ch.r t l t t r rg

tbc ) . , r t . i i r r i - r r r , r r r lnr  thc I r rcscr i [ rcr ' l  t iu t t t l rcr  of  t t t t tcs,  \ i r [ . r i r l i  tv t l l  dc l i r l l tc l ,v

n r u n t l c : t  I r c f o r c  h i n r .  S h c  r v i l l  f t r r t h c r  c \ c c t l t c  l v h . l t c v c r  t l t c  t l c v t l t c c

cop11.rr) ( is .  l f  . r r r , rss ig1rnrcnt  is  q ivcrr  to i i l f . ' i r r i  to i r t l l rc t  I t . t t t t t  ot l  . l  p, l r t lcr l l . l r

iu . l iv i t lu . r l  l . , tnt  i i l  thc hotrsc oi  . r  p. r r  r icul .u '  \ t , l r .  t , i .  col l l l l l ; l t l ( l  ls  L.ot t t r t l  t< ' r

bc cxcctr tcr l .  Srnrr l : r r l r , ,  thcrc is  a l l l l , r , r . \c l , r l  Iscr" ic t  . , f  Cat t , r r r l .  C- ' , l l l , l r t  - i t t ' , t

n)cJn\  | lc . ls l ! )g ( , - r l f / r i l l  . t r l . l  t l tc lcbY qct t inq col) t ro l  ovcr l t t t t t  Str tct  ' l r t - t icr-

i t ics f i r r  . r  l rcrrot l  o1-. tLrot t t  2 r t t  3 r t r ,ut , la i , t t i r . t  Iot rc tn,ut t l , i l , t r t r  is  . r  pcr io. l  o i

4 ld.r1,s l  arc t , t  bc . rbst-rvct l  ro s, in t i tc  t - . rvours o i  ( , , t t ,ut .  As : r  rcsgl t  of  t l lc

ch, int tng oi  r r l , t t r l r i i -ç  u ' i t l r  t l lc  . l t tc l l r l . l l ) t  r t r r t . t is .  ot ic  rv i l l  . rchlcvc . l  s tate o i

ipncr pr t r i6. ' l  i i is  pur i ty  rv i l l  l .c  pcrccivablc onJ;  to t l tc  t lvc scl )sor)  orq, t l )s

oi  thc pcrson conccl t rcr l .  Othcrs ! - i r l l l lo t  h: ivc . t t ry  tdc.r  . tbot t t  i t  Cdt t ( l , l

i rc tL l t l ly  t t r r r t t i lcsts I tc forc thc Fcrsotr  rv l lo lv i t ls  hts i ; rvotrr '  I ' Ic  c i r l l  scc (" ' l l / r r r r

rvf icp l t rs  prr1. l  js  cor)cL' r ) t r , r tcd i r r  nrcr l i t . r t tot r .  I r t  casc the pcrsot t  lv l l t l  u i t ls

l t r : rs tcrv o\ .cr  Cdl l ( r , t  sctr , ls  r l te qod t t t t  . t  l t t iss iotr  for  i r l f l ic t inq I t l r t t t  ot r  . t

f c r so l t  o r  l i r r  b r r pq r r r q  J  I ) c r s r ) l )  bc t t t r c  l r i s  l l l , l s t c r .  ( - - a t t , r r r  r v r l i  6 ! c - y  t i r c

contnr . r r tc ls .  l lL I t  i i  thc oplc l l )c l l t  is  r lso in posscssio l r  o1- ut , tqtc, t l  porvcr  , r t ld

l tcnt . r l  s t rcngt l r ,  Cr i l t , r r r  rv i l l  bc rnc.rp.1! lg of  int l ic t ing hl r t t t  ot r  lur l r .  [ .  . l

I t t  s l t . r t .  c l . r l  s p i r i t s  c : l l I  d o  l i t t l c  h ' r r r r r  ' t q ' l i t t : t  J  p L - r \ o l l  h ' t ' i l l q  \ t l o l ) g

ntcr t t : r l  po* cr .

' I 'h t rs,  
As: t r t  s : l 's .

thc ur . r t t  in  t t tc t i i t . t t i t t l r  succcc( l \  r r r  pt t lçr i t t . r t t l t t . l  p. l r t lCLl l . l r  got l  bcc, l t rse l tc

is  : tb lc ro col)cc l t [ r . l tc  l t is  r r r in i l  in  urc i ' l t t . r r ior t  t r r tnt i r t t l i t r l  of  thc t l iscr . rct ing

soulc ls : rpt l  s iClr ts .  I i  l ic  bcconrcs l )crvoLls.  h is . r t tcnrpt  * ' i l l  cnr l  in  [ r i l t r rc.  I f

l rc  losc: .  sc l f  cc.r r f lc lcncc in thc . t t tcnl l ) t  o i  jo inrns s ' t th t l tc  dcr t ; '  t l r rotrq i r

n r cd i t , r t r ou .  t hc r c  i s  cvc r v  poss ib i l i 11 '  o i  h r s  bccc . t t t t t l q  , r  v l c t i l ] t  t o  i r t s l l t t t \ ' .

Sc r c r . r l  I c t - r r r t ) \  l ) . lVc  l \ c r ' r ) ) ) ) ( '  l l ) \ . l l l ( '  l l ) l l s  : '
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Merrtr l  powcr, tndttds(lkt i ,21 is l t  thc vcry henrt oi idcas :rtrotrt  sicktress

lnrl  hcrr l th,; tbotrt  occtr l t  r tggrcssiott lnd dcicrrcc-ls n'cl l  :rs rt t  thc heart

o f tnorur r r l  cu l t  p r : rc t i ccs  l r rd  in i t ia t i c  c l i sc ip l incs .Troub lcs  o f  : rny  k ind

l irc l ikcly to l f tèct f i rst thosc rvho lrc not stronq in rrr int l  (slnrc

oirscrv:rt ion in Dcl iègc i992). Strcl i  strcneth vlr ics t i-ortr pcrson to

pcr.sor) rrnd nray dit l -cr, cvcn t irr : i  singlc pcrsorl ,  lccor,, l i t tg to thc poi lr t

of t inre, tbl i t  is frcqrrently rcletccl to clcqre-cs oiptrr i ty ' ."1'hcrc rrc scveral

c;rtcrrol ics. 'Worncn, lbr instuncc, :rrc s:r icl  to posscss lcss nrcnt:t l  strcnqtl l

th;rn nrcn; pcoplc of lorv st:rtus ; lrc clccnrccl to bc qcnc-nrl lv dcfcct ive

i r r  th : r t  rcspcc t  too .  Or r  thc  oppos i tc .  thc  u ros t  p rcs t iq ious  N: r r r rbuc l i l i

I  lousc in ;r l l  o[Kcl lLr, thc Housc ofAzhuv:inceri ' lutrprankrr l .  Br: i l rnrin

lul l iongst lJr lhrtr ins, hls :r rcptrt l t iotr of sttch ;r ptrr i t l '  lnd spir i tul l  porvct

t l-nt trnsrt isi icd dc:rds coulcl ncvcr oncc ;rf t l ict i ts nicnrbcrs.

Acknorvlccleinq u rt t , t / t l rr tr , ,rdi!  innltc lncl lcclr.r ire ci ntcrtt l r l  Ion'crs is

:rrr iurpolt .rnt :rspr-ct oit l ' rc r lclr l te or) thc'rc:r l i tv 'oIrvi tchcr' ;r t i .  iJr.rhrnirrs

i r r  p . r r t i c r r l l r r ,  vo icc  son lc  sccp t ic is l l r  : rbo t r t  i t s  co l l t c l l )por .u '1 '  cx is tcncc

bcc:rrrsc, t l -rcv s:rr ' ' ,  rrobotly is :rnynrorc :rblc in thc prcscrrt lgc to :rt tr in

thc  sp i r i t r r : i l  s t rcng th  rcqr r i rcc l - fo r  l l ck  o I  t in r t - ,  l r ck  o I  sp i r i tu r r l i t y

:rrrr l  f i rr  thc f:rct th;rt  pcoplc:rrc qrorvinq lr 'c.tkcr l .r ' thc t l .r t ' .  Btrt  thc

tbr.rrrt l l t iorrs of strch porvcr :rnrl  i ts plst lc.r l i ty :rrc ncvr-r qtrcst iorrct l .

Accolding to or)e Nlnrbr-rt l i r i  rvho spccial izcs in the consccr:rt ion of

cl ivrnc ir . iols r incl in thc cxorcisrn oitcurplc sitcs:

In thc p.rst,  t l i int ls rr 'erc cl i l fcrcnt. Therc rv.rs tbr inst,rncc Clrcnrnr.rnq.rt
N.rrrrbrrdrrr.  l - l r '  ;rclr icvct l  thc rccrt.r t ion of , l ( ig l ' i ' , / ,r  .r  t l rous,rnrl  Irnrcs irr
thirt l ' -si^t yc.rrs. At thc cncl,  l rc h.rd bccourc l lnt>st di i , inc. Al l  l rc h.rd to clo
rr, .rs to pl.rçq I i is h:ru. ls orl  e pcrson posscs:;ct l  [r1 .rn unslt isf icd dc.rd] in
or'( lcr to curc hinr. I Ic h.rd ;r lrc:rdy conrprcrcd clrc rvurl t l  of rrr.rntras. rrncl

dit l  nclt  rrcct l  .rny nlorc to ch.rrrc t l tcnr. I f  or ,rn c-rorcisnr]

' l 'hc 'nc,rr-t l iv inc- '  :rscct ic is thc solccrcr ' 's ult inr.rtc rcf lncu)cl)t ,  bcYond

l l ) , ln t r . l s  [o r  I rc  I r . rs  l l r . l \ te rc t l  t l r t ' i r  vc r r '  ( lu i l r tes \cncc .  t l re  / l iq  I  i ' r / , r .

Fortr.rrt :r tclr , ' ,  thcrc cxists l  pÎ l l iut ivc to contcn)porlrv clccl inc: fbr ' thotrqh

l lo  o l )c  p ( )sscsscs  c r rouqh sp i r i tu . r l  l )o \ \ ' c r  u l l ) ' l o t tgc r .  thc  l i t r r . r l  svs tc r r r  i s

so pcrl-cct that i t  u' i l l  st i l l  s 'olk rr)) ' \viry'  (K.P.C:.Anrr. l :rn l ihrrt t :r t i r ip:rd).

A CI IOIC]E OF AC'I'S

Str ict l r l l re'rcncc to r i tcs is sl icl  to bc inrpt-rrrt ive i f  ;r  rrrr l i l r i rrr,rdl rvants

to  l rc  succcss fu l :  t cc l ' rn ica l  pcr lcc t ion  is  thc  o thcr  sonrcc  o i l r i s  porvcr .

Thc tcnrr inoloUy lppl iccl to thc r i tu:r ls in ur ' t tr l rautd(r,,r  strcss clcurly

rhc i l  r1u : r l i r y *  o f  
'uc t io t rs ' :  k tn t t r r t ,u r t  ( : rc t ion ,  cc rcnrouy) ,  f r i1 , , r  ( : rc t ion ,

MAGICAL VIOLI,NCE AND NON-VIOLENCE | 235

ritu.r l) ,  fur/y,r (prcst:r ibct. l  r tct.  sorccry) '  Pm)'(t ,qdi l t  (appl ic;rt ion, Dratr i-

prr lat ion).r i  TIrcsc rrcts nrc cl:rssif lcd tccort l inq to thcir , ,r ' ry oitackl ing

prob lc rns .  K .N. l l .  Asun c t t t t t t rc r ; t t cs  thc  E , iqh t  Ac ts  ( tsh tnk t ' r t r rn rdr tka l )

of rvi tchcmft (,r / ; /r i r l rararrr) thtrs:

- I  rrrnrobi l i  z.rtr  orr (-t t /r ' l rrr l t l  t  a t  t 'u t  r)
-  i l t t l  : l c t i o l l  ( , 1 [ , t r r n l t , t t t t )

-  c t i c l i ; t t r t t r r t ' t l t  ( t t l r r / t r t l t r t l t t )

- -  c() l t  ( lL lcst ,  s t 'c l t rc t i< l t t  ( l ' ( l . i i f r  r l , ' .1 / i1 l l , t )

-  . l t ' r  t t o l t t t r r  n  \ l , l  t , ' , l , r r  t , t t t t l

-  c xpu l s i o r r  0 t ( r l t d î d t t û t11 )
-  crc: l t i r )g c l t l t t i t \ r  ( r ' i  d  rcs, t  r  t , t  t t  t )

-  brc:rk ing (o l i ) ,  thc l t rost  c l rc i td i l r l  o i  thcsc acts ' r "

As:rr l  ot lcrs : t t i  cx: t t t t l t Ic  t l i  In lnrobi l iz : r t io l l :

I f  I p r r r r ob r l r z . r t i on  i s  pe r f o r r r r cd ,  t hc  n rob i l i t y  o f  t hc  v i c t r t r t  r v i l l  i n r r ncch . r t c l l '

co l l t c  t o  e  s t : t n r l s t r l i . Thc  pc l so t t  s t l l  c c r se  t o  bc  i n  posscss lo l l  o i h i s  L r cu l t i c s

i pc l ud rpq  t I c  l - . r cu l t y  9 f  spcec l t  : r n . l  r t o r k .  Thc  p rospc r i t y  o f  t l l c  pc r son

i l r l l  ; r lso ui t l te r  : t r i ' . tv .  I ' lc  r t t . ty  cvctr  iosc hrs job.  [ .  .  . ]  Strppt lsc t l lc  oppo6crt t

is  . r  t r . r r lcr ' .  Ai  . l  r r ' \u l t  of  I r r r t t to l . r l iz : l t io t ) .  t l )ù t r , t t lcr  t l t . tv  losc intcrcst  i t r  l l is

busir rcss rr r i r l  crcr t r t t . t l l t .  thc l . t ts t t rcss l l l . lv  col l )c  to l r  s t : ludsr i l l .  I t r  chc c ' lsc of

I rn inc l l rs t r r . r l is t .  thc l lcrsot ts u. ' i . tc l  coopcratc u ' i th h i ru i r r  hts vctr t t r rc ' t l l . t .V

r l r . r . t l r c l  * , i t h  h i n r ; l n r l  c c . l 5c  coopc r i l t t l l g  r r ' i t h  h i n r  r v i t h  t hc  r cs t l l t  t hc

ipt lustry rv i i l  pcrr : l r  c . , 'c t t t t r , r l ly .  
-1-hcsc- 

l t rc  thc-  rcsr-r l ts . rchie, , 'c .1 L. l 'cnrplo l ' in t

, t l l t i t l t , l , t t t t .  iV l o r covc r .  r l r c r c  i s  t hc  I n r t t r ob i l i z . l t i o l i  o i  specc l l ,  o f  s i gh t .  o f

Ic l r ipq . r1d ol  thc l )c l - \ 'oLts \vstct l t .  l t  c ;ur  bc sccl l  t l lus th.r t  by cr l rp loYine

Inrnrobi l izatron,  thc f t t t tc t ior t i r lg oI  any lacul tv c. r t t  bc i r . t tp l t rcd '

No t  1 l l  t I c  E , i g I tAc t s . t r c  i r c t s  o i y i o l c l l c c .  K .N . i ] .As . t t t  r c t l i t t c l s  t l s  t h r l t

thc r ; r t r r rc o i thc div in i t ics cr t rp lovccl  bv t t t , t r t t t . : t , td i , ,  r ' : r r ics i t l  accord: t l tcc

rv i th thc prol )or t ion of  
'c l r r i t r ' ,  

scrctr i t t ' '  (s t t tvnr t r ) ,  
' : lc t iv l tv '  ( r ,y , r - t , r r r r )  or

'c lurkrrcss '  ( t ,ut t , r - , , t t i t ) - thrcc qrr : r l i t rcs rcfcrr i l )q to c l l iss ical  s i rccul l t ior ts

: rbeut  t |c  r r r .ur i fcstat ion of  thc pcrccpt ib le rvor ld.rTAsl tn cxpl : r i r ts  thtrs th l t

) r  is  t l tc  l ' ,grposc thr t t  dctcr t t t t i tcs rv l i ich dci t l '  t ' ; r  IJ lnr t , t t t r  is  ro bc cnrPleycl l -

Supl . rosc thc pr , r rposc is  ScdLrct ion.  Thel  r - le i t ics rv i t |  . r , r t t l lA qu,r l i t ics or l l l '

r rc  cnrploycd.  I f  t i rc  purposc is  Inrrnobi l iz . r t iot r  or  Expr-r ls ior l ,  dc i t ies rv i th

l r iqh dcstrgct ivc p6i .vcrs l rc  cnrplpycd to. lchievc thc dcsircr l  rcst t l ts .  IJ t r t

t lc i t ics rv i th s i r l t l i l<  t } . r : r l r t ies should l lot  hc usccl  for  thc.rbovc purpt lsc.  I ] t t t

: t  dc i t y ' \ \ ' l t l )  i ( r t t l , i [  q r - r . r l i t i c s  c . t t r  bc  d i r cc t cc l  . t qe i t r s t , t l l o t hc r  o t t c  r v i t h

r l c s t r uc t i v c  [ r o \ \ ' c r s  r v i t h  t hc  i n t c l i t i o r l  o i  s c t l t r c i t r q  t hc  l ' r t t c t  l r t  casc  rhc

. l t t c l l p r  r o  scducc  t hc  dc i t y  t ; r r l s .  t hcn  I n r r t i ob r l i z : t t r on  co t r l t i  l , c  c t t l p l oVcd

Ot  E r l t t t l s i , ; t r  . - , . t t l d  I t c  c t t t l , l o r c t l
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Tl icrc is thercforc rvithin rvitchcratt thcorics e dir lcct ic bctrvccn soft
an.l  hlr:cl  t trcthods, bctrvccn r lppelscnrol l t  :rnd cxptr lsion. This cchocs
rvhrrt Zirt tnrcrl l l lnl l  (1992) hiehl ir lhts in thc c:rsc of ly ' trrvct l ic rnccl icinc,

o r  thc  t i i : r l cc t i c  th l t  p rcv : r i l s  i r r  thc , r r t  o fqovcrnr r r rcc .As : r ' i i ru i l  LJ r lh rn i r r

o rcc  Io i t r t cc i  o l l t ,  th r - l ' c  u lc  t i ru r  l ) )c t l )ods  to  ob t : r i l r  t l r r -  t r l t c t l i c r rcc  o i l

hurrr:rn bcinq or of an irn' isiblc porvcr. T[cv arc. i ;r  orclcr: :rppc:rsirrr:

nolcls, gif ts, thrcrts, ancl blou's.

S i r rcc  a  t t r ,u r l rnud i  r r rob i l i zcs  a  t i i v in i tv  to  l t t : l ck  h is  v ic t i r r r ,  l  rcPr i5 l I
:rg;r inst sttch :rgercssion rvorr lcl  i rn,olvc conrb;rt ing, or 

'scclrrcinq' 
thc

cl ivinit ics thcutsclvcs. l"his is rr,h) '  K.N.I l .  Asrn coul. l  :r t l rrrrr th:rt  thc
p l i r r r : r ry  n i i ss io r r  o f  u ' i t chcr : r t t  i s  an  : rc t ion  agr r ins t  i r rv is i l , l c  pos 'e  rs .Thc
oIcrir t ions ,,vhich cu:rblc suclr rcl :r t ionshi irs to trc cst.rbl ishcd rvith thc
cl ir , inc arc irr csscncc no r l i f icrcnt fronr thosc of orr l in:r lv rvorship at
cnch lcvcl oisocicty.rs tr lnttn: lbrrrr thc b:rsc, rvhctl icr i t  is to proir i t i : r tc
or to col)t l l lencl:r divirt i t l r ,  ol ' \ ,ct to brc:t t l -rc por,r 'cr i t t to rt  tul istt t : tr t , : t

po ison or  r  p ro tcc t i vc  dcv icc :  anc l  c : rch  tn r t t r l ru  i s  ] inkcc i  to  r l i v i r rc
powcrs b) 'csotcric intcr|rct l t ions. Tirgcthcr u' i th lrarrrr ' ,rs, othcr prrct iccs
nr])/  col l)c into pl:r1'-thc r.rsc of nryst ic:r l  di .rgr ' :rrns, , lcts of rvorship
(1r r r i , r ) ,  posscss ion ,  and s : rc r i f l cc .  S ; rc r i t l ccs  u r -c  o f  ts 'o  k in t l s -b loor lv
s ; rc r : i t l cc ,  rv i th  ; rc t t r r r l  k i l l i r rg  < ; i : rn i r r r r l s  o r  r r ' i th  th r -  L rsc  o f  vc r :e t l l
substi tr . l t ts; lnd obl:rt ions foulr-r l  in ;r  s:rcrccl l l rc (/ ,(), ,r{ l l r) ,  lscribc. l  t<;
Vcc-l ic lJr uhnrinisnr, rvhosc sccrcts : lrc strpposcd to Lrc krros.n to l l r :rhrnrns
rlonc ( in t- ' , tct,  r t tLl t t l routr l i -ç of ;r i l  cl :rsscs r lo pcrior. rrr I t t tr t t ,rnts, t .horr{-Ih
IJr:;r l .rurirrs rvould clcny thcir v.r l idi ty).

Not l l l  practices are so hurnrlcss.Tirosc u'hich h.n'c bccn cit t t l  urc,
nccrl lcss to s. l \ , ,  r l rorc casi ly obse rr, :r tr lc arnonqst (.rnrl  lcknou,lcdged by)
thc spcci l l ists I  nrt-t .  Wc slr.r l l  cx.rnrinc I.r tcl  u, lr :r t  js srr id lbotrt  r . i tcs
pcri i>rnrcd l ' ,5, rrt ,urtrn,tdis of vcr) ' lou'st:rtLrs, although i t  is t l i f l lcult  rn
thcir clsc to scpante nuuour i i 'onr l lct.  I- lctbrc corrr inq to t l .r is lspcct,
thc fbi los' ing cxaurl.r lc rvould ;rt tcst to thc c.\ istcncc of qtr i tc 1' ielç11g-

and, irr  this cusc, secret-pl lct iccs, rvh,:n conrp.rrct l  to rotrt inc cults
pcrfblrr iet l  in Kcrah socict) ' .  Irr  hcr rutobioqr:tphv t lrc pttct K:rnr:r l :r
I) : ts t trr lr . t tcs hou'.  bcinc blck to lrcl  rr l t ivc I ' iorrsc .r l tcr l iv ing tbr rr i trnl '

1 ' c l -s  i r r  o thcr  par ts  o i lnc l i . r ,  hc r ' , ' nc r r r i cs  (p rcsunr l l . l r ' ,  t l i c  v i l l , rgc  r ro tu l  l cs
rrnt l  .r  fcrv <>f hcr orvn rcl;r t ivcs) took rccoursc to rr, i tchcrl f i :" fhcr.Irnv
crtcnric 'sl  buric 'd ul l  rrnl sonrcrr 'hcrc- rn rrrv vard, hopinu ro ki l l  rrrc rvi th
tht- 'r i tcs oisorccrv. I  chosc to iqrrorc the rv.r l l inqs givcri  l rv nr\/  scrvJnts.
Orrc dly I  fotrncl on thc l tdrrc of out- u.cl l  l  r icc.rpit :r tct l  c.rt  untl  on
ius |cç1 i11g i t  n r iuLr tc ly ,  I  foun t l  n rv  nunrc  cnqr ,n 'cc l  o r r  . r  coppcr  p iccc ,
r ln  cqg,  so l l l c  t l r rn lc r i c  . rn t l  : r  lo t  o f  s t r r t ]  thu t  | cscn tb lcc i  Vcr - ru i l ro r r
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stut l-cd irrsidc i ts body. '  (Kani: i l . r  D:is 1988: 200û-.;  l :r tcr,  on pagc 205,

shc expl:r ins irorv shc lost trcrvc al ld ci l l le to lsk I  sorccrcr-w;ls i t  t l -rc

slr]rc?-to protcct hcr lncl l -rcr soris.)

WITCIt(] ITAFT ANI) S.|A].US

As s,c ir ;rvc sccr), i l t  Kcr:r l .r  .rs clsct 'hcrc, rvi tchcratt is pcrccivccl t l -rrotrgl l

a mnqL- of cotttr lst i l tg vic1yr.oit t ts. Protcct iotr i i -olt t  l l t r  ct ict lr l '  cott l t l

rvcl l  bc ir)tcrprctcd by' t l rc l :r t tcr (:rncl i ry othcrs) ls attcl l lPtccl : tqqt ' t 'ssit l t l .

T I i s  c l i vc rgcncc  in  pcrcc [ ) t i ( ) r ) ,  l r i s i r rq  f l -o t l t  o t l c ' s  s i t t tn t i1 ; t t  i t r  n t t

i l tcrpclsol l t l  rcl l t t ionship, l lso corubincs ç' i t l -r  :r  j trcl lcr lrcnt rclatct l  to

thc c:rstc strt t t ts of t l tc t t tr ; t t l t , t t ,r t t l i .  Thus. Nellrbtrdir is l t f t l rr t t  t l tat Callarr

tcnrplcs nr:r int l incci by Ezhlr ' :rs 'r(-tLlrt l  . :vi l '  ( to thc strpl-rosccl cl lcl l lV),

SLlch stt tclrrcnts arc nrlclc \ \ ' i thout clrr l l i f ic:rt ions, rvi thotl t  dist inrftr ishing

bctwccn ouc Crrl lart tcl trplc attcl  l trothcr, ol l  thc solc Lt;rsis oithc col l tr ; lst

bc tu ,ccn  Ezh:n 'a  l t td  Nat t rbu t l i r i  r : i tua i  p rac t iccs .  Th is  sor t  o [ ' soc ia l

inr:rqc' is rr,hlt  rvi l l  be cxatr i i trccl l lo\\ ' .  With x vicw to sinrpl i ty, thc

c l i scou lscs  ; ibou t  on l l '  l bur  c ls tc -s  l ' i l l  bc  p rcsc l ) tc ( l - - lbou t  t l l c

N lnrbr rc l i r i s ,  : rbo t r t  thc  Ezhur ' ; rs ,  : tbo t r t  thc  Kr i r r iY l t r i  r t s t ro logcrs  1 l l ld

:r lrortt  thc [): tr ' : t \ ' : r tr  i lqr ict l l tur.t l  l . tbottrcrs.

NAIV1I]U])II \ I  BI{AI I IVlINS

ll , Idntrnt) ir ldi lr  is t l -rc tr l t ' l i t iott .r l l 'u '  rccoql l izcr ' l  spcci: l l iz,rt ion oi scvcr:r l

Nrrnrir trdir i  Houscs (rvc hrvc 1lr,--:rclv I t- ' f -crrcrl  to ot le of t l -rclu. thc

K:rttui l11rr l :rnr Housc). Poptr lut- t tpi t t iot l ,  i l t l rol lq vlt t ' iol ts c: lstcs, i)cl lcvcs

t l r r t  thc  l J r : rh tn i t rs  
' k t to rv  : r i l  t i t c  t t ld t t l tds ,  cvc l l  t l ) .  l l l os t  c ruc l  o l )cs

(dttrrtratrtr, tr t t) .  [rr-rt  thcV usc ott l t  thc qootl  ol lcS (-(( irr , ,r( l l t rarrr) ' .  As l l l l istcrs

o iVcd ic  knou. lcc lqc  a r r t l  t cx ts , : t r t c l  . t s  1 - ro i t t t s  o f  rc ic t -c t tcc  i l t  t t t l t t t c t ' s  t l i

r i t tr l l ,  t l rc N.rnrbtrdir is scc t l tr-  goocl in.r; igc thcv havc oithcn,selvcs by

alr l  hr-qc :rcccptccl ( in this rcspcct) by othcl castcs. I t  rs rn inrlqc that

in  c l t r  dcs :

- Arl  l l l l -crnbr.rcinq (occrr l t)  krrorvlccigc, onh'r tract iou oiwhich rvoulcl

bc krro$'n to t t t t t t t l r i i l 'adi-t  ()t  lesscr st:rtus.Thc highcr spir i t t l l l  po\vcr

oi t l ic I . . lentbtr i l i r is is bOrrrc out in t t l t t t t '  \ \ : ; i -Vs: onCc, Sotl lc C(l l l l l t r . l

wcrc sutiuqi l tcd by :r N.rrnbLrrl i l i  ancl chccri tr l ly :rbrrn. loncc.l  t l . rcir

lou,-c:rstc lui lstc[ to scrvc t] lcir  r tcs'  otrc; i tr  i l l )  Ezl) i lv: l  tcplplc i t  is

tIc usc to invokc I]r lhnrin girosts ( l3r ir l l t torrt [-r/ t , t-ç-tt t)  i r t  oldcr to

cxorclsc uirs.rt ist lccl t lcrr, . ls, icrr i l I rrhrtr in ghosts ,r lc cle e nic. l  to bc thc

ttrost pou'crful : t t t totrq t l lc t l i : . t t ls.
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- A high lcvcl of puriry rvhich cnablcs thcir brund of ur:rqic to cnjoy
:r rcputation for non-violcrrcc (at lcast agîinst hunr:rn bcines): lct us
rcc:rl l  lrorv the srtddrsltatta ltorrt,urt pertbrnrccl byTlnri l Brrrhnrirrs led
to the advancclltcr)t of thcir own cncllty! Witchcrrrfl pmctisccl by
thc intcrnrccli lrv c:istcs, dcscribcd :rs'r:rj:rsik' (ectivc), arc sonren,h:rt
rrrorc rrurlriquous.As t,or thc 'tarrt.: 'sik'(d:rrk, qloorny) cilstc's, rt is s:rid
tlr:rt thcl ' c.ur orrly inclulgc iu black ur:rqic. (scc, too, K:rpur l9tl3:
e511.)

Ilut individual variations are possiblc cvcn rvithin rrscribcd Nrunbudiri
'non-violcnce'. An Ezl.ravl tcrnplc in Tricl.rur ir icludes a srrr;rl i  shrinc
dcclic:rtcd to thc spirit oi a tle:rrl Nrnibucliri, :r pon'crfi,r l trkuttrdt,ddi,
rvhosc l i r rks to tcr r i ly ine godclcsscs : r rc  h iqhl iehtcc l .  In  thc s: r rnc
pcrspcctivc, a tncnrber of thc Kattunra.hur Housc docs ]cknorvlcdcc
tlrc cxistcrrcc of'bld'Nanrbucliri rrr,uttrtvtdis, but clocs not rvish to citc
tr:rnrcs (thouqh thcrc urc tcxtual trlr l i t ions in Kcr:rl:r in rvhich n:rnrcs
arc rivcu).

KANIYAN ASTROLOGERS

Ait iror.rgh thcir c:rstc status is rel:r t ivcly lorv, in ccrt:r in rcspccts K;rnivan
:rstroloqcrs h;rvc rr sonrcrvhat v;rr iablc soci:r l  posit ion. Mnny oi t l -rcnr
rrc f irrnre rs rvorking on snral l  holcl ints, poor lnt l  ottcn hclt l  i rr  colt tcnipt.
Others, l ikc K.N.i l .  As;rn l ivine in thc statc crpit l l ,  {ct sorne prosperity
out of thcir spccialzed protcssion :rnd e njoy thc rcspcct of socict l '  :r t
l : i rqc.r ' '  

- I 'he 
rncnrbcrs of thc crstc, .rs such, are suppose t l  to h:n'c sonrc

powers tbr pr:rct isint exorcisrtrs. Fronr thc origin, lccorcl inq to onc of
thc clstc's lnyt l ls, thcy hrve been ni lr t iciatrs. Hor." 'cr. 'cr,  no stunciurcl
prirct icc exists. In sorne purts oIKe ral l ,  Klnivrtns nr:rkc tcrr i tyinq nrrsks
autl  rvcar thcnr u,hi lc pcrfornrirrg dances l ikc thc lo/, lrr  tr i l l r l . r" Asun
arrcl othcrs l ikc hini,  ho'tvcvcr, tre t t tnttrcu,tdi-ç rvhosc pr: lct icc is tr lsccl
upon urcditat ion, rvorship ancl sacri i lc i ;r l  r i tLr:r ls.

Thc i r  n r ls te ry  o i  as t lo log ica l  t rnc l ines  r l ; rkcs  thc  I i ; rn iv r rns  : rn
inrportnnt nodc in thc soci l l  nctrvork of spccial ists r le:r l i rr{r l . . i th ruis-
lbrtune. This is purt icul.rr ly rrurc irr r l tc c.rsc of rnistbrtunc occurring
antonq those rvhosc social st i , l tus is conrplr;rblc to, or l-r ighcr th;rn thlt  oI
thc K:tni1'ans thcnrsclvcs, ancl this inclrrdcs Muslirns ;rnt l  ( l ]rr ist i ;rrrs.

Not ahvays cio thc Kaniyarls thcnrscivcs clispcnsc tlc:rtrncr)t to thc ltllictccl.
Frccprently, altcr sctt ine dorvn thc rstral ch:rr;rctcr ist ics oi thc problcni
on a prpcr, they rvi l l  rcttr  thcir cl icnts to othcr specnl ists s'ho rvi l l
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dispcnse thc actrral trcâtnlcnt-thesc ranqc frotn exorcists lnd tentplc

pricsts to cloctors ancl psyt.hi l tr- ists.Anci in thc ovcrrr l l  discottrsc clc-al inc

rvith thc c. luscs oinrisfort l t trc, i t  is thc lstrologcr u'ho clctcrtt t i l )cs-or

confirnrs-thc cxistctrcc of art cttcttr l ' .

Thc i r  sc icncc ,  n r tc l  soure t in )cs  t l rc i r  Sanskr i t  k r ro rv lcdgc ,  po in ts

cxpl ici t ly torv;rrcls t l -rc nrorlcl  of thc IJral inr ins. C)nc oithc c:rstc's trr l ' ths

ho lc ls ,  in  iac t ,  th l t  t l - rc ,v  n rc  c lcsccnc l : tn ts  o f  a  t l l l en  Nrnr i ruc l i r i

(Padnunabh: r  Mcnon 1933:  4 ' l8 i f  . ) ,  thc  c l t t sc  o f  t l t i s  t - : r l l  bc ing ,  as  i s

oftcn thc casc, a nris: i l l iancc.At thc s:rnrc t ir trc, thc pr;rct icc of astroloqy-

is loc:r l ly recognized as intr insical ly arubigtrotrs. Another r lryth tcl ls us

that Subr:rhurrul) ' :u)1, thc son of Siv.r,  fotrndcd this discipl inc, rtrci

prccl ictccl th: i t  his f : i thcr rvotr l . l  orrc t lay bc t 'ccltrccci to bcqq,rr l ' .  Thi '

enmgcd Siva pronrptlv crtrsccl this ncs' ly bortr scictrcc rt trcl  cot isiqtrcd

it  to ctern:r l  t l iscre r i i t  ( ibid.).Thc gocls ( l ikc oLlr owll  corl tcl)rpor.rr ics?)

do not sccnl to dist ingr.r ish bctu't-ctt  t l -rc c:rplci tv to pre cl ict tnisfortutrc

arrt l  thc c: ipncit lr  to provokc i t .  I I t  rutv crrsc, thc Krrrr iylns :rrc i . ,cl icvct l

to posse ss knou' lcclqc :ts s'cl l  :rs porvcr, r l tboueh, unl ikc t l tc N:rrr iburl ir is,

thcy do not cnjoy t lrc rcptrt l t iotr oiusitrq cit l icr only tor goocl purposcs.

MAGICIANS IN A 'P IRSONAL CAPACI ' IY :

T I I I r  LXAI ! {PLL Ol :  IZ ] IAVA SI IRINLS

Thc r r r ; r r r : r tgc ls  o i  tbc  Cr r l l r l l  t c l l l p lcs  i r t  t l r c  T t ' i c l r r r l  r t rc : t  . lo  I lo t  q r ' t

l ronr thc fàct they lrc'  Ezhav;ts : tn1' prtrt ictr lar rcptttr i t iott ,  i rc i t  for thcir

krrorvlcclqc or thcir r i tr-rel :rbi l i t f  in rt tatrtnu,odtrrrr.Wit l i  a vicu'to lceit i-

n r . r t c  t h c i r  p o w c r ,  t h c l ' l r c  t h c n  c l r i v c n  t o  h i g h l i g h t  u r r i n l v  n v o

charac ter is t i cs .

F i rs t l1 . ,a t  thc  o r i r l in  o ic : rch  o i t i r csc  [anr i l v  tcnrp lcs  i s ; r t r  i l scc t i c  \vho

rvls :rblc in cl:rys of yorc to obt:r in both thc r, ,(r,r lnr rnd thc r. ision i ionr

thc qocl.This i lscct ic, ccntrel to thc l i r)ci l{ :c cult ,  is bcl icvccl to hlvc trot

cl iccl rcl l lv but to hrrvc rrt t ;r inct l  surtadlt i  ( ' rnccl i t l t ion, lcconrpl ishnre nt ')

instcaci.  I- I is bodi '  l . r ls bccn br-rr icd into :r pit ,  in a scatcri  posit ion, ;rnd

thc pit  covcrct l  rvi th a stonc sl;rb. Such co'u'erct l  pi ts (cl l lccl cqu:r l ly

sruttddlt i) ,* 'hich cln be observed in nrrtny Callrr i  te nrplcs in thcTrichr.rr

rcq ion .  sc rvc  hcrc  in  l c t t ra l  r i tua l  rs : r l ta r  to r  thc  s lc r i t l cc  o I fb rv l .Thc

prcsti tc r>i strch satrradlt is is sr,tch thrt onc C.-rr/ l rrr shrinc, u'hich c:r l ls

i t sc l i r r r r r / / ra r r r  ( 'n lo r ) : l s tc rv ' ) ,has  cvcn  tn 'o  o i thcn i  (Ch: i i tuny : r  D . rs  1987) .

Thus, transnrrssion oi u powcr r lcr ivcrl  i rorn rrncicnt, distant asccticisnr

contr ibr,rtcs to lcqit ini l t inq thesc Ezhrvu nt i l t îrdktdis. Ànchorcci in thc

l ) i l s t ,  (  ons t i t r . r t i r rq  : r  l ) c rn r . i l r cn t  s l , cc i t l c i t v  o l -  t l r c  l i r rc , rqc ,  i t  t l i sPcr rs . ' s
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tod:rv' .s prlct i t iol lcr-s fronr the necd to srrbnri t  thcrnsclvcs rc:r l ly to sirni lar
austcri t ics-a l l lcrc ini t iat ion to thc rrrr lr l rrr sr.rf l lccs.

Scco'cl ly, thcsc tc'rPlcs b:rsc thcir cf l lcncv on t lrc l iv inq prcsc,cc of
thc cotl .The- cl l /(r , ,  shrir)cs rvc hlve scel l  opcri l tc as shrirrcs fbr cults of
posscssion. C(l/ /( l l  Lrccol lrcs inclrn:rtc, clucidltcs hinrsclf  thc problcnrs
of his cicvotces, pro' i iscs thcnr his cl ircct assist irncc. Hc h: is clcctet l  for
l i fè thc otrc iu u'hortr hc irrcarn:i tcs, providcd thc rnrrn h;rs shotvrr sonre
' inc l r r r : r t ion ' .  

S t rch  c l i v inc  r r iun i t i ' s tu t ion  bccor r rcs  e  sccor rc l  ru : r r r r rc r  o t
lcgit irrrat ir ie thc pr:rct icc of rtrarttrduttt !dLrr, by rctèrr inq to i l  contcnrporary,
pcrsoul l izcd ancl periodicl l ly rcncr'" ' rrble divine clcct ion.

Ncithcr ior.r of lcgit iui isat iorr bcrrcf l ts thc Ezir:rv:rs :rs a custc. Thc
srrnc :rppl ics to al l  thosc ttmtûravadis rvho act in an'urdivicl trrr l ' ,  or just
' f i rnri l ial 'crpacity. 

Thcst- p*ct ir iorrcrs crrun.rt  rclv on i l  c: lstc reputatiol l
for rrtatrtrat 'ada,r l 'd h:rvc rr problcur of lceit ir ' ; lcy to sol 'c, ci thcr-by
taki 'g rccourse to thc nvo ;rbovc-'re' t io 'cc' l  l l rcthods, or throrgh otrrer
nrodali t ics, such ls spir i tul l  l f l l l iat ion to a.(rrnr or knorvlcclqc of trcatises.
Thcir r.olc is pcrccivccl in rr sonrcrvhrt arrrbiguous n)i lnr)cr, too, bciug
t tc i thc r ' conr1- r l c tc ly  eooc l '  nor 'conrp lc tc ly  b : r t1 ' . I3u t  thc i r  vc ry  cx is tcncc
is srsniflcant, calling to urintl rvhrrt P. IJrorvn rvrotc lbout thc htc I\onrln
Arrr iqr-r iw: 'Sucl 'r  

sorccrf is vcry n.ch a rarr ièrc ()rt)crrr nux tûlcnts. A
rnan o f  occu l t  l c l rn ing  cou l  , l  p l l c l t c ,  u t l r r ipu l . r t ( - ,  cvL . l l  th rc : r tcn
supr;rhunran powcrs to his :rdvantlge. I f  a socictv gcts the sorccrv i t
dcscrvcs, thc Latc A't iquit l  sorccry is .  tr ibutc to t lrc lclr 'cc. l  a'd
courpcti t ivc spir i t  prev.r i l ing in thc l l r-r icl  :rrcls oi socicty ir i  s 'hich i t
wls nlosr r: i t t '  ( I l rorvn 1970: 3.1t1-.).r l

THE PAI{AYANS

As iar ;rs thc Prraya's ar..  corccrrcd, thcy arc bra'dcd rvith a clccide dly
ncq:rt i ' " 'c irrraec. Early r\ \ 'cnt icth ccntury conrpi lat iorrs dcscribc thcnr as
bondccl :rgricultural lrrbourcrs, nnts lncl blskt-ts nurkcrs, of vcr1, lorv
stâtus.Thcy rvcrc saicl to bc- dirry, backrvard, clrr ion-elr ing pr: lct i t ior le rs
of cxorci.snr.s ;rncl nccronrancl ' ,  pcrsonityiuq thc qtral i t ic.s of I , trrrds,tnt
(dlrkncss) in thc eycs ot 'othcrs. '  curiorrsly e 'ouqh, :r t  this t lcr. l lucd
pole of socicty, rve hncl a conrpleurent:rr i ty bctrvccn castcs sinri l : i r  to the
ottc th;t t  cxists i l lnoltq t l-r t-  rrppcl clstc-s.Thrrs, ç,I1cp t[c Ptr l :rv:rps, g4ro
rvcrc elso fornrcrly bonrlccl :rsr icultuml lrrboure rs of sirrr i l l r  st:r tus, cl :r i11
to bc r lcscc'dcd tro'r fal le'  kines, thc i) ;rray; ins look rrpon thcrusclvcs
as clo$'nqrlded Nanrlrrrcl ir is-and t l ic f i rner: i l  r i tcs rvhich thcy irç1-i61111
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tor thc Pul:ry:rns cnsrlrc thrt thc l l t tcr are forgiven tor their si trs and

savcd t l 'onr cvcrl :rst inq hcl l  (scc'Thali :r th 19-i6: 1035ff.) .

As cl l lk irnuqcs oithc lunrinorrs Nlntbtrdir is (rvhosc vcry nlnre cvokcs

l ieh t ) ,  thc  Pnmvrns ; r rc  s : r id  f t r 'o thc ls )  to  p rov idc  io r  thc  sorccrc rs  o i

thc  rvors t  k ind ,  thosc  rvho s ' i l l  s top  : l t  no th inq  in  tcnns  o f  occu l t

lsgrcssion pcrpctr. i tccl rrt  thcir cl icnt 's bidding, thosc to 
"vhonr 

thc

b lood ics t  o f  p lac t i ccs  r r rc  a t t r ib r r tc r l .  Ac t r . r l l i v ,  so l ) rc  r11ay  todxy

lckrrorvlcdgc that thcy pcrfolnr r i tu:r ls tbr :r t teck. I lor,r 'cvcr, thc cf lcct ivc

lcvcl oIviolcuce i lvolvcrl  rrr thcsc sacri t lccs sclr iorn sccnrs to go bcyoncl

thc slcr- i f icc oisru;r l l  :rnintrr ls, nrost oi;r l l  of fo* ' l  ( thoirqh wc nrust rccal l

Kanr : r l : r  I ) : rs  tcs t i tnor ry  o i t i r c  r r ' i t chcr : r f t  dor rc  t ry  k i l l i nq  : l  ca t ) .

Th is  in r rqc  o I  thc  Pur lvu l rs  \ \ ' : l s  cvcn  s t fonqcr  in  car l i c r  t in rcs .

Accorcl iDg to gcncr:r l  oPirr ion of t ]rc t inrc, sontc Plr lvan sorcL-rcrs,

cal lccl in this plrt icular c:rsc ()/ i ) /(?rr-(.  r '" 'crc bclcr. 'ct l  to bc adcpts oi thc

cighth und rvorst catcgor) 'ofthc rvitchcratt acts, thc 13reaking (ot i) .r l

Using spccir l ly nraclc oi ls, onc of rvhicl.r  bcing preplrcd tronr n lrunrart

lbctu. cxtrrctcd;r l ivc fronr i ts urothcr 's rvonrb ( i Ipossiblc a l ' r i r l l ' r  castc

r .vonr r rn ) ,  thcn  p t r t  to  c lc l th : rnd  s t rbnr i t t cd  to  corup lcx  p roccsscs  o l -

prcpar:rt ion, ot i l tur-s rvcre ablc to Lrcconrc invisiblc or to rssurlrc thc

forrrr oi nn rrninr; i l  of t l ' rcir  choicc, such as ;r cat. :r  dog or l  bul l .  The

nlorc uttcl l t ivc obscrvcr rvorr lcl  noticc, horvcvcr, thc lbscnce oirr t l i l  or

a sini i l rrr defornriq' ,  ap:rrt  t lol l l  t l . rc l lct that invariably thcir cry is that

of thc . jrckrl  (Unni Na1'.rr 1952: (r5; K:r;rtrr 1983: 19fi- .) .  The t ' t i ) ,rrr

rv:rndcrs thus et niqht, rcldy to aqqress l-r is vict irrrs irr  en isoletc-t i  spot-

shettcr iug their vcrtcbr:rc or stranql inq thcnr by squcczing their ncck

bctrvccn trvo st icks. Anthropologist Anlnt l-r;rkr ishna Ivcr notcd l t  thc

bcg inn ing  o f  th is  cc r i ru r l ,  (1969,  I :81) : 'Th is  cu l t  h : rs  L rccn  prac t iscd  b1 '

t l-re Prr:ryans sonrc twcnty yc;rrs : igo, to a vcry larqe cxtcnt [ .  .  . ]  end

cvcn now, i t  h:rs not quite dicd out. [ .  .  . ]  Thc rccords of cr irnirul courts

rttcsr thc powcr lnd pr6'v3lg,1cc of this persu:rsion :ul lonq thc rnore

intcl lrgcnt :rnd hiehcr clesscs. '

I vc r  o l .sc rvcs  t i r r thc r  ( i t . i . l . )  rh : i t  t l r c  P . r r : r1 . r r r :  rvc rc  q t r i t c  rc t i ccn t  to

ciabor;rtc c'rn thc topic. Accordinq to hinr, thcy' 'kccp 
t l .re cult  :r  t lc ld

sccre  t ,  und p lo tcss  to ta l  iqnorancc  orv ing  to  thc i r  f l l r  o ipun ishr r rcn t ' .

Thcrc rvcrc dcfinitcly goocl relsons lor th:rt ,  as Thurston rnd [\anea-

char i  rcpor tc t l :

In 183-1. thc inl iabit :rnts oi scr,cr.r l  vr l l .rgcs in M.rlab.rr etr.rckccl a vi l l . rgc of
Par.r iyrrns on thc r l lcqc(l  qround that dcaths of pcoplc ancl cl t t le, and the
protr:rctcL' l  labour oI i l  wor])an in chrld[.cd. hed bccn causcd by thc practicc
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of 
1o1cïr 

by the Paraiyarx. They wcre bearc' i.hunra'ely, rvith trrcir ha'ds
t ied behird r l ieir backs, so that scvcral <i ied. Thc vi l lagcrs rverc drivc' ,
bou 'c l ,  i , to  a  r i ver ,  i r r r ' c rsed ' ' c rc r  rv l t c r  so  as  ' c ; r r l y  to  p roc lucc
srrffocatio' ,  l 'd thcir orv'  chi ldre' rvcrc forced to rub sa'd i . to their
* 'ou'cls. Thcir sctt lc 'cnt wrs then razecl to thc grolr 'cl  ;r ' t l  thcy rvcre
driven into bamshnrcnt. (Thurston ald Repgac[ari  l909,Vt: t30ff.)11

TI.re occult viole'cc of which paraya's arc dee'cd capablc oi is but
o'e aspect of the :rbject io'rvhich highcr castc pcoplc rt t i ibutc to thcr ' .
Br 'r t  sr-rch a' ascribcd violc.cc c. l l 'ot rcal ly co'st i tutc i tsclfas î col l l l ter_
powcr rn socicty, though i t  rnay bc sonrct inrcs irnagincd ls sucl_r. Irs
:rf} i ' i ty with 'dark'css' 

bri 'gs i t  closc to dl 'gcrous cl ivi ' i t ics a'd to
'r isfortu.e i tsclf , ' raki.g i t  the 'egativc polc of rcl i t ious practicc :rnd
represcntations in Kerala. Horvever, i t  is al ivays conrplctely co'tained
a'd cortrol lcd by the real physical viole'ce rsed by the .,pp",."r, .r .
A'cl  i '  ide ological ter 'rs, the paray;i 's '  attr ib,te c-l  viole'cc is re. luced
to be 'rerely a part of Brahr' i ' ical k 'orviedge, rvhich is u' ivcrsal cr
lrypotlrcsis.

Thcrcforc, l lot iol)s about occ' l t  aggrcssio's c. l l l rot bc dissociatcd
fior '  Kcrl lai  tradit io'al powcr str lrcturc, cslrcci.r l ly iu thc lqraria'
co'tcxt.rsThis'ray rvel l  bc i l lustr lrcd by t lrc tol lorvins srorv abàut thc
dc:rth of a lorv-c:rstc rccro'ra'ccr at thc rra'cls of t l i "  nrcrrrbcrs of a
Nayar Housc' Ma'akaruprt House-of rvho,r thc 'arr l tor is a scio'
(Urrrii N:ry:rr 1952: 61tr.):

It rv:rs a vcry sr.rbtlc but srnistcr form of blackr-nail. In thc bcginning, pcrhaps
he poisoned a ferv catt lc, and h:rvins thr-rs cstabl ishc.l  l r i ,  . . :put.t io,,  Ir" o,
back to c' joy thc fruits of his clevcr 'css. No c:r l [  diccl,  'o . l r i ta r. l  i i l  al ter
that, br-rt  our l lecro' lâl lccr wrs sc.t lor ir  l  hurry. For .r co,siderutio'  hc
:rqrccrl  ci thcr to cLlre thc c.r ist int i l ls or prcvcut f tr turc oucs Jccor(l ing rs
(shrcrvt l  ru:ru th:rt  I tc rves) hc judeccl the scriousness of rhc concl i t ior l  ot
thc  p . r t i c ' r .  A  rccur rc 'ce  o f  the  d iscesc  i '  l  ho ' rc  . , r ,h ic l i  hecr  bought
i ' r ' ru' i ty cl id l i t t lc to lorvcr his reput.rt io,,  as evcryonc, i '  fair 'css, orvccr
that hc rvls l  chc:rt  as rvel l  as a scou'drcl.  Hrs cric ' tèle i 'crc.rscd, his busi-
ncss l lourislrccl,  autl  hc prospcrcd.

Hc seldo'r tr icd corclusiors rvith thc 'rc '  of Ma'aka'rp:rt .  rvlr.se stccl
[of thcir srvords] lvas an rrgLlnlent hc knerv he could not beat. IJut sonrc
arroqencc,sonic inipisl i  dcvi lry, nrat lc hir l  ol)cc or Nvicc procl;r ipr to:rt lpr ircrs
tha.t hc' harl  cast his spel l  o'  M:rr,rk:r.rpat :r ,d the iarrr i ly rvourrl  soo'
rc;r l ize his porvcr. Thc 'rc '  of Ma'aka'pat bidccl thcir t i ' rc ,rrr. l  o.c dly
tl-rcy struck. The sorccrer was Lrrought r-,e forc thcnr bou'cr h:r'cr .r'.1 fooi
o' a ch;rrgc of steal ing catt le a'd of various si ' r ihr ;rct ivi t ies, i 'c lut i i 's
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murdcr, nonc of rvhich hc could clcny. He rvls tiikcn to the plirtfornr [for
cxecutionl .  .  .

Tire behcading of the sorccrcr shi i ts thcn thc balancc of porvcrs onto

arlothcr pl: lnc:

It  appc.rrs th.rt  thc nran s,hen dc.rcl bcclnrc cvcn n)orc of a nuis:rnce than
rvhcn:i l ivc. His hcad. t l ic lctcnd se)'s, spràng trp to the topurost brarrch o[
thc trcc, thc cycs rol l inq in :r i rcnzy anrl thc Lrcc r inqcnt. Thc bloody hcad
thcn hr , r r t l cd  th ror . tqh  sp : rcc : rn t l  : r l i eh tcd ,  thc  f . rcc  s t i l l  r vork ing ,  on  the
c : r t t l cshcd o f  : r  nc rqhbor , r r ing  1 : r r ru .  

- I -hc  
fa rnrc r  i r r  t c r ro r  gevc  thc  sou l

s; lr lctr.r . l r)  by bui ldrng l  nrcnroriel lor thc hcad. Thus K.rnd:rth Ranran [thc
sorccrcr] u,.rs rnstallcrl irr thc lvl:rrrnat l:rnril1,. [1,cr rvorship]

In dclt l .r ,  Krnd:rth l \ ;rnun bccrnrc rvorsl ' r ippecl by t l .rosc rvho rvcrc

cither sccking his t-avouls, or nrcrcly dcsirous to bc sparccl the rvrong

k i r rd  o f  f .n  o r r rs .  Or rc  d . r r ' .  i r rc . r r r r , r t cd  i r r  thc  pcrson o [ : r  posscsscd nr ( ' l l )bc r

of t l -rc Mlnnrt NavJr House, he conf-r 'ontcd thc Man:rkanrp:rt  Hor.rse\

Gocldcss, hcrsclf  inc:rrnated in l .rer r.rsr.ral nran. Side by sidc, thcy both

dance d in the courtvard of thc Manakanrpat House. As they strode to

anci f io, cach one ( in accordar.rcc rvith thc practiccs of thc rcgion)

rvhackccl his t ,orchcld rvit l .r  his srvord'unti l  blood strc:rrned dorvn thcir

f i rccs lnd bl inded thcnr'

Finel ly R:rnran, rvi th ln :rbjcctness ivhich q.rve M;ru;rk;rntp;rt  s: i t isfuct ion,
askcd for forqivcness, ancl srvorc hc ncvcr rvould shorv his nranifestat ions
on Mlnakamprt cstrtc or [-r is repentancc nrakinq l-r inr l ;rrgc of pronrise] in
the est:rtc of ,rnyouc rel:r tcd to M:rnak:rnrpat; l -re f led horvl ing, r levcr to

derkcn our doors ag.r iu.

Thc Manlkl l l rp:rts, ccrt:r iu of thcir ()wn powcr ovcr lncl l  and of thc

powcr oi thcir godclcss in thc invisiblc rvorld, could al lorv thcurselves

sonrc iurl l lscl lrcut ovcr thc prctcnsions of the 'scouDdrcl ' ,  rvhe the r iD l i fe

or  in  dc l th .As  Augé s r id  (1982:  257) , 'Prc tcns ions  o iporvcr ,  rvhcn no t

rct lcctecl in soci:r l  or pol i t icr l  posit ion, nrust nrcct t l .rcir cncl ir t  r idiculc

or in blood. 'Sccpticisnr i tsclf  appcrrs thcn as an inteqrl l  part oiporvcr

rclat ionships, rrs nruch on thc hunian ir l lnc as on the divine.Wc nrust

bcar in nrind that thc I lr lhnrir ls, ât thc vcrv sunrnri t  of t l .re soci lL

hicrlrchy, arc uuongst thc niost opcn of 'sccptics' .  Rrrt rvhrt thcv rel ir te

is rrot t l -rc ct}c:rcy of rt tatr lras,but onl l ' thc spir i tu:r l  porver of lorv-stxtus

ntatr lrowdis.Thcncc col lres thc sorncrvhrrt parldoxical aff irr .nlt ion thlt

those rv i ro  pmct ise 'b lack  ur rg ic '  : r rc  i r r  f : rc t ' char l l tans ' .36
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the discoursc on r,vi tchcrrft , 'non-violcnce' is constructcd at
g11'q lgvgl5-1lrat of intcrperson:r l  rclrrt ionships, and th:rt  of socir l  groups.

ln intcrpcrson:r l  rcl l t ionships, inr. 'olvinq al) : ' .ccuscr rnc-l  his cncnly
(rvith thc fbr 'rcr bei 'g thc o'c wc trsrral lv corlrc to krorv), t ]rc occr.r l t
v io lcncc  o f ' thc  o thcr ' i s ; r  g iven .Th is  v io lc ,cc  i s  tho 'gh t  o f  ; rs  a  con-
jrrnct ion of the violcncc cxpericnccrl  by thc accuscr :rs his ruisfbrtrrnc,
;rnd oi thc violence of the passions hc attr ibutcs to l t is cncni1,. Auy
rcprisal is lcgit inratecl in advancc: i t  is nrcrcly l  dcf-cncc. Othcrs, of
course, could e:rsi ly intcrplct such a dctence as an atterl ]pt to usc rvitch-
crrrf t ,  cspecial ly sincc the reprrt l t ion of t l .re t trarrtrat, tdis posscss thlt  saurc
anrbivalencc rvhich is attr ibtrtcd to the divinit ics they uranipul:rtc. unl ikc
Tltc t t t tuttnu,adi, thc accr.rsed-the cnc'ry- is f icqucntly sonrcoue closc
to thc vict ir ' ,  :r  rclat ivc or l  col lcaqr.rc. Thc pattcr l l  of :rcctrsatio,s
rcvc : r l s  tcns io r rs  bc t rvccn  : r  soc i . r l l l '  r r roLr i l c  : r r r r l  conr l r t . t i t i vc  cor r tcx t , : rn t l
olclcr forrus oi loyalr i '  and soci;r l  cqui l ibr irrrn. vicrve d thr-rs, thc 'uurbcr
of accttsations berrvcetr brothcrs rncl sistcr. s secnrs part icularly signi i ic;rnt.
The coni l ict that is pl:ryetl  out throtrr lh accusations of rvi tchcraft
rcconf iqurcs  i rc lccd  i r l t c rpcrsou: r l  rc lu t io 'sh ips  rv i tho t r t 'eccss . r i l y
t lki t t tr  re cotr lsc to physical violcucc.rT

wlrerr co'siclcr ing social gror.rps, i t  is thc ,t turtrn,t t l i  (e.t l  'ot thc
cncrny) rvhosc inragc is involved. Thc prlct ice of rvi tchcrr i t  is prrt  of a
cornplex of rcprcsent:rt ions ubout spir i tuel powcr, knorvle t lgc, ' inl latc

c1r-r:r l i t ics' ,  
"r 'hicir 

arc insep:rrablc fronr clstc hicr;rrch;r In this rcspcct,
two stcrcotypical poles arc t lcf lncrl .  Thlt  oithc IJr;rhruins (knorvlcclrc,
prrr i ty, occtr l t  porvcr ' ,  non-violcncc) and t lut of parry:rns ( i*norrrnce,
ir 'ptrr i ty, t ia.ci ,  cr i ' r in:r l i ty).  Doubtlcss, thc r:cl l i ty oi cl iscourscs r 'rry
bc ttrore conrplcx, as rtruch orving to l)Ll i l l tccs in u, l l r t  is s:r icl  rvi t l t in
cithcr polc. ls on account of t l -rc cxistencc of str lv socci:r l ists rrprl  c:rstes
of intcrnrcdiary status. The 'socio-rnoral '  

pol: ir i ty thus cst:rbl ishcrl  is
rronethcicss sclÊinrposing in thc locl l  societ l ' .  Irr  t l r is rvay, thc occr.r l t
violcncc :rt tr ibtrtccl to thc untoucl 'urblcs nrust bc rc-situ:rtcd in t lrc contc.xt
oitheir rcprcssior, lnd should lcss bc seen es:i  sy'rbol of rcvolt  thrrn as
:rrr addit iorul nrark of inthnr) '-an irnlgc f irrnly grorrndctl  in t l rc loc:r l
powcI structurc.

I  y  pcrso , i$ i .g  thc  v io lc ' t  : l . r i  i l t r l ) ' r c  p . l c  o i  r . r - i iq io .s  rc_
prcscnt r t io ls ,  lnd  dcsp i tc  . l ccus : l t io ls  o icxp lo i t inq  t l rc  ignomncc : r r rc l
clcclul i t l '  of their cl icntelc, lorv crstc sorccrcl-s ;rrc f i ' l r :r .cl  ncvc-rt lrclcss
bv those rvho c:ur f lor.rr ish ncithcr thc scriptr.rrcs (thc I, i r l ,r-s) rr.r .  thc
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srvord. In tàct, nrorc oftcn than not, i t  rvi l l  bc cl ivinit ies rvorshipped

Ârrronrr lorv castcs (as in thc case of Cattatr) rvho rvill bc invoked for
rtrrurtravadanr by upirer-castc practi t ioners. Pragnr.rt ic arguurcnts nray
dorrbt less bc givcn in just i f icat ion, al l tong thcnr thc fact that such
divinit i t-s : trc closcr to ordin:rr l  hurrran activi t ics than highcr gods in
thc p:rnt l icon. I l tr t  t l icrc is, too, :r  kinci oi inrpl ici t  rccognit ion that
occult i rorve r nrây conre lrorn trvo rchtcd sorlrccs: onc correspotrcls to
thc i t ihcrcnt strcnqih of t t t is lortunc, rs rcprcsclt tcd, c:rr.rscd anci frcquently
cvcn rerucdict l  by thcsc dir, ini t ics; : tncl the ot l tcr arises fronr the l l lc l tacc
to thc social order rvhich lurks front thc clarkncss i l t  i ts l l t . l rqins, rs is
iniagincd hcrc to be the casc rvit l i  thc Paravans (or, clse',vhere in Kcrala,
ancl ior other rcrsons, u' i th Christ ial i  or Musl irn sorccrcrs).

To gct back to t l .rc cx;ur.rplc of Cattmr: rvhi le the god nray be rvor-
shippcd by Nanrbudir is as nnrch as by untotrchrrblcs, sr-rcl .r  rvorshi l ' r  is
of]èrt-,- l  iu cxtrcnrclt '  cor)trastccl s,ays.Thrrs, trnl ike the lorvcr castes, t l -rc
Krrttrrnracl;rnr FIor.rse sult juqatcd Cartt t t ,  and trvice ovcr at that, f i rst
throuqh :rn ancicut forcbc:rr lnr l  thcrr thlotrr l l i  thc qodtlcss oIthc Housc.
The cod\ nialcf lc pou'er is suirordinrtcd .rnd thcrcbv tr:rnsrnutcd.W'hen
up l rc r  c is tc  r r tan t rm, td is  th r rs  cont ro l  and uran ip t r l : r t c  in fc r io r  dc i t i cs
rvhicl i  :rrc t l ic tbunt of nrisior-tr.rrrc, thcv rc:rf t l rur :r  globl l  orr lcr in
s'hich thcy p()sit  t i )cnrsclvcs l \  niastcrs, and in rvhich thcsc very dcit ics,
o r rcc  s t rbord i ru tcd ,  bccornc  pro te  c t i vc  : rnd  bcnc t lccn t .  Out  o f  a  v io lcncc
vicrvcd : ls pxrt of ; l  st ir tc of anonric, colt tcs l l  violcncc toundinc an
ordt-r n'hich is cvcntual ly l t  t l . rc scrvicc of r c:crt l in ideal of non-violcnce:
this providcs lbr rr clvnlrnic ot- poscr stru.tr lr i l tq thc divine rvorld,
hunrln lrcinqs, lnd socie't t ' .

I ly cst.rbl ishins 'a 
continuitv bctrvccn t irc bioloqic:r l  :rnc' i  thc socir i

o r t l c r ,  rvher t -b t '  t l r c  t i r l tnc r  bcconrcs  a  s iqn i t i c r  o f  thc  l l t t c r '  (Augé

1982: 224), t l -rc cl iscor.rrsc lncl pr,rct icc oirvi tchcr:rf t  cxpl ici t  a ccrt:r ir .r
no t io r l  o f  sp i r i t r ra l  po \vcr  an t l  i t s  'qua l i t i cs '  

rvh ich  ordcrs  soc ia l
rcl :r t ionships. ln Kcrala, as clscvu'hcrc in Indi l i  rro clor.rbt,  r tr isfortune and
violcncc :rrc nlorc to bc ci lcuruscribcd than to bc crasecl-thc crucial
qucstion i l l  thirt  rcspcct bcing ouc of control. ' t8l iuc, non-violencc nright
st i l l  bc procl l inrcd xs â suprcnlc and al l-encourpassing value. But i t  is
col lstructcd, oircnl,v :rnd ccasclcsslv, on actu:r l  violent porver-bascd
rcl;r t ionships-bctu'ccn clstcs rvit l .r  stercotypical rt tr ibutcs, and betrvccn
ind iv idua ls  u ' i th  con0 ic t inq  po i t r ts  o f  v ie t ' .
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NOTES

+ Tl re French vers ion of  th is  papcr  u ' ls  rvr i t tcn in  1,992.  Sincc then,
inrportant relcvant studics have becn publishccl or havc corl lc to thc
lu thor 's  no t icc ,  rvh ich  thc-  p resc l l t  Enq l ish  vcrs ion ,  bc inq  a  n rc re
tr:rnsl:rt ion, docs trot inclr.rdc.

I  rvou ld  l i kc  to  thank  J .  Ass : ryag,  C.  C lénrcn t in -Ojh . r ,  C .  Co l ; rs ,
C. Gh:rsnri .ur. M.-L. Rcjruchc,A. dc Surrlv .urd D. Vid.r l  for thcir ericrrdly
rcatl ine o[:r t l rst drrrf t  of this paper ;urcl for t l :eir obscrv:rt ions. ln Indi l ,
f ic ldu'ork rvas nrarlc possible duc to thc support of ProtcssorVI. Subra-
ruonirur ( intcrnational School of Dr.rvidi.rn Linqui:t ics). Crrrol inc lrrd
F i l ippo  Osc l l r ,  i r r  : rdc l i t ron  to  nunrc rous  l r i cnd ly  d rscr - rss io r rs  r rn  the
toprc, kint l ly introdtrccd n)c to sonrù spccrl l ists in t lrcrr ow,n ûcir lrvork's
arca. Most dccisivcly, I  bencl l tcd corlr inLloLrsiy lronr thc indclat ie.rblc
.rssistirncc oi N. Il.;rjasckh.rrarr Nair and L.S. I\.yagopalan, lronr the aff;rble
rvi l l inqncss to bc ai,ai lable o[:r] l  thc spcci. l l isrs intcrvicr i ,cd,,rnrl  t i .oni the
hclp of M. Srvasankaren Nair for .r  ûrst transl.rt ion of K.N.lJ. As.rn's

L Transcriptiotrs arc lrascd or1 the lvlrlayâlanr spcllinq of rvortls
lrc nurkcd 'Skt ' ,  clcnotine S;rnskri t .
An .rtralysis of tradit ionel N;rnrbuchri .rnd Navlr .rr istocr.rcl '

; c-\ccPttolls

is  p rcscr . t t cc l

clseu'herc (Tirr.rbout 1991).
3. U. Sharnu's art iclc (1973) underscorcs the corttr i lst bctr. ,n,ecn thc sl,stcnr;rt ic

rccoursc to thc t l)eory of tr lr , , ,r l  rvhcn the rcàsolts tbr nristbrfuDc ;rrc
sought in thc lbstract, anrl  thc cxplnnations Fut forw:lr(.1 rn spccif ic
clscs of Drislort.r ,rnc- 'Pcrhaps thc conrDioDcst nlo(lc oi accourrt irrq lcrr
nristbrtuncs, cspccixl ly i l lncss or injur-v, is nor in tcr lns oi f ,rrrrr,r .  but of
thc nral icc of sonrc othcr pcrsons. dcity or pcrsonaliscd xqcl l t '  (Sharl l le
1(173:  354;  scc  too  s in r i l . r r  obscr r , . r r ions  i r r  lhbb  l9$3;  N ichrc r  i99 l ) .

.1. As:rn cl id not int l ic,rrc thc rc.\ t  l ronr * 'hrch hc t lrcrv thc cir:rr ion. nor
c o u l d  t h i s  b e  t r a c c d  s u b s c q t r c u t l y .  T h i t c  ( 1 9 S 2 :  1 7 f t . )  q u o r c s  s c v c r : r l
classic:r l  tc-xts in rvhich conrprrablc vcrscs cln bc tcluntl ,  thc .S(l /( l I , l rr l - \r , l . l i
iu p.rrt icular, rvhcre thcrc is :r  quitc sinri lar forntr lat ion.

5. The ' transicr:rble'ruturc 
of frarrrr,r  is dcb.rtcd l t  length in cl.rssicl l  tc-rts

(O'Fl.rherty 1980a-b; cortrparc rvit l i  the tr;r 'sfer of siu i '  thc / lrg l{ , , / ,r ,
r '  S i r luc i r . r  1933:  l t l l ) .  Wh. r t  D . r r r i c l  ( l9 l t3 :  29  l )  re lc rs  to  : rs  , l ) . r rc r l r ; r l

k,rntrd'  ,  ; ts opposed to 'cthicr l '  f torrrra, is visiblc too irr Fopul.1. .orions i '
t l i fcrerrt  p.rrts of Indi.  (C)arst;r irs rr 'd K:rpr-rr 7()76: 5911.; Hicbcrc l9l l3;
Sh: r r r ' . r  1973:  N,cko l l s  l9 lJ1 l  N ic l r tc r  1992) .  Spt : rk r rg  o i  l , , , r l r .  l Joo '
sugqcsts that the inrportancc oI r i tual isnr, l l lc:cstor ' ,vorship in p.rrt icul lr ,
c .u l l )o t  L rc  reconc i l cd  rv i th  ; r  iu l l y  e r ,o lve t l  c r i r i c . r l  doc t r i r )c  o i  a ( l r l r ( r
( l loon  19 t t3 :  1 t37)  Th . r t  v rcw 'po in t  cou ld . rpp ly  in  Kcr : r l . r ,  rvhcrc  uppcr
c:rstc Houscs ;rre f irnrly rootc(l  ln rvi t lclv-.rcknorl lct lqcd ,rnccstr! , .  :rnrl

6 .

MAGICÀL VIOLENCE AND NON-VIOLENCE |  241

rvhcrc ances[ors arc et  thc very heart  of  lorvcr  c, ts te cul t  Pràct ices.

Horvevcr, ttrc c-ristence of coprpar:rble llotions otr (',trttra in other p:irts

of  Indi l  suggcsts a necd for  caut iot ls  i t r terpretat tou.

Fo r  t c s tua l  s t ud ies ,  see  Th i t c  (Ch rps  2  and  3 ) ;  B r l o . l h i  xnd  Roy

C[orvdlpry (191]6) .  Atnotrg ethpotraphic obscrv:r t io ls:  Carstai rs apcl

Kap r r r  197 ( r :  581 f . ;H iebc r t  1983 ;N i ch te r  1979 ,  1992 ;She rn ) r  1973 ;  Wc i ss

c t  e l .  19116 ;  W i r z  1954 .  See  : r l so  Kaka r  1977 ; Jagg t  1973 .

On  rhc  co l ) ccp t  o [ ' s t r pc r s t i t i o t r ' a s  i t  ] r as  appca rcd  i n  n ro t l c r r l  l - l i nd t r

r l iscoursc.  scc Bh:rrat i  1c)70.

Arr  Engl ish t ratrs l l t io t r  of  th is te.r r  hrs becn publ ishcd by R. Vcnkata-

r ; r r r r ln,  IBH Praklshan' . i ,  IJanq.r lore.

I r rd ian astro log; ,  usu.r l ly  takcs rnto : lccoul l t  n inc 
'p lancts ' - the Sr.r t r ,

the Moon, Mcrcur l ' , \ 'cnt ts.  Mlrs,Jupircr ,  Sl turn,  I la/ i r r  and Krtr r .  R' r / r l i

: rud Kct t t  are inv is ib lc.  Whctr  pnl- r r l , t r r t . i .  or  t l t tcst ious'  ârc to be solvct l  ip

Kcral : r ,  astro logcrs takc also i t r t t ' r  copsic ler . r t iop t |e pt l lcûc Crr / i f rorr  (or

l larrd i ) . , r  sog of  S: t t t t t 'u  or ig in,r tcc l  rs a snr. t l l  b, r l l  of  d i r t  f rour thc lat tcr 's

body.Thc platrcts arc looked upon as div in i t ics ar ld,  dur ing thc pra ' r t tar t t ,

conre ul )dcr  the , ruthor i ty  o i  Dalr- i / r i r rarr i r r r t i ,  or  Siv.r  in I ts  : tscct ic  tornr

dispensine knorvledgc.  For thc nlost  e l rborate f , rd-{ ,1(1, , r - { ,  s t lch ls  cr iscs

af fect ing a tcnrple (equated rv i th ; r 'body'  thar catr  be af f l ic tecl ) ,  r t  is

pert icul : r r ly  iurportatr t  to t : rke adcl i t ional ly  i r l to accot l r l t  thc ot t tc t ts

providcd by l i l  thc evert ts  occt l r r inq rn the surrotr t rd i t rqs.

TI ' rc  tcxt  spcàks of  
'n , r : r th '  t t t rc ler  scvcral  l is ted c.r tegor ies,  br"r t  thcre

corr ld bc othcr  l l lo t ivcs too.  A gocl ,  errc l  inv is ib lc Powers sucI  ls  ISlut tatn

arrr l  Rat . r / ro- , . ts .  cotr lc l  i r r f l ic t  l t : t r t1.  s |or t r  6f  : t l l  rc 's t ' t l t t lcpr '  lv i t [  : t  v icrv

to gct  thcl r  fo\vcr  rccogl t izcd bY hl t tn: r t rs,  l l r l . l  to hc thcn 
'sc. l tc( l '  l l l  : r

s l r r ine and rvorshippcd.  Othcrs,  l ikc thc () t t t td l tLtr r l t t t r ,  u lay af lect  their

v ict inrs just  out  o i  lovc for  thcr l r .

Orr  Kerala 's Blwtût t ts  l t r t l  t tnsat is f ied dcrds,  sec Trrebor.r t  l9116:  19()2.

P , r n i k k . r r  ( 1 9 1 I  a - b )  s p c c l t l c s  t h ; r t  t l r c  w o r d s  o f  p r ; r i s e  n r u s t  b c

sl)ont : l r )coLls i f  thel '  l rc  to produce their  r t ra lcf ic  i t r f l t tc t rce.  Conrplrc

\vrrh i )ococki  cxccl lcnt  ch. tptcr  on t l lc  cv i l  cyc in Gtr j . r r . r t  (1973) and

\ \ '1th t l lc  st t r t l ies of  Spoouer (197{)) : rnt l  Fostcr  (1972) abot t t  othcr  p.r r ts

oi  the rvor ld.  A s inr i lar  re lat ionship bctrvcctr  the preisc cxpresscd atrc l

t l rc  nt : r lc t rc tnf luct tcc tc l t  can bc 'd isccntcd i r l  Favrct-Sa.rd.r  (1977: l t t6) .

u,hcn she quotcs rvh: t t  is  sard al tout  thc acts at t r ibuted to t l le  sorccrcr :
'Whcn  hc  says ,  " l t ' s  bceu t r f u l ,  ) ou r  gâ r r l c l t ! "  Tha t t  done ,  t hc  cv i l  r s

t lo n c. '

13 .  On  accus ; l t i o l l s  o I  r v i t chc ra [ t  by  po i son ing ,  i r r  Ka rua tak ; r ,  s cc  Eps t c i t l

i 959 .  Acco rd i l ) q  t o  t l ) c  ù t r t l I o r .  son )ù  r v i t chcs  l r c  con rpc l l c c l  t o  P ro i so r r

othcrs in or( icr  to ar ,cr t  thc i r  orvtr  t lc l t th or  t t t is for t r . t t lc ,  As t . r r  as Kcrale

is conccrncd.  I  h. rve hcard of  r io s inr i l r r  case t l l l t i l  now

1.4.  Al i l t i t l tdmtrr  ( rn S.rnskr i t ,  tb l i thnn: l i tcr . r l l l ' , ' ruovir tg torv. t r t ls '  rpproaclr i le ' )

is  cxçr l l incd rn c l . rss ical  te. \ ts  as bcinq l r t  occul t  aqgressiorr '  cs1-rccia l ly  ; r r r

i 0

1 1 .
t2.
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rc t  ( lo rL -  rv i th ' i l cs i rc  to  dcs t roy  ( / r i r r r - ra ) ,  r ' . r c lc r  iu  p . r r t i c r l . r r .  I ' h rs
rc.r.rrkablc study', ' r i i rst ir  (19r' t5: f t1f i .)  i t lc.t i f ics rhrcc.rc.uri ,qs for thc
rtort l :  ( l )  .rrry lr .r lcf ic Fr.rcrr(.c: (3) ,r  p,rrr icul.rr kin, l  of spcl l :  ( .1) ,r  r : i rc
fornri 'g pirrt  of Ta'tr ic tr ldi t io '  th;rt  ca. Lrc usccl o'  o'csclf  :rs r
nrc.rDs of spir i trr ;r l  rr t lv;rnccrncnt, r :r thcr th:u.r ; ls ;r  nre. lps of .rqqrcssiop
ott ot l tcrs. Ir t  ruct l i .rcv:r l  (veishrr.rvi tc)V.r ikh.rn.rs.r tcxts, thc tcr lr  ,r t l rr , . /ror. i [a
qu:rhf ics cithcr an'r l l t i -r i tc 'or nrcrcly a r i tc so poorly Pcrfonrc(I,  cvcl l
i 'vol, , t .r i ly, that i t  ca' h:rve o' ly h:rt l  rcsr.r l ts. cirher by bcirq i .crJi.ct ivc,
or by lrc 'cf i t i 'q t l rc ,2l-srr i l .s (cf-.ci ' r :rrd col.rs, pcrsor.r l  ctrrurrurrc,rt io') .

I5 .  r \ l . rq rc i . r r r t  i r r  I \ . r1 . r : t l r . r r r  . r rc  i . c l i cvc . l  t , r  [ . c  . r t r l c  t l r -  F r ( ) \ .ùk l .q  s r . rkc
bitcs (( iupte 1979: 191fI.) .  Kcslr lva. ct al.  (19ri9) poi 'r  out rhirr:rccr.rs:rt-
io's of rvi tcircr:rf t  coulcl l t t .r i '  cpidc'r ic proport iors i '  ccrt.r i '  : rrcas
(:rs for cxentplc in Karurt;rk.r in 1980).

l(r.  Tlre (| , t1' ,r1,,  ' , ' , r , , , , , , ' . r .r l ,r i i ty to protcct rs r. , , i . lc lv acccptct l  rr  hri l .rr  s. Kapur
cvcrl  crtcs thc c:rse of a Mr.rsl inr c.rorcist rviru uscs i t  . l l ()r){ r . . , t i ,  t l ,"
Irerforru.rucc of honiani (Kairrrr 19tt3: 1l5tT.).

17 .  Â  s i ' r i l . r r  obscrv . r t io '  h . rs  bcc ,  ' r ; r t l c  i r r  K ; r r ' : r t : rk . r .  i 'Eps tc i .  r959
l l ,r lT

1u.  Scc  Ev . r ' s -Pr i tch : r rd  (1937:  105) :  ' co 'n ro .c rs  
bc . r r -  i l l  r v i l l  . rs . r ius r

( o , l ' l l o ' c r s , l l r t l  | 1 i 1 1 , ç ,  h . r t c  p r i r r c c . ' l r r  l l r c . . ' t r c ' c i r r ,  ( i . l \ 1 .  È o r t c r
(1972:  l f t5 )  s t lgqcs ts  th : r t  t l r c  cas tc  sys tL ' r ] r  f iuqurcu ts  socrc tv  in ro  snr l l l
grorr l 's. l rcn'cc' * ]r ich cr^,y is ' r i rr iur izcr '1. orr thc col l tr .rr\ . ,  i { :ro ( i9r. i6),
fol low,inrr upon Cotrgh (195H), rntcrl .rets rvicchcr.rf t  rrr Kcrl l .r . ,  , ,  ,rr .- . ,r ,
r ,rsct l  l ry t l rc lorvcr crstcs to scck vcnqcl lncc frour thc hiqhcr c:rstcs,
( io r rq l r  rv ' i t c r  t l r r rs  t l r , r t  r ' r t , ' hc r . r f t  ' sccr : rs  

to  I r . r r . t  I rcc r r  c , , r i r l r rc , l  to
rc l . r t io ' s l r ips  bccr 'cc .  . lo i r '  . r rd  l r rqh  c . rs tcs '  (Got rg l r  I9 -5 t i :  - l7 r ) .  For
rv:r ' t  of sçrace, i t  rvi l l  'ot bc possiblc to t l isctrss lrcr.c i '  t lct,rr ls the
sta'cl  t lkc'by'thcsc t\ \ 'o writL-rs; in brict-,  thor.rqh, i t  *,orr lr l  â|pc.rr th. lr-
thcy ' rq l r t  h lvc  cor r fuscd  bcr rvcc '  thc  . r . rc  rvho  p , r ' s  ro r , r l i t c l rc r , , f t
and  t l rc  o r rc  who docs  thc .1ob.

19. As;r f i rrrhcr i 'st;r .cc, l iaPur ( l9f. i3: tHfi .)  .rrr.r tcs Ir.*,a M.rl .rr, .r l i  t :r-r i-
o*' 'cr i .  Mr.r 'rb.r i  cl ;r ir 'ct l  th:rr his sistcr. r . ,ho l i i ,cr l  rr  Kcr.r l .r .  Ir .r t l  c.rsr
r spçl l  e11 |1i111.

f(1. rhc sort o{- tcnsiorrs th.rt  *oLrlrr qi lc r isc to : lccr.r\ : l t ions of- w.i tclrcr.rr i
, r b o t t t t . l t ' , 1  i r r  l b r r r r c r  s o c l c t ) . ,  t r _ l o .  r , s I c c i . r l l v  . u u o r ) r j  i t s  . r r i s t , , .  r . . r t . ) .
o rq : r ' i zcd  i '  Houscs :  thc rc  cou l t r  bc  tc 's io 's  * . i t r r  : r i i - r , cs  (c ;ough
l95 t i :  4 ( r9 t1 . ) ,  o r  rc l )s io l i s  : r r . i s rnq  our  o i  cour t  in r r iques  (S f ru r rqo , ; r rny
Mcr ror r  l9 lJ3 :  310)  o .  o t r t  . f  r i v . r l r r '  r c r r  pos i t io r rs  o f  l ro r rour  ( \ ' c r r ' i
V.rstrpi l . l . r i  19f13, ' .rrr l tcs ho*'  :r  i rr i 'cc rv:rs s.r icr to h.r 'c t :rke' corrtr. l  of
.r tcnrplc altcr nrurdcring Lry occLrlt  nrc.rrrs i ts lceit inr. l tc orvncr.s).

2I.  ctt tdrt is o[terr urcntionetl  rrr ] i tcraturc br,: t ,  :rs :r  rrr lc. rvrthorrt ' ruch
t lc t , r i l s  (F : *vcc t t  1915;  A , . r . t l r . rk r i sh , . r  I1 ,c r  1925:  r97 ,1969.  I :  70 t - [ . ;
P.rnrkk:rr 191t];r-b,Krishn;rAy1,ar 192u;D.rrc l9-10: 192tT., Tlul i .r th I95(r;
Gourh 195tt;  Kapur 19ti3: 7(rt I ;Kotr;rr:r t t i lS:urkunui 1974). Sourc- rcnrplcs
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in thc Tr ic l r r r r  arc;r  l ravc publ ishcr l  booklcts (c.g.  chai t ; rnya Das 19f t7) .

Scc . r l so  t he  f i t r l i , r r r  l i r 7 r t ' . ' , ' .  Coc l l r r t  c t l i t t on .2  r ! 1 . r r ch  l 9 ( ) 1 .

Thc l t / l , r r r , , r  l , i ' r /a n i . rv bc t i rc  r , r l t rnr . r tc  rcfcrctrcc i t r  tcr t l rs  of  nr . re ic,  l .ut

t l tc  rn:rnr t , r ls  c\ ls to l ) l . l r i lY t tsct l  arc t . i l l t r tc  t rc: l t lscs (sce l is t  in P: tdr l r : rn l lbha

N4c r ron  l ( ) 37 :  215 ) :  K .N . l J .  As , r t t  I uc t r t t o l r s  t l t r c c  t r c . t t i s cs :  I ) a t t a t r t ' y , t r t t .

. \ l ( ,nt t tut t r t tut ,  Sal i r r t r l r ' i r t ( ' r l t t .  T l tcrc . t rc  . t lso t tunicrot l \  rccel l t  w'orks,  . t t t r l

cvcn chc.rp l .ooklcts sokl  in thc str t 'c t .  * 'h i t :h provi , le thc rcat ]cr  rv i t l l

thc rncl ic , r t ions ior  v. t r io i ts  c l t l r t t ts : r t t r l  spcl ls .  For ot tc i l l  Frcnch,  p ickct l

t rp rn T.rr t t i l  Nacl t t .  scc f '4 . r r i . td; rsrotr  1937.

A hl 'c i r " tccot l l l t  of  thc tcrr lÀ ' r l )q ( i ' l t lgcrs th ' t t  r t l l rk  t l lc  1t '1111 t ( )  tJ l ) t r ic

| o \ vc r  c . r r r  bc  ob t : r r r r c t l  i n  t l t c . r po lo t c t i c  p t r h l r c . r t t on  o iSh r i n r ; r l i  ( 19 f t i J ) .

Scc  . r l so  l l o s rn  19E ] .

I lg q l is l r  -s l .  r - ; rk ip q N4.r l . rv , r l ls  rct t , l  c  r  ; t t , t r ta- ' , t t t i  . r  s  
' rprr  

I  t t r . r l  porvcr '  or  
' t l t  

t  t r  t : l l

porvcr ' ,  . ts  *  c l l  . ts  
' iv i l l  

pon cr ' .

I r r  c l ass i c . r l  t c - r t s .  K r r ; , r t  (Sk t . )  r s  I  t c r r r [ 1  i nq  go t l dcss '  c r ca t cc l  b l ' o r

pcrsonrt l ' i r1q spel ls  (Tt l rst i r - l  19f t5.  7fL) .

I r ub l i s l t cd  l i s t s  son t c t i t nes  c l i i f c r  l r o t r r  As . t n ' s  l i s t  t l r  r c t l t c ç1  o f  c c r t , l r t t

dc t : u l : .  i t r  t l t c  t r l i n t bc r  o f  c . t t cqo r i c s  a t l r l '  o cc . t s i o t t : r l l r "  i n  t l r c  t l l c ' t t l i t l q

: r t t lc l rct l  ro thci r  l : rhel .  For inst . rucc,  { ' ronr S,rr i r r l , r t i loA,r  Tt i rs t ig (191. l5:

101) l is ts Six Acts ( . \ . r /À: , r r , , / r l i i ) :  pc: lcc or  p:rc i f - ic l t ion ( . i , r r r l i ) .  sut lut , l t i r le

( r , , r - r 1 , , r ) .  r c s t r l t i t i t t t q  ( . r t , r r r r l - r l r , l r t , r ) .  c \ c l t i nq  l ; , r t r c t l  ( r ' i r i l ' t ' - r , r ) .  c xpc l l i r r q

( r r i . / r , r r , l r , r ) .  k i l l i r r g  ( r i r , r r i r r r , r ) .  Scc  . r l so  ( i op l l . r cb . t l l t r  t ) r )  l l l c  , \ 1 , / / / / , ' , 1  5 , , - i / n r .

. r \  cr tc( l  r r r  [ ) . rdr t r . t r t l l .h . t  Nlctr . r r r  1\)3f  ' .  2t l f  , . l lso.  t Ic  l ) ,ûtdtr ' ( ' ) 'd tû11t tn '  x

ùcqucnt lv  consul t t - . I  rcxt  i t r  Kct ' , r l . r .  cr tct i  bv tTre s. t t r tc  : r t r thor (pp'  2 l r iÈ) :

M . l r l . r r l . r \ . , ùu  1  ( J . 17 :  I  1  - ' ) .

O t l r c r -  c l . t : : i l l c . i r l on \  oa  d i r . i t r i r j c s  r r r  r c l : t t i on  t o  r r ' i t c ) r c r . r f r  , l r c  p ( ) s \ i b l c .

As 1cg.rr ' . i :  11ort l tcr t t  Keral . t ,  F.rscctr  (1915).  ( l t lo tct l  . t lso t l t  l ' ld t t t . t t r : tb i t : r

l v l c r r o r r  ( 1 ( )31  .  2 l  2 t f  . ) .  dcsc r i bcs  : t  b r t l . t r v  o f f  os l t r o l l  bc t r vce  I r  
' p t t r e -

J r ) f l  s c r c r ) c  l o rn t s '  ( . r , r / r t r t t t t t i  )  . r n t l  
' c r r r c l  f o r r l r s '  Q l t t r r n t r r t t i ) .

I ) t , i : r l r t r r r q .  I r t r r ) ' 1 t g  c l t . r r n t s ,  s t r ck r r t g  : r c cd l cs  i t t  s t . t t t l c s  o l  s c t t i t ) ! l  . t  
' c r l t c l '

r l i v i n r r y  o r  , l n  L l r l \ . l t i \ i l cd  dc . r , i  o l )  o t l c  s  c t t c r l t y  r v , r t t l d  l ) o t  o i  (  o l l r s c

copst i t r . l tc  
'or , . l i1 . r r ) '  rvr t rs l t ip ' .  Hgrr 'c l 'cr ,  t Ic  proccss b1'  ç ' I ic I  t l r is  rs

. r c t i \ , . r t cd .  r vh i ch  r r t . r k cs  t h i s  c f t l c . r c i o t r s .  i s  e  r i t c  t l r , t t  c l t r  ha rd l v  be

clr . r r . . rc tcrrzct l  . r r  t l r l - icrct t t . ' f l t ts  pctct 'pt tor l  is  cot l l l r r l l t - .1 b1'  ; r  j t l t r r r r . r l -

i s t i c  r cpo r . t  o r )  so rdc f \ ' (Moh . r r r  19 ,91 ) .  dcsp i r e  i t s  sc r r ' . r t r oD . t l i s r  t l r . r r r r . r i -

i z . r  l i o r t .

Nl . r r r1 '  c , r r l icr  t r . tvc l l . ' t -s  e i l r rdc to thc K. tn i r , t t ls ,  uot . rb l )  R.rr l tos.r  i r l  t l rc

r i _ r t c cp r l i  c cp r i r r \ ' ( T I r t r r s ro l  . r 1 t l  l \ , r pq . r c ) l . r r )  i ( ) 0 ! ) ,  I I I :  l f 37 ) .V i ssc l r c r  i ;

t hc  c rgh t ccn t i t  c c r t l r . t r l '  ( Lc r r c r  XX IV  t t t  P . t t l t r t : t t l : t bh . t  ,V l cnon  19 - i 3 ) '

. r r r t l  l l t r c I r r r . r r r  i r r  t l r c  bcq t l t t t t t q  ç i  r l : c  t t i t t c t cc l l t l )  ce t ) t L : IV  ( l ] t r c l t . ' , l r ap

l 93 f t .  l l : 5 l 8 f f ) .  ( ) n  t hc  c . r s t c  r t s c l f ^ .  s cc ' l - l 1 t r r \ t o t r . t t t t i  I { . r ng . r c l r ' r r i  ( l ' l ( t 9 ,

l l l :  l 7U -9 ( ) ) .  An . rn t l r . r k r i sb r r . r  I r c r  ( l 1J ( r9 ,  I :  l l 35 -230 - t hc  r l ) os t  co r ) l l l l c t L -

: r cco r . r n t ) ;  I ' r r l t n : r r r . t [ . h . t  N ' l c t t o r t  ( 1933 :  ' ] 1 l l - 5 - r ) ;  P . r n i kk , r r  ( l  ' l  t  f i - r - b ) ;

F . r l  c c t t  (  i 9  l 5 )

23

21

l5

26

:ri

:7
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30. I ' i rnikkar (19it ia-b),Thursro' r 'c l  I{rr.q:rchari ( i909, I I I :  192),:rrrdVar'ra
l\a1:r (1940:9ti f f .)  rcfc-r to thc &o/, lrr  tuI lr1. sinrihr c' lanccs.rrc Drcscnrcd
irs honraqc to thc godrlcss (Tir;r trorrr t9lt6: 21 l-r,1).

31 .  Â lso  sce  P i t t -R ivcrs  1970:  lU . l .
32 .  On thc  Parayans ,  scc  Thursror r  rnd  Rang; rch ; r r i  (19{ )9 ,  V I :  12r l -39) ,

A.:r ' t lukrish'r Iycr (I969, I :  6t i- f l (r),  Prr irrr.r . :rbhr Mc'o' ( I933:512-
23) ,  Kr ishn . r  l yc r  (1939:  i l2 - l  1  l ) .

33-  F . r rvcc t t  ( i915) ;  A 'e ' rb : rk r ish ,n  Iyc r  (19( r9 .  I :77 t r . ) :  Ur r ' i  N . ry , : r r  (11)52 :
65 t1 . ) ;  K , rp t r r '  ( l ( )133:  19 f f ) .  Accord inq  ro  . r  n tL t t t t r tu \ t (J i  c i rcd  by  Mohau
(l9t ' t l ) ,  thcrc arc str l l  o1i1,,111 pr:rct isi l )c thcir tr :rclc.

3.1. With rce:rrt l  !o Europc, Coh' . . tcs that ' to accusc peoplc of bcing
S.rt;ru's scrvluts w.ls : l  vcr; '  cl lcctn'c rv,ry oi rclcasing htrec potcntials oi
h ; r t red ,  r 'd  o f  c 'ab l i ' g  peop le  to  s rppor t  : r '< l  c 'q lqe  i '  o 'c_s i t l cd
k i l l i ' e  rv i t l i oLr r  qur l ' r s  o f  co 'sc ic 'cc . '  (co l r r r  1970:  16) .  Scc  cupte
i 9(r0 tor Indien e-r.rnrplcs of accusrt ions of rvi tc]rcr:rfr  lc.rcl irrq ,o nr,. ,r . i"r .

35. Unnr Ne1',rr 's rutobiorraphy (Unni Nrry;rr i952: 6(r) spe:rks oi horv,
* ' i th thc hcip of courter nraq-ic, ouc of I i is l .cestors casi lv v:rnquishcd
: ln  o l i ) ' ( r , r .  Th is  t r i r rn rph  w i ls  co l lm le lnora tc ! l  by  ln  annt . ' r l  r i te  o f
:r l lcqi irncc to Ir is N.ry.rr Housc, pcrforurcd lry pcople rvhonr rhc n:rrr: l ror
c.r l ls 'o/ i1,,rr.r ' .  As this r i te of al leqia'cc co'rprisccl ' ; r  cl :r .cc. q..r; .  i rr  stcl>
end l ivcly i .  uran'er, by nre' *,ho carry h.rvest offcr ines in thcir
h.rnds',  r t  nlay rvcl. l  just h:rve lrccn, in fact, thc usual rcgular honragc
p.r id by bondcd rgriçq1ls,, tr1 w,orkcrs to rhcir landlord.

3(r. 'Soctcty in gctrcral,  though i t  fcars thcir " lr t",  consiclcrs thenr ch:rr l .r t . ins. '
( l ' .ur ikkar i91tja: 10lJ; 191Ub: 2tt2). Accordins to :r Clrr isr i .rn ntru rvho
!rr;rct lscs c-rorcisnrs in BoDrb.ry (citct l  iD K.rpur l9s3: l0(r), ' rrrost f .rkirs
:rncl sedl lus arc ho:rxcs-lnd :rrc nrore oltcn thln not. bl i lck nr:rqici lns,
sccking to control unsLlspccti l tq souis' .

37. Thrs }r16Uc'r h:rs bcc, de.r l t  rvir l-r  e.rtc 'sivclv or.rtsiclc I 'di ;r  (scc for
i 'st: ,rcc 13lcck 197(r) I '  .r  pcrh:rps t. .  f . 'cr io.:r l ist Fçr5pcç1iyc, M.rry
Dous l : l s  (1970:  xxv)  sur l rs  up : 'w i tchcr : r l r  bc l i c is  e rc  csscnt i r l l y  r l  n rc r r )s
ol '  cl :rr i fyrnt : tnt l  ,r f i l ruuuq soci.r l  dr-ûnit ions. '

3t l .  For sirrr i l . rr  cortcl trsiotrs i tr  othcr . l rc. ls. scc Niclrtcr l i l ! )2 .rnLl Zinrnrtrru,rnrr
1L)92.
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