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I- lot 'do rvc undcrstand thosc lndian ascctics rvho havc devclopcd au

cxtrcurely chborate nrartial tradition and yct have rhvays takcn strict

vorvs of non-violcncc, especial ly rvhctr,  for sonrc ;rscctics today, that

tradit ion h:rs bcen put at the scrvicc of the nrost cxtrcnrc- forrns of

Hindu nri l i tancy? And lrorv is i t  t lut touqh union lc;rdcrs cau, rvi th

convict ion, sherc thc sartrc idc;ts :rs Gandhi, or t l r .r t  Bnrhruins sc;rrccl l '

hcsitatc bcforc using thc st ick, cvcn though thcy lotrdly and insistcntly

advcrt isc thci l  l rr i th in non-violcncc?Tl-rt-sc rv:rvs of rct irrg nr:rv in f irct

rr l lorv to rccousidcr thc utrclelst l trdinq oIthe conccirts oiviolcncc uncl

non- r - io lcncc  in  F l ind t r i snr ,  ioL  t l r t - rc  . l r c  n l . ln ) '  ; l spcc ts  o f  Ind ian  soc ic ry

lnd cult trr ' . '  rvl ' r ich ettèct ivcl l '  contr:at l ict iclcrs, ol icn t:rken lbr {:rrntcd

sincc Grncl lr i ,  :rbout thc role oiviolcncc in i t .

In t lct,  G.rndhi did not alu' .rys succcerl i rr  pcrsrr:rcl ins Ir is conrpatr iots

to practisc non-violence , as t irc oiten c' lr :rnrl t ic history oi thc Indian

nation:r l ist nlovcl) lc-r l t  shou's. I l rr t  l ic rvas ablc to qive thc irnprcssion,

rnost espccir l ly in thc'Wcst, th:rt  non-violcncc rcl l ly is, abovc al l  clsc,

t l .rc carcl inr l  valtre of lndi ln civi l iz:rt ion, of i ts culturc :rnd socie ty' .  This

c l r i lu  c . r r r  l . c  f t r t  tb r r r ' . r r t l  c r r r l r t rs i . r r t i c . r l l y  o r , : rs  i s  n rorc  conrnron ,

sccptical iy, but in cithcr casc, in the Wcst, thc conccpt of nou-violcncc

is gcncral ly undcrstood l)ot only :rs art iclc-r l ,  but also :ts rn exprcssiort o[

idc:r l isrn or rrs the ;tnt i thcsis of rcal isnr.Thus non-violcncc is consiclcrcd

to bc a f i-rrnrc of urind u'hich nray bc dcsirablc in thc abstr-act, but

rvhich nrisht rct:r in no nrorc thrn a cl istant rclat ionship r.r ' i th re:r l i ty.

Such a vicrvpoint also l l ts perfcct ly rvi th the stcrcotypcs, rvidcly ex-

potrndecl lbouc India and Hinduisnr, '"vhich have long stressed the
' idea l i s t ' charac tc r  

o f  the  c iv i l i za t ion  and i t s  pcop le .The rcsu l t  o t  such

stercotypcs is thlt  rrcrvs lbout violcncc iu Indir alc oftcn rcccivccl rvi th

s r l rp r rsc .

It  shotrkl bc untlcr l inct l  tbl t  Grrndhi 's ou'n point of vierv s'as l iuch



12 / DENT.S Vrr)AL, GTLLES -fAt{AllouT 
AND ÉRtc MEyEtr

morc l luanccti .  As l lhikhu Parckh observes: 'Gandhi 
contcnrjet l  that,

contrary to thc gcncr:r l  inrpression, thcrc'"vls:r dccp strelk of violence
in Indian culture. 'Grndhi chidcd his fr icnd c.F. Anr. lrervs for irrsist ins
thlt  non-violerrcc rvas thr- cel l tràl thcnrc of thc nujor incl ian tcxts: . I

see rro sigrr of it in the Malublratrrlrr lnd thc R(l,ilrrlrl,r{1, not even irr nry
f:rvouritc Tuisidas'.r I '  rcal i ty, horv thc col)cepts of 'viole'cc'r,rd' ,ron-

violcncc' arc clcf l 'cd cârl lot bc u.dcrstood i l  thcy arc dissociatcrj  û-onr
c:rch othcr. Rather, as thc art icles in this volurne shou,, violcncc vcry
fr-eqtrc' t ly legici ' ratr 's i tsclf  i '  thc .rrure of 'o '-viole'cc :rs rvcl l .

PROBLEMS oF METHOD

Thc problc'r of violc'ce c:rr be approached irr ' r l ry dif ière't  ways-
For  cxar 'p lc ,  thc  fo r r r rs  th ; r t  v io lc r rcc  t : rkcs  ' r ; r1 .  I rc  s t r rd icd  i r r  thc  l ropc
of  u r rdcrs r . ru . l i r rg  i t s  c : r ' scs  ; rn t l  i r r rp l i c : r t ions  bcr tc r ,  in  o r t l c r  to  r l r r j  . ,
curc for i t  uncl to denounce i ts use . Anothcr lppro.rch is to ask, in :r
Dl 'rc gcncrrr i  rvry" :rbotrt  thc rolc plsyccl by violcDcc in socict1., about
the placc i t  co.res to ha., 'c i '  thc cstabl islrr 'eut, pcrpetui l t io ' ,  trr 's-
sressio' or subversion of socir l  t ics. As r l l  rcsearch dcvotcd to t lrc
a'thropolow ofviolcnce shorvs, horvcvcr, such approachcs beco'rc far
rurore coDrpl icarcd oDcc oDe tr ics to aDalysc horv violcncc is conceivccl
in dif fcrcnt coDtcxts! taking into account thc Lrct that i ts clcf ini t ioD
v:rr ies bctrvec' dif fercnt ctr l tures btrt  is also cruciel ly : l t  steke in thc
vcry heart of e:rch sociery

Thc scopc of thc prcse't  volur.e is ' rorc rcstr icted.we do 'ot cl ; i i rrr
to havc r:cvcrlcd or de'ounced the for 'rs of violc'ce cxist i 'g i ,  I 'di ;r '
societ l ' , r  l lor to co'tr ibute, except very i .cl i rcct ly, to , , . ,y gc.er:r l
rurthropology of violeucc. our pcrspective rvas different. what rvl rathcr
sought is a bctter understanding of the terrns in rvhich thc <luestion of
violerrcc h;rs bcen disarsscd within Indian culturc, rrrcl  nrore spccifrcal lv
i '  Hi 'duis'r .  Givc' strch :r l i ' r i te cl  air ' ,  rve could evrcle v,rr io,.rs pit fal ls
i 'hcrc' t  i '  al l  research dcvoted to viole'ce, b' t  \vc hlvc co'rc .rcross
othcrs instc:rd, rvhich ârc l l lol 'c dircct ly connectetl  rvi t l r  thc prcserlr
statc of research on Hincluisru aud htdian socicty.

The a'thropologicl l  lnd l .r istorical studics i '  I 'Ll ia have rapidly devc-
loped, si 'ce the 1950s, by questiorir lg ruâ'y of thcir ow' asu'rpt io's.
The arthropologists, i '  part iculrrr,  bega. to attack thc te'dc'cy to sce
the I 'dian socicty as l lo ' lore th:r 'a r ' ixturc of heterogerr.ou, .ult ,rr",
and conrnrunit ics, a tcrrdc-ncy that qnvc insufl lcicnt attention to thc
soci l l  a'd cultural factors u'hich wotr ld al lorv l .diai unity aucl ho'ro_
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geneiry to be explained.Thcn sorrrc studies rvl.rich strcssed thc honro-

[eniry of Inct ian culture ca' 'e u'dcr rerrcwcd cri t icis ' t .Thesc were the

ivo.ks of Du'ro' t ,  Pocock, Marriott  artd othcrs * 'ho nrade usc oithc

body of knorvleclge provided by the orientalist traciition. Thcy rvcrc

criticized for attending too exclusivcly to thc rcalities rvl.rich seel-red to

testify to thc ntost rp..;fi. aDd chrrlcteristic valucs o[Hirlduisnr, at the

risk of pcrpetuatlng a pùrt icular conccption oi lndi:rn civi l iz:rt ion which

^pp"^r"d à oth", ,ut jrors as csscrt ial ist,  ' ro'ol i thic a'rd ahistoric:r l .  I '

1r,r. t i .ulrr,  i t  has Dorv bccD shorvn t lrat sotnc ir lst i tut ions l t td v:r l t tcs

,uppo.edly belonging to thc vcry foundatiotrs of Indiai cultural and

,o.i.l t."dition, ,*.. fil urore profoundly rcde fincd and altered by thc

colonial prcserlcc and idcology than had previously beelr supposed'

Durir lg the last two decadcs, iD history f irst of ai i  but also ir l  at l thro-

pology a"rnarked incl ination to scrut inize the pretlr iscs on rvhich the

, 'r . loi i ty of l 'alyscs o[ l 'dia'  socicry'"vcrc blsecl 5ls tScreforc crtrcrgcd'

nlor.,g. i . l .  such r cr ir ical rc-evrr lult iotr,  Êtr t 'orc attcl l t iol l  hes also

becn paid to categories of populat iotr,  fortns oi discoursc' nro'Jes of

bchav tour  o r  sys ten ls  o f  va lues ,  tha t  wcre  prcv ious ly  complc tc . l y

'rargi'rlizcd o. ira.dly studicd at all; it prrticular, wc irave i' I'i'd the

works of thc Subalterrr Studies school '

As a result,  research devoted to Ir.rdirn socicty atrd culture has rc:rched

a decisive staqe in i ts developnrent. The accutnulatcd knorvledge is

rlow qreatcr .itd tto." diverse than it uscd to bc' ar.rd today there is a

rcal di,rloguc aDlong di:ffcrcDt rliscipliDes.Yct, rlew qrrestiorls hlvc also

.rrr".g.d. Èo. i'sta'ce, 'obo.1y car scriously cloubt the cctltr.i i'rporta'ce

of thi set of tradit ions and bel iefs rvhich arc reqlrded as characicrist ic

of Hinduism if  one wants to undcrstand Indian socicty and i ts values

propcrly.Howcver,eqtral lyi frrott troreso,trobodyrvouldclairrrtoestab]islr

"r, i t i ,  
.o,-,rpl"te co.{ lde.ce the 'recisc i t i l l t tettcc of thosc tradit iorts otr

the society as a rvirole ,  nor to trace the history of the tradit ious atrd

thcir transtrr ission ovcr the 
' lor lqrrc drrr lc ' '

Furthernrore, u,c could also be at r isk of rctt trning to a col lceptlol l

of history and socictv thrt is, oDcc:rg..t i tr  too t i : lgrnei l tcd, a conccptiou

actu:rlly .lor", tl-,",r niight bc thought to tl.re colonial ideology, in rvhicir

"rry 
r. ,rr iry o. .ol-r.r", . , . .  in the lDdiaD society lnd culture w:rs f lat ly

a",r iea. i t  i ,  o,r" t l .r ing to shorv, as Rorni la Thapar r ightly docs, that. thc

vcry notion oI Hinduism is inc] issolubly l inkcd to thc dist inct ive ideo-

logy of the colonial period, howcvcr, i t  is quite :rnothcr to deny, in the

s"rri" br..tlr, that tl.rerc wrs a'y co'telrt to that l:rbel Lry reducing every

bei ieito rvhlt  is norv convenicutl-v cal led' i trvetrtccl tmci i t ior l ' .  Sinri lar ly,
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âttcntiol l  should bc paid to al l  social ancl cultural fornrs thlt  do uor
nccessari ly corrcspond to thc clonrinant culture at any eivcn period in
thc socictyt history' ,  and yct i t  is just as cruci: i i  that thc iruport;rDce of
thc  c l . r r i i ' r r r t  ideo low is  'o t  los t  s igh t  o f  becausc  i t  i s  i ' dccc l  thc
c lonr in ; rn t  onc .

If  thc 'rost origi 'al  rcscarch irr recc't  vears has bee. o'c r.vir ich
el lorvs to'dcco'struct 'a largc nunrbcr of thc col lccpts on w-hich knorv-
lcclgc- of I 'dia'  socicty :r 'd cultr-rre had Lrce' hithcrto blscd, thc vcry
succcss oit lrosc sttrdics rnc:rns thlt  rrcrv rccluircnlcl l ts lrc goine to bc
irrr lrosctl  ' . t  bclbrc lorq. ' I 'hus, i t  rvi l l  phinly bc ncccss:rrv to :rsk r lot
orr ly :rbout thc trrctors th:rt  sive Indian civi l izrt ion i ts divcrsity ' ,  r ichness
and rrrult ipl ici ty, but also about those that conrribute to this sociery's
slobal identiry ; ls a uniry. The latrer problenr has to be grasped by
askinc, iu co'crete tcrrr ls, the lnal)ncr in rvhiclr the tr lnsnrission of
Irrr l i rrr ctr l turc's ' rost ccutml tradit ions lnd v.r lucs has been pl:ryecl ouc,
:rnd that question ariscs thc r lronrcl)t  ol lc cc:. lscs to conside r thcir cxist-
t :  nce as a sirtrplc nlrrter of t lct.

I t  is f i 'o 'r  such :r pcrspcctive, abovc rr l i ,  rh:rt  t l . rc art icles i '  this
volunre havc bec. brought togethcr. In choosing to study thc tcxts and
modcs of bchrviour rvhich raise the problcnr of concepts of violence
arrd non-violcncc in Hinduisnr, rvc clainr no cxhuustivc trci l tnlcl)t  of
thcnr. Furthcrl lrore, the re is no prctcl)ce to tr:rce the history of those
corccpts r)or to spccity their ovcnrl l  int lucucc on lDdiÙr socicrv. The
goll  of this volrr ' rc rvi l i  bc achicvcd i f  i t  :r l lo '"vs i ts rcacicrs ro rr. i rr
a  bc t tc r  tèc l  fo r  thc  i ' rpor ta r r t : i ,d  spcc i t rc  fe l tu rcs  l r " r t , , i , . , r , . , i  to
violence tbr.rrrd in Hinclu tr;rcl i t iorrs, rvi thor.rt  rppcir l i rrg to inrpl ici t  lni l
untcst:rblc assurnptiorrs about thc purpoftecl csscncc oithc Indi:rn soci-
ety and civi l izet ion.

TI'IE ELEMENTS CONSTITUTINC HINDu IIEPRESENTATIONS
OF VIOLENCI, AND NON_VIOLENCI,

DISTINCUISHINC, SACRAUZINC ANI)
EUPHEMIZING VIOLENCE

An cssential p:rrt  of the Brahminical tradit ion hrrs becn i ts cndcavour to
lay out the co'dit io's for the cxcrcisc of ' rcani.qtul viole'cc, try
deûrit io'  opposcd to violc'cc 'rvi tho.t 

rcl ieio'  or larv' ,  which is a
syn)ptonr oidisordcr. In theVcdic pcriod, r.vhich is t l .rc olclcst kuown to
us through thc tcxts, sacri t lcc scrvcd as thc srcat orderi 'g pri 'c iple
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Incl as thc fotrnd:rt ion of thc uuivcrsc i tsclt- ,  including thc 
' l ) : l t t l r : I i '

w.orlcl .  In t lut periocl,  by virtue oitheir beins iDscribcd in r i turr l ,  various

forrDs oiviol"rr. . ,  r l ' r .h as, lbductiotr or col lqt lcst dtrr ing coutcsts rvith

othcr potential sacri i lcers, or thc ki l l ing oi lrr iDiels rvcre cxi l tcd lDdce d,

i t  is ir i rcht io'  to this s: icr l l ized violc'cc, n sccottd tyçrc :r lrc: idV spl i t  of l

frorrr l r tolr ic violclce, that t |e l i rst specuftt io1s lbout dl i t t tstt , the'uotr-

dcsirc-to-cause -any-harDr" appear to have bcen bui l t .  onc is re r lr iDde d

of this by Oguibéni1c! study of horv the Hinclu ide:r l  of nort-violetrce

grlclu;illy 
",ràlu.d 

tio'rVcclic violcDcc to Brrrhrniniclrl s:rcriflcial practicc,

. :"hicir sought to rt tcl) I lâtc : lnd cvc' obl i tcr l tc rt ly tr : tcc of violcncc'

Thc tcrnt 
' -alt i tusa' has bcnetl tcd lronr an unexpcctcd postcri ty bccause

late r discussions lbout ' trotr-violetrcc'havc bccn lbctrse d or.r i t ,  al thouCl. l

thc vocabulary of 'violcnce 
'-coe rcion,lggressioD, nrurder-is far t l rore

rl ivcrsit lcci. lD i ts origins, rhc tcrrn ,r[ i rrrs, l  displ:rys a trùofold cheractcr-

ist ic: oD the oDc hlDcl, i ts hcld oireierctrcc is trarrorv bcc:i t tsc i t  rcfers

rtbovc al l  to r i t tral, lnd ol l  the othcr, i t  is l  sccondlry claboratioD bcc:rt tsc

it  is dcf ined both within the context of and ir l  relat ion to thc violence

of sacri frce, already col lstructe(l  : ls r l l lother ryPe'

ln this rcspcct,Vcdisnr is far fronr proposirrg a tt tr i fort l l  point of

vicrv. FroDr thc nrost atrcieDt lryntns to t lrc later tcxts, i t  is possible to

t l tce i l l t  cyolut iot i , : is u'el l  rs cotrtpst i t lq posit ior ls. Ipit i l l l i ' ,  lyhlt  secttrs

to bc at st lke is lcss rt  prcoccttp:rt iotr rvi t [  ctf i ical ordcr t f i :r t l  i l  coltccrl l

to :rvoicl thc vcpqclrtcc t lat t [c vict i l r  could ipf l ict i1 t |c ot[cr rvorlcl '

Thr . rs ,  thc  v ic t i tn  n l t rs t  bc ' lppcased 'so  th r l t  i t ' co t tse t t ts ' .Thc  ac t  o i

p t r r t i D r  t o  d c a r h  i s  r h c t o r i c a l l - v  d c n i c d :  i n  s l c r i t l c c ' k i l l i n g  i s  n o t

L i t t iug ' .  For  i . s t r .cc ,  to  rc t lucc  t l rc  inausp ic ious  ia l lou t  o f  v io lc 'cc ,

although l tot i ts n: l t l l re, plal l ts arc stt lrst i t t t tccl for aninrals.That s:rcr i t lc ial

,r i .r lcnfc is cupl-rcnrizcd shorvs that i t  clocs not lose al l  i ts tncn:icir lq

cher:rcterist icr,  .1.-s1.,rt .  i rs srrcr:r l iz:tciorr.  As Oguibérrrrrc srlgl lcsts, thc

5is; ly cl ist inct ivc- àct,r i ls of thc Vedic srcri f icc, just ts tr ' r tch as t ire

.oi, ,r i l . r ,  i . tcrprctrt io.s o[ i t  rvhich Savc bcc. givcrt,  urtccasirt t ly ai,r

:r t  nt ininriziDg the violcrrcc contrtr i t tcd iD sacri f icc.This rvould scarccly

rtr;rkc scnse i f  thc srcri f lcc hrci the cf le ct of Dcutrr l iz ir tg ei l  violcncc.

Morcovcr, r l ther than aDalysing sacriûce as :r r i tual rvhicir abol ishes

violcDcc, i t  is Dcccsslry to ultderst lnd i t  ; ts :r  cotDPlcx opcrl t iou, t t t

which r i te arrd rhetoric complcment cach other. I t  rspires to qive to

violcrtce :r consistetrt ly nrore rcduced :urd abstract forttr ,  providcd thc

sLrpr-crttc cf lcct t l tat issucs t ionr thc ic ' lcal ot lcr ing. rvhcrcitr  t l . rc s; icr i-

f lccr is hinrsclf  thc vict ir l r ,  is not lost '

Makinc the violc'Dce in srcri t lce sacrct i  lDrl  nrrrkiDq i t  cr ' l ; rhcnrist ic



16 I DENIS VIDAL, GILLES TARAI]OUT AND ERIC MEYER

lravc, thcrcforc, bcc' i '  co'st.rrt  tcrsio'  witrr cach otlrcr si 'cc :r 'cicut
t irrcs.This tc 'sio. is arso fou'd ir  trrc latcr I l rahr' i r icar texrs stucl _ei
by Ili:rrr1c:ru, prirrcipally tlie Larrr-c ttf l\,[arut atrd tl.rc ]l,Ialrdbltontta. In
thcse texts, thc clrrest ion oi vcge ttr i :rnisnr, tbr cx:rrnplc.,  i ,  , ,rr . i , i , rr . ,
fhc strbjcct of corrtr:rcl icto.y . . ,1"r.  For inst:rncc, sorr. ssag!_s l)cr l tr lCthe corsu'pt io'  of ' reat rvhc'cvcr i t  dcrives fr.onr sacri frccr, *h"..",
othcrs accord a supcrior vr luc to:rbstc.t iorr. . f 'c sa'rc tc,sio, cl ,  belbu,cl Ir tcr,  t lorr thc 

.sixtccl l th 
ccl l t ' l ry r>'rv:rrtrs, â111., 'rJ trr.  thcist icr lrovclue'ts, r .vrrc'Vaish':rvi tc . . 'd shlkt . ts opposc cach otrrcr. over

the precticc of aninral sacri f ice, as is shor," Clérpcpti l_Ojlr:r , .s strrdy
of a nort lr  IndiarrV:r i .shnavite text 6-onr thr r. ly cightccp .1., . , , , , .y. t '
a di i lcrc' t  corl tcxt e'cr 

"vi thout 
a'y spe cir,  jou'cctro' toVcc.l isur, thc

tcnslon carr f i rral ly bc secn irr thc rnoclcrn p iod ls rvcl l ,  
" ,  

.rrr,r ,ro ,h"
hi l ' l  popul:rt ions of Hirrracrrar pr-: idcs6 .r"r. . i rr"a byVictrr,  rvhosc art iclc
'rai ' ly discusses the tradit ior a'd practice of tèuds a'ro,r,  n.;*, ' i r .r ,
Lr the hi l ls, cveryore, cve' the Bl-:rrr ' r i rs, ear 'reat t  ut"or., t i^ ir  i r  is oft lrc a' i 'als otTercd ir  s:rcr i frce. Ftrrther'rorc, sol) le of trre- ' r .r .crcrs
co' ' ' i t tcd bccausc of t l ie tradit io'al r ivl l ry rrct,nvccrr rvar- ior crarrsrverc r lso i ' tcrpretcd from a sacri f iciar viervpoirt ,  ard trrey cicl  ,ot,  atlc.st utrt i l  I 'dcpe'dc'cc, lcacl to 

",ry 
,". io,, ,  gui l t  or ir trp'r i t1, to..  t l r"pcrpctrators. Eve' i '  ceses of t i r is kirrd, horvcvcr, the violcncc i 'hcrc' t

iu thc rcts was .ot erir'i'rtcd, rbr it crystrllizcd o' tlr" gl.,ort oitr.,"vict inr, rvhich L.cc:rrrre dl lrgcrous to i ts orvn clan, rather thln on thc

:llTid"*" 
until the dcsrructivc cilècr rvas reciircctccl onro rhc 

"rr",rry

INTERNALIZING VIOLENCE

Littlc is knorvn about thc :rctr.r:rl historicrl conclit ions rvhich gavc lrirthto thc high evalu:rtio, of 
" 'csctariarisur i '  trrc :r 'cicrt p".i.a i ir i,ev:rlu:rt ion lcd to thc dispraccnrc't arcl cxtc'siorr of . 'o'-violc'cc,fior'

t l re  t lor r r , r i r r  o f  r i t r r ; r r  , rc t ior r  to  th: r t  o I thc r r r ics qo 'crr r r r rg pcrsorr . r r  r i tè .It could hlvc appc:rrcd anrons thc ,rcnounccr.s, 
(sç,c Oguibéninc andI3i:rrdcau) rvho, i '  their qucst for pcrso,r,rl srlvrtro', cut trrc'rservcs of}-û'o'r 'rurrdrrrc sociar t ic.s, or it cotrrc'r h:rvc cvcrr corrrc fio'r a dy.:rrricprocess alrc:rdy prcscrt i, thc Vcclic s:rcrif icc.a I ' :r 'y ..r", n.u, u".icarly otr, asccticisnr servecl as l urodcl lbr cnlargcci concclrtious of non_violcnce, rvhich l inkcd togcthcr tu,o chur:rctcirstics.

The flrsr c'aractc.istic, as oguibé'i 'c cr'p'.rsizcs, is t 'c procl.cr ofrr i,ter.aliz:it ion of sacrif icc-, of :r churr'ci l i 'c of s:rcriûcial viorc'cc
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onto thc:tscctic hirnsclf-.  i - l is f ;rsts l trd privations, rnd thc thct rhet hc

thus be conrcs his or.vn oblat ion. nrc;rn that thc :rscetic :rccrrrnulates in-

side hinrsclf  :r  l -orrrr idable nr;rgicl l  powcr, rvhich rn:rkcs hinr into urr

c l )e lny  o r ; rn  l r l l v  o I thc  k inqs .  T l - rc  : rscc t i c  thcn  bcconrcs  s i r r ru l t : rn t -ous ly

rcprescnt : t t i vc  o f  bo th 'nor t -v io lcncc '  : r r r t l  l i n r i t l css  po \ \ ' c r ,  u l ld  u  cc l l t r : l l
and rccurrcnt l ler lrc in :r l l  reprcscl l t : l t iol ls pcrtaining to vioicncc errcl

norr-violcrrcc, ls thc nrajori tv of contr- ibutiorrs in t l ' r is volurnc shou'.
T'hc sccoud charactcrist ic is th:rt  thc rcl lor. l l lccr 's tron-violcucc rppc:lrs

ls l inked to his disirrtcrcst iu rvorlcl lv qoocis, rvhich is sonrct irncs highly

thcorct ic;r l  in rr:r tulr-,  es BoLri l l icr 's sturiv oinorth lndi;rn f ighting i lscct-
ics sl-rorvs. Strch cl isintcrcst cul) bc crrr iouslv rcintcrprctcd rvithin thc

contcxt oi pol i t ic l l  :rct ion b1' kings or those rvho phy t l ic ir  rolc, lnd
i t  u l lo rvs  t i r r  thc  l c { t i t in r , r t io r r  o f  : r l l  k inc ls  o f  cocrc ion ,  cvcn  thc  n ros t

brr.rt l l .

GUAI\ANT'EEINC OI\I)ER

At  no  r in re  c l r r r inq  thc : rnc icn t  per ioc l  d id  thc  qucs t io l )  o f  , r / r i r r rsa  ar rse
for thc krnq in cxcrcisinq l t is os'n t iruct iorr.  :rs is untlcr l inccl bt '  the
rvor:k oi IJi l r t lc:ru :rnd M:rl . trrroucl.  Thc king's lolc is to qunr.rutcc thc
ri ' . rr irr tcnlncc of :r  { lob.l l  orclcr, thc dltantta,;urd to th:rt  cncl practical ly

lul l  nrclns ;rrc ucccptrbl, . ' .
'1 'hus 

l \4.r l lnroucl,  in his rcnrrr.ks orr cl issu:rsion in urrcrcnt Incl ia, be-
gins rvith thc cl.rssic:r l  treatisc on thc alt  oirrovcrnnrcnt, thc,4rl /rrrsr l .crrrr,
lun.l  rcvculs thc t irnt l :rrncrtt :r l  prxql1111isrl  thrrt  shoulcl gruclc t l ic kine's
.tct iorts. Pclcc is rtot consiclcr-ccl as superior in v:r lue to \v: lr ,  btrt  instcacl
:rs onc possiblc forrn of rclat ionship ., , , ' i th other kingdonrs. Morcovcr,

thc 'goot l ' k ing  is ,  ubovc  l l l ,  l  v ic to r io t rs  k i r rg , : r  corc lucror .The tc r ro r
th lc  hc  inspr rcs  cx tc rna l l r ' .  l i ke  thc  th rc l t  o f  pun ishr r rcu t  (s 'h ich  is

supposccl to bc clc'ploi 'ccl rvi th discrinrirnt ion) l ' i thiu his kirrqdorrr,

cor )s t i tu tc  Drcnns  o i t l c tc r rcncc  to  n r ; r i r r t : r in  o r t l c r .  l s  rvc l l  l r s  uD inducc . -

n rc r i t  to  I r i s  s r r l r j cc ts  to  p r : rc t i sc  a l t i t t t s t r  in  t l i c i r  os ' r r  l i vcs .  Hcr " rcc ,

thc pc:rcc o[ thc kincr ' lour bcconrcs l  sign of thc c1u:r l i ty oi his rtr lc.

Thc  ic lc r r l  o i  non- r , io lencc  c locs  no t  in ip ly  t i ra t  r l l  v io le  nce  is  ro ta l l y
e  xc luc lc . l ;  r to t  on lv  i s  v io lc r rcc  l cq i t i r r r : t t c  rvhcn i t  i s  i l  l u : t t t c l  o i  sa lc -

tuardinq ordcr :rs :r rvholc, but l  rci irs:r l  to cl lgi lgc in i t  s 'oulcl actu:r l lv
bc  cor ts i r l c lcc l  : i  sc l ious  lapsc ' .5

Irr t l rc À'fu/rrr l i l tartt t  c1t ic, ls stucl i t ' t l  b1, [Si lr t lc:ru, this 'Pr:rqur:rt isnr '  is

Iocri tcd rvithin :r rcncl 'ecl pel 'spcctive thrrt  connccts r-ov:r l  po'uvcr :rnrl
individtr.r l  sl lvrt t ion. Thtrs, st1' les oi rcf lcct ion clcvcloPcrl lnronq thc
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rcnounccrs:rrc ir) troducctl  iDto thc epic aDd rtre exprcssccl iD thc ibrrtr
of pr. i isc tbr rcnunciat iorr of the t i-uits of act ion.Thc- kins rrrust act, :rncl
t l i is includcs ki l i ing hunran be ings, but he docs so in thc l l lnrc of d/ l( l / , ,r(r.
Pushing this r ldical perspectivc t irr thcr, thc cpic :rt l l rn.rs thrt rny nt-
tcntpt to cscapc from violence, undcrstood as an attrck on anv iorrn ot-
l i tè wlratsocvcr, is doonred to iai lure. Fronr this point o[ vicrv, thc :rs-
cetic is sinrply rvasting his t irnc. 'What counts is not abstcntion f ionr
violcnt :rct ion, but thc r iqour rvi th rvhich thc lctor clctecl ics l-r irnsclf
t-r-orn :rny pcrsonrl invcstnrent in his lct ion. Eaclr anrl  evcryone is
v io lcn t ,  bu t  c ; rch  and cvcryonc  can a lso  rcur l i r r  nor r -v io lcn t  i r r  h is
inncrurost bcing. I f  the legit iru:rt ion of royl l  violcnce is uot in i tsclf-
pccul iar to India, i t  untloubtcdly is :r  spcci l ical ly Lrr l i :rrr chlr:rctcr isr ic
to try to situatc thc pcrsonal salvation o[t]rc king within l .r is displssion-
atc cxercisc of unevoid:rtr lc dcstruction.

THREE DYNÂlv{lC ELEMENTS

Srcri f ici :r l  violcncc, intcrnal izcd violcucc lnd punit ivc violcncc :rrc
thc thrcc dyn:rnric elcrtrcnts lvhich, in practice, con.st l i l l t ly inter:rct lnd
conrbine ."vith elch othcr, so : ls to qcrlcratc r l  vl l r iety of configurations
:rt  t l . re helrt  of thc 

'cl :rssical '  
tradit ion. Morcovcr, :rs that tr :rdit ion is

rcinvcntcd, i t  cxpl ici t ly rcfcrs to thcsc three clcrncuts, as thc art icle by

Jai lrelot on thc'construction'of a tradit ion oiviolcnt untiorul isni âlnor)s
Chitpn'an I lrahnrins arnply shorvs. A tcrv othcr bricf cxarnplcs rvi l l
i l lustrete this.

In opposit ion to Shlkt l  secrs rcvcrir.rs thc Godrlr-ss, thcVaishnavitc-
trrrdit ion has 1;rogrcssivcly rcjcctccl thc i t lc l  t l r .rr  t l rc- ki l l ing of :rn:rrr i-
nr:r l  c:rn bc jrrst i t iccl rvi thin rhc tr ' :rnrcrvc'rrk of s:rcr i t lcc.A hlqioqrlphic
t:r lc t l 'oni the ciql.r tccnth ccutury, studicrl  bv Cli .rncntin-Ojhl,  shor.r 's
th l t  th is  Va ishnav i tc  co l rccp t ion  o f  'non-v io lcnce '  

f - i r r l l l y  t r i r . r rnphs
i-rccrrusc:r double cornpulsion is l t  rvork.Thcrc is t l ic cocrciort u' l -r ich
conrcs û'onr thc nr:rgicl l  po\\ 'er of rn ascctic, not.rbly rvhcn hc srrbrnrts
hinrsclf  to thc i ' tcrnal izccl viole'ce of a t .st,  and thcre is :r lso thc cocr-
cion u'hich courcs t- i-orrr thc Goclt less hcrscl i  rvho. oncc shc hls bccn
'cor ivc r ted ' to  

thc  super io r i t y  o i  d l t i r t t s t l t y  thc  hunr ln  s r r in t ,  docs  no t
hesitatc to usc- hcr \ \ 'c)polts to punish thosc rvlto clo rrot viclr l  to this
vicrv of dltanrt, t .

Thc f ighting ascetics, srudicd by Bouil l icr,  j rrst i t icd thcir ini t i ;r l  rc-
cruitnrcnt, in purt icular fronr rvarr ior castcs, iu tcrnrs of l  

'c l isintcr-

cstcd'nccd to protect the non-conrbltaut rcr lounccrs of t l -reir orclcr.At
issuc r.vrrs thc cicfe'cc of the dlt , tntu r,  rr lcqit iniat ion of ;rrurcrl  act ivi t l ,
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rvhich thcu rr l lorvccl solr lc ascctics t t t  hccotrrc t t tcrcct l , tr ics t lr  to cl is-

ch l rqc  thc  p l incc l ,v  l i rnc t io r r ; t t  t l r t -  loc . r l  l cvc l .  Fc i r rc t l  too  lb r  thc i r '

nr:rgicrr l  po\\ 'cr,  clcr ivcd t i 'orn thcir : lscct icisl l l .  sttcl t  t t tctr took .t  lorv ol-

t l t i t t tsa u'hich thtrs correspotrclc. l  i t t  pr,tcttcc to vclrct: l l lâl l ls l) l .

I r t  q c t t c r : t l ,  t b r  [ J r : r l r l t r i r r s : l s . l  ù , 1 \ ! c .  l l l ( ) l - ( ' \ o  t l r , r l r  f L l  o t l t c r \ " l l ( ) l l -

violcpcc' is a voc:tt ion. I tr  thc ce rt tr ;r l  i rrdt,rrr vi l l , rgc irr rvhich Ch:rnrbarc!

l ivcd, the Brlhntins lrc ccottotnic:t l ly :rncl polrt icl l ly 
'clottr i t tntt t ' ,  r t trcl

thcy cnsr.rrc rcsl)cct tor thc Ioc:r l  soci:r l  ot-t lcr.  As ( l l l : r t t lb:rrcl 's t l lsct lssic>rr

of thcir l 'ccorlrsc to vit>lcttcc shoivs, t l rrs ort lcl  is corrt l ,r t t ' .1 , ,r ' i t l i  t l lc

l - l ra l tn r rus '  c lc tcncc  o f  thc i r  o rv t t  pos i t io t r .  I  l c t i cc  t l rc  l l r ' ; rh l l r i r rs  thc t r t -

SeIVCS r lO r rOt  f i cs i t : r tg  tO ICsOr t  tO \ t to l tg - : t l ' l ) ]  l l l c tho t ls . l s  so( ) l )  i l s  thcy

percc ivc  I  t l i r c : l t  to  t l t c i r  pos i t ion .  u ' l t c t l i c r - i t  t -o t . t t cs  t lo t t t  . t  r l to . l i t l c , r -

t ion ci thc rcl: t t ions of porvcr rvi th thc scrvice c:tstcs, attr lcks ott t l tci t '

puriry or cloubts rborrt thc cthrrogr.rphcr. Ort c:tch occrtsit l r t ,  i t t 'c: tcl tcs

by othcrs cl 'cutc â crisis rvhich t l-rc l3r.r l l r tr ins : lrc t l r ' l ick to rcsolvc by

âl1y r lreans and rvith r ight cntircly ort thcir sidc.

Plerrt ly, kporvipg horv to evalu;rtc t |c extctt t  to rvhich t lrc rtsc oi

violclcc copforuts to thc iclc;r l  of ". lct: tclrnrclt t ' is 
ploblcrl tr l t ic.Tlrr,rs,: ts

Hcuzé dcl l lol lstratcs ir l  rclat ion to i l  col l tcr) lporrrry col l l ic lcl  ' r t  I) l r :rrr l- ' ; r t l

i r-r  lJih;rr,  such an idcolo*y tt f  clct. tcl t t t tct l t  is t i ic () l lc to rvhiclr recotrr: ;c

is  rn ldc ,  cvc t t  tq t l : ry ,  by 'pcop lc  \ \ 'h9 : t t ' c  P t t tsLr i r tq  thc t r  t l s ' t t  vcs tc t l

i l t tcrcsts, as rvcl l  ls thosc u' l lo:rrc l lot.  I- Icl lcc cvcrvol lc l l r()ccc! ls to

lcgit int l te his orvn violetrce rvit l -r  e vcr,v sirr i i l : rr- r 'hctoric, rvlr icl t  ptcx'cs

th:rt  in this c;rsc onc is clc:r l ing s' i th . l  sct oisl trrc. l  v.rh.rcs. Antl  i Ir ' io-

i cncc  isJus t i f l cd  rs  soo l l ; i s  i t  i s  t l cp l t> r ' c t l  i l t  t l t c ' r t : t r t l c  o ibo t l r , r  q l t lb : r l

ordcr l1d of t [c pcoplc u'ho rvi l l  e l) . joy thL- rcsrr l tr lq pcuc.-,  l t9q. '  c.r1

onc :rrr:r lysc thc siturtt ion o[ thosc s' l to : trc idcnti f lct]  r ts thc c:t t tscs oi

cl i .srtr ' . lcr,  bLtt * ' i l l  ol t t ' rr  ott lv L: lc t ]rc vict ir t ts oi thc olt lcr t ] l ; r t  is t l tr :rr

cstt i) l ishc(l?'1-his problcnt, nlorco\:r-r,  is ccinrp.rr: tblc t() t l rc ottc t-. t isc. l

!) '  Bier. lc;rg, rvl ictt  sl tc cl t iphitsizcs t l tc : tbscltcc oi rr corrccpt of thc
' r igh ts  o i  r t r ln '  { l / r r  lu : ln  in  thc  I } r . r l t r t r in ic l l  t r : t t l i t i o t t .  V io lc r rcc  i s

l )o t  so  rnuc l - r  thoug l t t  o f  i r t  t l l t i vc rs . l l . ' l t ro r . t l '  t c r t t rs  i t t  t -c l : r t ton  to  i t s

r, ict irus, but r l thcr iu thc contcxt oi : t  ploblc:n.tt ic t l i rcctct l  tos'. t t- t ls

l i rrr i t i rrg i ts in;rtrspiciotrs .ot lscrl trcrtccs.[t7 t  l t t  yctpL' lrdtors.

To c.rrclrrdc this scctiorr ' lct t ls l)otc th;rt  thc-rc ; t t-c ot l lcr I 'cprcst ' l l t i l t i () l15

o f  v ro lc r tcc  wh ic l t  ; r rc  cc l r r , r l l , v  t r ; r t l i t i o r l . r l ,  l t t t t  , lo  I ) ( ) t  s I r l l ) {  l l ( ) r l l

I l r . thnr i r r i snr ,  o l ' : l t  i c ; ts t  t rc  l )o t  rn . tde  cxp l i c i t  i r r  l l r : rh r r r i t t i c r t l  t cx ts ,

cvc l l  i f thc rc  l i t rv  bc  so l l l c  rcc ( )L l rsc  to  c l . rss ic l l  rc l i ' r c t l ccs  ( t i r r  cx : l l r rp lc ,

i ro rn  t l rc  cp ics ) .Thrcc  br ic i i l l L rs t r . r t ions  lb l lo rv .

l : i r s t ,  thc rc  r l c  t i r c  
' ch l t ins  o f  vc t tgc l t t l cc '  < l r  i ' c t t t l c t t : rs  11  l r i c l l  ; t rc

knos , r t  th to r . tghout  I r t t l i : r , ; t r r t i  l l r c  c l i sc r . l ssc( l  hc rc  fo r  F l i r l r r rc l l l l  l ) i r c lcs l l
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by  V id : r l  rnd  r rn tong thc  S ikhs  by  Drs  ; rnd  l l r r j , , va ,  rvhosc  : r r t i c lc
clescribcs ttvo oppositc lblnrs of vioicncc-rnartvrciorr i  l l t l  tctrcj-rrs
t t rodcs  o [dc f ln inq 'cor tunuu i ty '  iu  thc  contcn lpomry  pun j lb .  In  thcse
vcndctt ls, thc nrr.rrclcrs ; l l 'c ir l tcqr; l tct l  into rvcl l-dcf lnetl  Dlt t(-rns of
social . 'xchlrrqc :rnrl  r iv;r lry.

Sccorrt l ly, thcrc is thc ûttrrc <>f thc rnlrtvr, u,ho conccr)tr i l tcs withit)
hi ' rsclI  thc violcrrcc of- othcrs a'cl  rrot,  l ikc thc nscctic, his orv' .  TIrc
nr : r r ty r  t lans ib r r r rs  t i re  v io lcncc  ro  rv luch  hc  s r rbur i rs , : rnd  ic lc l l l y  ac_
ccpts rvi l l i rr ly, i ' ro r weapor :rgri 'st his ol.rprcssors (scc I):rs r 'cl  l laj , ,r ,a).
This is .  col lccptiol) of violcrcc 'uvhich, par.t loxicrr l lv, is ,ot , , ]r .r , ,-y, ,o
thr rcrrrovcd f l-orrr G:rndhi\ conccption of rron-violcnce; i t  is l lso tburrt l
in thc :rct ion of sonre dissidcnt M:rrxist tr :r t lc-unionists l inkccl to thc'tr ibal '  

:rnd Dali t  nrovcnlenrs (scc Hcr.rzé).
Thirdl l ' ,  there is thc ir161ççç1,rrr ot lcrc. l  t tr  s1r., ,  os,n vict irrr.This is l

tr icd uncl tcstct l  clcvice th:rt  consists of protcct inr-1 thosc rvho huvc bccn
rn;rclc to t :rstc'  agqrcssivc forcc, and i t  is ls nnrch :rt  s,ork in t lrc col l t lel t l
studiccl l -rv Hctrzcl,  :rs ic is irr  thc constructs of u. i tchcr-:rf t  i rr  Kcrlr:r
t lcscribccl byT|rrabout. Fourcldc'.s art iclc cl iscrrsscs thc so-c:r l lccl 'Crirnin:r l
Tribcs' oi coloni l l  India, :rncl hcr rn:r lysis oi the rel:rr ionship bct,,vccl
t l r i c ' i r rq : l l r \ l  q . : l l ( l i r rg  i r  s . r r t l r  I r t l i . r  shor , , , s  t r r . r t  t l r c r .c  i c  t l cpcr rds  or r : r
c o n r P l c x  s y s t c l l l  t b l  r l r - ' t ' o l l c c t i v c ,  r r o r r - l o c , r l i z c , l  r - c g r r l ; r t i o r r  o i
violc'cc, i '  rvl i ich idcls of ho'our urc jr .rst ls ' ruch i 'volvct l  :rs urr
u' i tel i 'q c. icul:rr io'  oicl :rnr:rgcs. such :r systel '  corr l t l  o' ly co'rc i ' to
cont ' l ict rvi th the l l r i t ish dcsirc to qurral i tcc thc nrnurtcnuncc of ccrr_
t lal izecl olr lcr,  as u.c-l l  es tvi th e vicw of socic-tv th;rt  tcrrr ls to cl ist inquish
sh:rrpl,v bctrvccn Policcrncn urrt l  thicvcs.

CONSTII.UCTING MEANINC

T. l rc  dyr r . . rn ic  c lc r r rc ' t s  o t r t l i ' cc l  ubo 'c ,  rv r i c th t ' r .o r  l )o t  thc ; . r r r i sc
ûorrr t l rc I l r :rhnrirr ical trrrcl i t ion, h:rr-c l  sinqlc nri .çol l 'ôtrc: to rcnrlcr
violcrrcc rrrc;rrr inqtir l .  Thc str-rdics irr this ," 'olLrrrrc slrcl , ,r .  t l r :r t  t l r is e l .rbor.r_
t iorr of nrcani 'g is oricntccl by t\ \ 'o prirrcip:r l  :rxcs, rvhich cLrt .cr.oss
c:rcl.r  othcr: onc cicl lnccl irr  rcl ;r t ion to thc lcr oiki l l ius:rrrcl  thc ot lrcr iu
rcl lr t ion to'rron-violcncc',  hor.vcvcr thlt  cxprîssiorr rrrav bc urrr lcrstootl .

THT SEMANTICS OF I\,IUI\DER

The clcrr i l l  of nrtrrt ' lcr in thc s:rcr i f lc i :r l  co'tc.t- ' to ki l l  is uot to ki l l ' -
rvhich is ;r  str ict ly rhctoricr l  rnocl i f lc l t ion of t l ic sclruptics of l1rrr. lcr
(sec otuibérr irrc), hls alrc:rd'  bccrr rrorccl.  J 'rrcrc ,rc, hr>*,evcr. , thcr
:lsDccts :rs rvcll.

ON THE CONCEPTS OF VTOLENCE AND NON-VIOLENCE I  2 I

Wirethcr sr<:r ' i f ic ial ot-Icr ing ol ptrnishnrcrrt  is involvcd, thc nrrturc of

thc vict irn is not r,ruinrport lnt (scc C)qtr ibérr inc :rncl IJi :rrclcer.r).  Thc

scrics of possiblc sulroqltcs in slcr i t lcc-i iorn huurrrrrs to uninuls, f-ronr

nninuls to Pl lnts-inrpl ics :r corrt irrr i tv oi bcines, :rs r l 'c l i  :rs l  trrrcl :r t ion

not  o f  thc '  r ' i o lcncc  donc  to  thcrn ,  bu t  o i i t :  r i sks  lo r  thc  sacr i f i cc r  an . l

t lms o i  thc  
' r r rc l r r in rd '  

conr .c1 'cc l  in  thc  v io lcncc .  ln  thc  s l rnc  u ' ;n ' ,

bcforc thc cl):rctnlcnt of l ;nr,s clurinq thc coloni:r l  pcrioci,  hLrni;rn l ives

wL'rc lrot cr lui l ' : r lcrrt  i rr  thc fhcc oi clc:rth. Evcrr rvhcrr ki l l ing \\ ' . rs cx-

ccutcd irr thc nurtrc o{ dltuttr, t ,  their v:r luc dcpcnclcrl  on t lrc c;rstc ot-

the  pcrsor r  rvho  cur r i cc l  ou t  thc : l c t , : rs  wc l l  l s  th r l t  o i t l r c  v ic t i r r r .K i l l i ng

a  Br lhnr in  i s  no t  t l i c  s ln lc  : l s  k i l l i r r { ; rn 'LJr r touchr r [ r l c ' ;  thc  t r . , ' o  : rc ts  do

uot  s ign i tv  thc  s l rnc  th i r rs .  Thc  nrc : rn inq  o i  t l r c  ; rc t  o i  k i l l i ng ,  rvhc t l ' r c r

i t  i s  l cc i t i r r ra tc  o l 'uo t , i s  no t  q ivcn  oncc  ar td  fo r  r l l  i n : r r ry  abso l r . r tc  scnse,

sincc i t  is iuscribct l  in thc i t lcoloqicl l  : lncl sociel rcl ;r t ions of pol,cr.

Morcove r, to lcqit inr:rtc :r  kr l l inq-in ;r slcr i t lcc, irr  a vcndctt:r  or ibr

t lre pr:otcct ion of dltanttn-- is l lso to cxoncri l tr-  the ki l lcr f lour thc con-

scquc l i ccs  o ih is  : rc t ion .  Lcq i t i r r r l t io r r  con f i ' r s  u  pos i t i vc  v l luc  o r r  thc  l c t

and in  iuc t  c l i r r i i r r : r t cs  v io lc r rcc : rs  s t rc l r  f io rn  i t . t 'O thr r  to rnrs  o iv io -

lcncc, hou.cvcr, r)L-\ 'cr lre or coukl bc cl inr inltcd irorrr soci l l  l i lc.Acts of

violcncc by othcts, s'hich l .rck thc lcqit irrracy th.rt  clu bc qrrrntcd to

otrc's otvn violcnr:c. :rs s'cl l  : ts r.r t i . lorrt ,  f i r t i lc violcncc, :rrc l i l l  t lcvoid oi

ethic:r l  r ' ; r l l rc. Frorrr the ki l lcr 's poirrt  oI r,rcs'.  thr r l ist inct ion bctrr 'ccn
'n rc l rn rnq t t r l ' : r r r . l  ' n rc r rn i r rg lcss ' r ' i . r l cucc  f i ' cc lucn t lv  u ,o rks  l rv  ca l l ing

or r  l  l l t t ' to l i c . r l  l . t r t s , r r . rq , '  o l -  t l cs i l r '  .u r t l  t re  c t ' ss i tv  i r r  l r  h ic l r  : r  l r ie l rc r

r r rcc l i : t t inq  c i l t c {o rv  i r t t c rvc r tcs ,  s t rch  ; ts  t l r c  qor ls ,  J l ta r t t t , t  o r ' t to l t -

v io lcncc ' ,  b t r t : r l so  lov r r ln , to  k i t l i  . rnd  k i r r ,  soc i : r l i s r t r  o r  p roercss .Thcr t

too ,  thc  cvr l r , r : r t ion  o i  thc  'ncccss i ty ' in  r lues t io l l  i s  inscr ibcd  in  thc

rcl:r t ions of porvcr.Attcr,r l l ,  ls thc, '1r l /rrr-çdJ/r ir  ( thc t lcl t ise lnalvscd by

Mahnioutl)  cnrpl115i2ç.1 lonrl  ugo, thc qoocl o[the kingdc-nr is idcntic:r l

rvi th thc kirrq's strr.rqqlc to rct, l i l )  [)o\\ 'c l- ,  .rnd this kind of :rrqunrcl l t ,

rvi thor,rt  sor.rnt l i r tq too t l iscord;tnt,  cln bc rcloprtcd bv thc Irr.r l le- l ikc

t r : rdc- t r r r ion is ts  o f  t l r r -  co . r l f re  l . l  ( scc  Hcuz i ' ) .

TI IE I(ELÂ-TI()N.\H]I) \ \ ' IT}J NC)N-\/IOLENCE

As rvc hlvc sccn, for dif l i rcnt spokcsnicn nnrl in cl i f fcrclt  historical

per io r is  o r  co l ) tcx ts ,  
'nor r -v io lcucc '  cnr r  t . rkc  on  vcry  d i t lè rcn t  l l l c ; l r ) -

iugs ,  such : rs  vcqc tur i i lu is ru ,  rc t - i rs l l  to  sacr i f i cc  : r r r iuu ls ,  dc t l chnrent

f ronr  thc  l r r r i t s  o f  l c t ion , ; rnd  (s iucc  Grndh i )  a  s ty lc  o f  po l i t i ca l  rc t i v i ry .

Mo l ' cove t ' ,  t l t l s  p t '11  t1 '111r '  i s  t t t t t l t t t t l . t c . l )1 '  css t ' r l t i . r l  i r r  o rJcr  t l t , r t  r ro i r  -

violcncc in i tscl l-  cnn rtorvl. l .n,s bc lcprcscutcd rs .r . , i rrq1c v:r l trc th;rt  is
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rv i r i c ly  shurc t l  t l tn r t tgbout  In t l i : r .  S t tc l r  t tn ru r in t i t y  rcs ts  o r r  : r  ru is i rnc lc r ' -

s t : r t rc l iuq  th r t t  covcrs  up : r l l  thc  v l r i : r t ions  and lcvc ls  o f  n rc ; rn inq  rvh ich

thc cxplt 'ssiol l  c. l l l  ussuln( ' .  Wlt:rtcvcr nrc:rrr inq is ;rccort lcd to i t ,  hou,-

cvcr ' .  t l r c  v r ' f  y  f - .1ù t  o f  rn r rk inq  r>u t  non-v io lcncc , : inc i  i l su r l l y  g l i l r t i l l q  i t

: r  pos i t l vc  c r , : r lu l r t io r r ,  L : l l l l l o t  bu t  l l l o ( l i i y  cor rs idcrab lv  t l i c  r r rc : rn inq

thrtt  clu bc :rssurnccl bv violcncc, cvcrr thouqlr i t  ciocs l lot cxpultrrc i t  or

f rcvcn t  l t s  lppc l l f : l l 1cc .

F i rs t  o i ; r l l ,  s i rnp lc  l c : r l i sn r  ucncr : r l l y  t l i c t r r tcs  th r t  non-v io lc r rcc  i s
on ly  poss ib lc  r f  i t  i s  r l c fènc lcc l ; rnc l  p ro tcc tc t l  b1 '  v i , ' r t " r , . " .Wl r r t  i s  thc r r
va l r rc t l  i s  thc  r rou- r ' io lc r rcc  t ] r : r t  v io le  r rcc  ; r l lo ' , vs . ' fh is  ou t look  is  dc-

scr ibe t l  i r r  p r : rc t i c l l l v : r l l  thc  l r t i c lcs  in  th is  vo lu rnc , r r rc l  i s  pcr l r : r1 )s  n ros t

s t l i k ing l l ,  i r r  r ' v idcncc  in  thc  s t r r r l ies  l ry  O l i ' r r rc r r t in -O- j l r l  r rnd  l lo r r i l l i c r .

Thcse tu'o :rt t t lxrrs opclr ui) i l  l lcw pcrspcctivc on lscr-t icisnr lry shorv-

i r rq , . rs  . r  ln . t t t ( ' r  r , i  f . rc t .  th l t  thc  ascc t ic ' . s  i r rd jv i t iu : r l  voc l t t ion ,  ( ) l ' r c l l t c r l

torvurt ls non-r, iol t :rrcc, rcclr.r ircs t l-r is iclcl l  to trc proprgrrtcd rvithirr
socict)/  rrrt l ,  i f  rrr 'c.ess.lr \ , ,  to l)c clcfcrrclerl  bv forcc of :rrrns.Thc r lrrcst tbr
non-v io l r r rcc -  o r )  thc  p l l t  o f  rn r l i v i t lu l r l s  th r rs  ap1- rc . r rs  : rs  u  cho icc  o i
l i lcstr, ' lc:rucl .rs:r rrror.r l  cutcrl t-rry th:rt  rvotr lcl  l rc inc;rPlblc of-rcl l iz:rt ion
or.rtsiclc thc nctrwrr-k oisor-- irr l  t ies, inclut l i rrg thosc trt  rvhich thc lscctrcs
:uc  su i - r j cc t .  Sr rc l r  r r  q t rcs t  thc rc fb rc  hus  to  t ; rkc  p l : rc . ' rv i th i r r  l  t -o rn t  o f
soc ic ty  thn t  n r lkcs  i t  f c ls ib lc .

F t r r t l r c r rnor -c ,  nor r -v io lcncc  is  onc  o i thc  csscnt iu l  c lcnrc .n ts  i r r  l c { I i t i -
ln l t in t  t l r c  rccoursc  to  v io lc r rcc .  As  Hcr rzé  no tcs ,  l )on-v io lcncc  th t ' r r

trrnstbrnrs scrrsclcss violcncc i l t to l l ic lningftr l  vrolcrrcc.Toqctl tcL' rvi t l i
t l l c  c lc tc r r r . : r ' t t  usc  o f  tc r ro r  ( rvc l l  t l i scusscd bv  N ' Iu l : r r r rou . l ) ,  non-
v io lc r rcc  thcrcbv  bcconrcs  : rn  c lcn icn t  o f -  powcr  : r r r , l  o i  t l i c  conscr rsus
rhu t  [< r r r r rs : r rount l  i t . ' l ' h r rs  l r  l c : r t ] c r .  i i l t r -  r r ' : r r r ts  to  l rc  c l t . r r rsnr : t t i c .  t r r r rs t
dcvotc hirrrsclt  to :rvoit l i rrq :r l l  t j i rccr cont.tct s ' t t l r  thc dcqr' ;r t l ing cvcnts
s' lr iclr  hc c. ln ncvclthcless [rc inst igi l t inq.

I - l c n c c  t h c  c o r r s t n r c t i o n  o f  n r c l n i n r l  : r r o t r n r l  v i o l e - r r c c  o r  n o r r -
violcttc. '  is ;r lrv:rys cf lcctc(l  Lrv t l-rc i t lcolosic:r l  ,rnd socirr l  lc l l t ions oi
p ( )wc l -  to  s ' l i osc  t i c tc rn r in : r t io r r  i t  i s  con t l ibu t i l i q .  A t  thc  s r r r rc  t i r t rc ,
s t rch  r r  cons t r .uc t io l r  i s  opcn bo th  to : r  rc l r r t i v i t y  o ipo in ts  c l t  v ic rv ; rnd  tc t
:r ccrt:r irr  nrci lsr lrc r>f spcciul iz;t t ion rr ' i thirr socict\r

Lct rrs f irst consi( lcr t l ic rt ' l ; r t iv i ty oi points of vicr ' , ' .  I i  violcncc is
dor rc  by  o thcr -s ,  cor rn tc r -v io lc r rcc  docs  l ro t  h , tvc  thc  s l r r r rc  n rc ; r r r i r rq  ln t l
is not t luly violcrrce al)ywily, i :rcc:rusc i t  is l  qucstion oi le qit inr:rtc

clcturcc. Suclr :r  Io{: ic clrrcrqcs strorrt l l , i rorrr t l rc rcirct i()r)s oithc IJr ' ;rhrrr irrs
in thc vi lhgc sttrdict l  b1' Chrrruburd, rrn. l  i t  is :r lso :rt  thc roc'rt  oi t ]rc
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discor.rrsc ol l  witchcralt  discr.rssccl byTrmbout.This kind of lrsutncnt is

r lso tbund arlrong lettcr-cl.ry r iotcrs. Invcrt inq thc rcl l t ionship bctrvccu

:lggrcssor lncl vict int,  r iorcrs j trst i fy t l )c tnrtssacrcs in rvhich thcy cngugc

by thc nccd to'r lctèrrd'thcursclvcs :ruci to' tclch a lesson'to their vict iurs.T

T l ic  le f fc r , : I s  o l )c  Inay ; rPFrcç i .1 tc ,  iuc  l l ( ) t  on ly  t r l r rL r lc  to  shr t rc  thc

a[gtcssors' poi l i t  oi  vie\\ ' ,  br,rt  sut]cr l  violcncc th.rt  is rr l l  thc grc.rtcr

bec:ruse t lrcy c:urnot n)Jkc i l lv scnsc oi i t .8 Thc rcl i i t iv i t) '  of points oi

vicrv is, in rddit ion, conrlcctcri  to thc fact that irr  Incl ia thcrc is no

unlnirrr iry ol l  thc vi l luc to bc r:rautcd to rtorr-r ' iolcncc. Ir tstc:rd ol-bcir lg

c o r r s i d c l e t l  . r s : r  \ \ ' ( ' : r l ) o r )  t o  t u r n . r t I : r i t t s t  o [ r l ) r c \ \ ( ) l ' s ,  i t  c , t t t  l ] s o  b c

denolrrrcccl es a siqn of s'c:rkrrcss (scc Jl l l ic loc, :rnd I):rs and I).r jrr ' ; r) ,  rrvo

x t t i tudcs  cxprcsscd th lo t r r rh  cont r : rs t ing  t r l co log ics ,  soc i l l  ro lcs ,  r r r t l ,

po l i t i c r l  s tmtcs ics .
' Ib 

t trrn now to spccrl l iz l t ion rvithin socicty: althor.rgh thc 
" ' iolcnt

dc icnce o inon-v io lcncc  can bc  c : r r r i cd  o t r t  by  thosc  rv i th :u )  in te  rcs t  in

thc Irt tcr:  (rs rnionq thc asce t ics studicci b,v l loui l l icr .rncl thc lJml.rrnins

dcscribcd bt 'Chrunbrrrcl),  in Int l i : r  i t  is nrorc usu.r l  to clclcg:rtc t l ic task

As t lre logrc oi cr: lstc tcst i l lcs, no ot lrcr socict l ' ,  Ircrh:rps, h;rs so clclr l t '

dr;nvn cl ist inct ions bctrvccn t l)c rolcs.rnt l  st: i tuscs of i ts urcnibcrs, ir t

sLrch  a  u 'a ) ' th r t  t l r c i r  bch : iv io t r r -c r l l )  l ) c  rcg : l rde( l  ; rs  pcr icc t l l ' l cq i t i r r r . r te

ancl t lcsir:rblc, without rr l ikc judr:enlcnt I)ci l)g appl iccl to socicty as ;r

r," 'holc. Thus, rrr:rrt) '  divcrqcrrt trrtclcrst l t tdirtgs and cv:r lu.rt ions oi vio-

lcucc ,  o r  non-v io lc r rcc ,  f  rnc l  cxp lcss ion  a lonqs idc  c lch  o thcr  by  bc i r rq

d i t i c rc r r t i . i i l y  l r t i cu l l t c ( l  in  soc i l l  g ro l r i )s  r tu t i  t c l : t t io t rsh ips .Thc  c l . rss ic : r l

: l rcl)ct,vpc oi thcsc rclrrt ionsl-r ips bcinq thc protectiort of 
'nort-r ' iolcnt '

I l r :rhrnins bv prrnccs :rnrl  rv:rrr iors s' l ic 'r  vulr,re t tghtirrq ( ir .rssionlcssi l ' ,  oi

cor r rsc ) . ' fhc  soc ia l  po l : r l i z - : r t io r r  o iv io lc r rcc  rvh ich  c r r tc r t l cs  f io r r r  th is ,

togctl ' rcr s' i t l i  al l  thc rcstrrct ions th:rt  i lorv lrortr thc dif l i rcnt lcvcls ol-

u rc . rn i r rq  ascr i l>cc l  to  ' v io lcncc '  o r ' l )o l l - \ ' i o lcncc ' ,  i s  thc rc fb rc  o t rc  o i

thc  c lc rncn ts  . l c f in ing  thc  i t l cn t i t l '  o isoc i ; r l  s roups .

CONSTI\Uc]TINC IDENTITIES

Violcncc, thc'rcl irrc, is rr cr i tcr ion by r. ' 'hich groups pl lce thcnrsclvcs in

l l iutui l l  opposit iol l  or i l rc opposcci f i -oru thc otrtsi t lc by othcrs.Thr,rs, thc

col i f lc ld sturl icr l  l r l  FIcuzé is scen : ls a violcnt pl:rcc' l r1'  pr-of lc l iv ing in

thc  r r r r lo r r r r r l i r rq  v i l l . rgcs .T l rc  l r l r c r t< t r t t c t to r t  i s  cvcr t  l l to rc  t l  u ( '  tb l  c : rs tcs ,

as ol)c l)r ; ly scc irr thc t l iscoursc on r, , ' r tchcrrf l  in Kcralrr,  in rvhich thc

l l lahnrirts i ls l i  groulr sccl l l  rxcl i l l l t l ) '  l ion-violcnt, rvhc't-c:ts t l tc lou' c;rstcs,
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i, co'trlst, :rrc clr:rrgccr u'itrr thc rvorst kirrcr.s of occurt viorc-'cc (scc
T:r rabo. t ) . l t  is  c 'uc i : r r  to  rotc  too thr t  the d ic t r r ry  probib i t io 's ,p" . r i f i .
to  c ; rch c: l -s tc : r 'c  a ls .  c l i rcct r l ,  corr 'cctccr  * . i r r r  rcprcscr i tu t ior rs , r t  * i , r -
lcrcc ( r rs  i r r r ' l ic tc t l  or ; r ' i r r r r r ls  i r r  par t ic . l ; r r ) , . , r .1  t i ' r t  th"r"  r .1rr" , " , r t ._
trons-;rlt l i ..gb oi)r ' io.sr), rot .rrlv trrcrrr ar-c trrcr.clbrc ccl)tf:r l to tl)c
cjcflnit ion of castcs :rrrc.l irrtcr_custc rcl:rt ionshiIs. In tr:rt l i t ion;tl socic_tv.
horvcvcr, thc conrplcxity oI thcsc l-cplcsclt: lt lolls tr. lr l ls tScrrt irrt. :r 'csscnti.rl lY flcxiblc fool tbr rrcfirrirrs itrcrrtit ics, n.rriclr i.s olrcn ro ti i 'crsc
points oi vics'. In sontc cascs, thouEh, eroup it lctrt ity [1s 6cc' cxte r._
rull l '  rcitrccl, 'orlbly by Brit ish r' lc-:r ' i-t lrc ,u"r,..,, r,:r l,cs .irvhich rr
*':rs :r vchiclc. crstcs irr rvlricl.r t i .qhtirrg *,.rs hir:hry 'al.ctl ,,r.crc cr:rssi-
f lcd :rs'nr,rr.ri:r l ' ,  though only i ithcy rvcjrc of nri. i. l lc or hiqhcr stltus, ()r.'crirnirrl l ' .  

i f thcy.,,",crc of' lou, sti l tus. I.-otrr.clt lcls sturl l. r_c_r,c:t. ls t irc st:rqc
at rvlt ich ccrt:rin c:rstcs wcrc siurulturrcousl,,, 1-:r'tr crirrri,,rrrzccr, i,r ,,;.,";';,,".;,;,;;ï;';;.'il,1i'1,]lli,,li'ii:,i",ïJ;
t l rc  i t lc : r  o f  .  r r ' i f i ' ' r r  crh ic . l  .o ,1"  tb . : r i l ,  t l ic ,sc ic . r i f lc ,v is iorr  crcr . ivec i
i l -or '  : r  k i r t l  o f  soci . r r  b ioroc isrr r  v i * . r .orrs  i r r  t r rc  pcr ior i , . r t r  thc cr t -_
ttr;rrrt ls inrposctl bY thc ccrrtr:rl izc-cl n):l ir ltclr;rncr- of-,-rrrlcr.

Morcovcr. in its concrctc rle|loyrncnt, violcncc cll l l  sc_L\,.: cithcr tcrcorst l tu tc  o.  t l issolvc soci : r l  t ics. : r ,cr  thrrs  crr t r ibr r tc  to t l rc  l : rs i r ior i r rq
oithc socirl rrror' 'olory. T*o of t 'c stu.l ics cxplicit ly ' l ;rcc c-'rp'.srs
o' 

.this ir. irrt,  ̂ l t l iotr{:h i '  thc rrrrjor:ity of rhe ort,,"r,, ,1,,, .rJr.., otviolcncc is :rlso ;rpparcnt just bclorv tlrc strrr;rcc. Vidul rlcurorrstr;rtcs Irorv
clrc vcrrdctt.s 'r 'hich opposc thc cr:rrs i '  Hi'r.chur p.rclcsh to c:rcrr
otlrcr ptrt irto play r crol)) ' lorl r it 'ar arrtl soci;rr r ' lrgrr;rgc, h'rv tlrcv
dcpc'cl o' riv;i lr ics b.t .r lso o' rcciprocrl obrigrrrio's rrctrvcc' t lrc cl;r 's,
lnti lrol ' thcy carr Lrc rcsolvccl throrrqh hcr.oi.- t l lcs tlrrt l irrk torrctht_r
;ulclcr)t:rrivcrslries. Silrultuneorrsll,., thcrcfirr.c, both flssiorr ,,,,1 fi,r i,r,,
; r rc  i r r  cv idcncc i r t  thesc 'cr r : r ins o ivcngcuncc ' .Thc s: r r r rc  pc l in t  is  

" ,1, , . i lystrcss.cd in I)as antl l):r jrv.i i  ;rrt icle ; as thcy slrory ;rrnorrs tlrc Siklrs, rhcsc
cic;rclly cxchurscs arc distirrctivc of thc J.rrs, rvho 'rc ih:rr..ctcr-ir., l  bythcse Purt icr r l l r  r i f ts .  Fur t l rcr r r ro.c ,  t r rc  Sikrrs  us ; r  rvhorc rc-c ' * r r izc
tltcir orvrr trrrif lccl, collcctiv-^ iclcrrtrty through thc unr.r1,r, lyho is urrothcr,
thoLrql l  i r rvcr tcd,  f igr r rc  of  v io lcr r r :c .

CoNcLusroN: "Il\ADrrroN' AND,MODERNIry,

I t  sho ' l t l  uor 'v  bc c lcr r  that  i .  I 'c r i : r  thc dc l i ' r i t . r t io '  o f  r rc : r r r i r rqrcss
vio lcr rce,  r r r r t i  thc vrr l t ' r t i . '  or  c{c 'ar t r . t ior r  of  ,o ' -v ior" , r . . ,  ao-r ro i
proccccl  rv i thor t  tcr rs iors or  corr t r lc l ic t io 's .  Thcsc cx is t  bcc,rsc of  thc
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incvitrblc cl isp,r l i ty oi vicrvpoitrts lr l lor)g thc prot lr lott ists. thc icleo-

log ic l l  rnscr ip t io r t  o i  v io lcncc  i t t  pos 'c r  le l ; r t io t rs ,  and thc  r l i ve ls i ty  o f

c lcnrcn ts  w i th i r r  l cP lcscn t . t t io i rs  o t -v io lc t tcc .  Accord ins  to  t l rc  h is to r i -

c . r l  1 rç1 '16 . [  .u tL l  t l r c  dor ) te . \ t .  in t , ' r ' I r ' , ' t . r t i t , r rs . r r rJ  rc r r r tc lp rc t i l t i ( ) r ' l s  c ( ) ru t '

int() pl: ly on t l iûi ' r 'crrt  lcvcls oicl tscottrsc, rtr t . l  i t r  r ' . rryi t tq tr: t t l i t iorr:r l  arrt i

inst i tut i t>n;r l  l i r tr t tcrvorks. Thtrs I);rs rrrrr i  I l rr ju' : t .  ;rs u'cl l  rs Fortrc:tclc,

shou' horv tr:r t l i t iort :r l  f i rrnrs oiviole t tcc (r 'cttgcrtt tcc, ir :r t t t l i t rv) t lkc on a

nc \ \ '  tw is t  u ' i th i r r  thc  j t rc l i c i : r l  s ,vs t r 'n r  cs t rb l i s l rcd  l ry  thc  l l r i t i sh .  T l tus ,

too .V i t l : r l  le r ,cu ls  thc  tc t rs io t rs  rvh ich  c , t r t  cx is t ,  rv i th i r t  thc  s l r t t c  t r : t c l -

i t io r r ,  t rcn 'u 'ccn  i r t t c rp rc tu t io t ts  c lc r i v ing  t l ' o rn  loc r r l  vc rs io r rs  o f  rhc

X,[altal i l tnrtta, conccptions f uri)olt inq to bc tuorc 'ol ' thodox' lncl rcfcr-

r inr: to , . : l : rssicul trc: l t iscs, att .1 t t to. lcLtt t 'c intclprct.rt i<'r t ts c-r i  t l ic lattcr.

T l r e  o s r c l ) s i i r l c  u n i t v  t h . r t  s c c r t t s  t o  h , t v c  b c c n  c i t c c t c d  b v  t h c

[ ] r . r l r r t r i r r i c , r l  i r ' . r . l i t i o r r - t l r c  k t '1 '  r ' c t i ' r c i t cc  i r ( ) in t  t i r r  r r  r r r ; t jo r  | , r r t  o t -  t l t c

popt r l : r t io r r  th ror . rqhor . r t  thc  ccr r t t r t - i cs -< t l i c r t  : rc t t r : t l l 1 '  c t> t rs is ts  o f  : t

rc l : r t i v izu t io r t  ru r l  h ic - r ' : r rch ic ; t l  e r i ld i l t io t r  t> f  t l i : t inc t  I )c r5PCct iv r5 ,  . t t )d

not  o i thc i r  c l l ; rcc r r rc r t t .  More  so  th . r t t  r i t t r : t l  o r  socr r r l  p r r rc t i ccs  in  t i rc

s t r i c r  scnsc  o i th t :  t c rn r .  i t  i s  conr r r r< 'u r  rhc to r ic : r l  t i r r rns  r r 'h ich  ; t rc  t l re rc ' i rv

iu rpc- rscc1 .  In  the  l l r . rh ru in ic : r l  t r : r t l i t i o r r ,  t l i c  h igh  v : t lu : i t i t t t t  o f  
' t to t t -

v io lcncc ' -pos tu l : r tc r l  l r s  s t t I c r - to l  to  v i t r l c t t t . c  I t t t t  t to t  cxc l t t s ivc  o f  i t -

coulcl not hl 'e- bcert thc oLr. jcct of : t trv cotrsctrstts t t tr lcss i t  rv:rs fotrnclcd

or r  t l r c  t l i vc rs i t l '  o f  in tc tp rc te t io t rs  s ; t t rc t io t tc r l  b1 '  t l r c  po lyscr r r ,v  o [ ' r ' i o -

l cncc '  : rnd 'uor . r -v i r ' r l cnc t - ' .Thc  co t t t i t t t r i t v  o f  thc  tmc l i t ion  is  on lv  rn r tdc

poss ib lc  b -v  t t rc ; r t i s  o i  thcsc  co l ts t . l t ) t  rc i t t t c rp rc t : l t ions ;  thcy  l t rc rqc  i t t to

rhc  t r : r i ' l i t i on  : rn t l  rc r t r l c r  i t  inc lc : rs ing l l '  cor t t l t l ca ,  and thcy  : t l so  bccot t rc

so nruch irccr bccausc the tr:rcl i t ior i  ;r l los,s tor thc rctcntiot l  oicotrtr: tst-

i n q  p o i n t s  o i v i c n .

A siqrr i t lcrrnt rclbl 'nttr l :r t ion is t t f  fcrct i  b,v thc sccrtr ir telv opposcrl  tcrt-

c lc r rc ics  rcprcsc l l t cd  b1 '  G: rndh i , r r r  i c lc ls  : rnd  mt l i c r l  I  I in . l t r  r r r i l i t : r r t cy .

J . r t i le lo t  i r rdccd  cnrp l r r rs izes  t l r , r t  thc  l \ vo  opposcc l  s t r : r t cq ics  t l ke  t rp

thc i r  pos i t ions  t l c in i l  a  co l l ln lo r l  pc rccp t ion  o f  ' l - l i r t c lu  v t r lnc r : rb i l i t y '

: r t t l i b r r tcd  to  soc i : r l  d iv is io , rs .  
- I ' l r c  

r> t tc ,  fb l lo* ' i r rg  G, r r tdh i ,  s t r i vcs  to

t r ' : r r rs fb rn i  
'uon- r , io lc r rcc '  i t t to  r t  po l i t i c : r i  s ' c lpor t . ' fhc  o thcr ,  o r r  u 'h ich

J : r f i i ' c lo t ' s  cor r t r i [ r r r t io r t  i s  foc r tsc . l .  sccks . to  p ro l t ro te  r t  sc l l sc  o f  s t re  l iq th

th rour lh  l  r r r : r r t i l l  c thos ,  in  rvh ich  po l i t i c l l  t to l r -v io lencc  is  sce t t : t s ; r t r
' c rnascr . r l r r t ion  o i thc  H inc lu  cor t r t t ru t r i ry ' .T l i c  nvo  opposcd v ic rv l - ro i t t t s

arc  c r rq rqcr ' l  i r r  rcc rc : t t i r tg  t l to ro t rqh ly  the  
' t r ld i t ion ' rvh i l c -  c la i rn i r re  i t

for t l -rcursclvcs. G:rncl lr i 's conccptiolt  of t tott-r ' iolcrtcc is lrrcnriscd otr

l r i s  pcrson: r l  rc ld ing  o i thc  l l l r , lq r r tud  C i td , ' '  thc  vc r ) ' s ; rn tc  tcx r  * 'h ic l t

l cq i t i r r r . r t cd  Gandh i ' s  r rssnss i t r l t io t t  in  l - r i s  t t r t r r r l c rc r ' s  cvcs .



26 I I)ENIS VII)AL, GILLES .fAI{AI]OUT 
ANI) El{IC MEYEI\

It i  al l  this, ol)c sccs ;r str ikirrg f :rct :rbout t l
extcrcl irq thc f icki of ' . ' -r . iolcr., ." ,u , . , . , , ] f  . : . : : l : :"11'"t ' :y 

cpoch. IJv

: i  co'fcxt irr  rvrr icrr wcstcrr , , , l r l trcs rvcr-c , , . , , . , , t '  
t t t t , . , ,  as l t  * 'holc, witrr irr

rtoxrc:rll1' co'rrir,urecr to thc ci.vt'ro;;.,;;:.-iii'iïl:l'l"t;]:i'::lfi';';
bc sccn  i r r  : r  r r r r r tu : t l l ,i.s ,,iorc,cc .,, ,, ,, ,;,i]ilïï:.:l,_iiï îU::;:î:iïï:l*ll*,1
stcr) rlr t lrc .cirr 'crri iorr oitr:rtrit. iorr,r '.1 rclrrcscrrts trrc ctrrrcrrt sti lgc i l l  ; lpl '()ccss u,hic]r h;rs rurrloubtcclly. ,r"v", ,toi.,p.,. l. 

-

NOl'hS

'flr is 
tc.rt lr.rs lrcrrcilrctl

cré,rc.ti,r-().irr.r. r,,rro ::î'i,:lïïil:]li::i ;ij ' '"rc 
Âss.*.rq;,r,r c.rtrrcrrrrc

oi . r '  Err r : l rsh , r . , , , , t . , , io , ,  , r r  ; ; : l ' " : j ] , ' ] l i ' : '_ . .1 ' , "  
a  , l ighr t l  . r r t . r1,6g1l  'cr .s iorr

s(,r,/, ,rr,,; 1{cJ,,,,,.,,. ,.,'i'0.'l-:;:ii:li:]], ,l;,ï]:':1.l.ll]l]:],",1,J"illItr ,,,
* ' l l t  rrr r 'c *.oLrl t l  l ikc t .  t l r .rrk lrc.rrtr l i . .  

' l 'd Ircp:lrc( i  l 'v CJ. Ftr l lcr

1. lJ. I).rrckh, Cntrdlti,s l\,.litiatl I)ltiloso1ilt1,.:1 C;ririatl E.\dutittùtiùn (Lonclon;M. rcnr i l lau .  l9 t t9 ) ,  p  1 f . t .
2'  scc' for ex;rrrrplc. Ertt ,rcs rrtrr,rrcs, t)5-9(t:  Lalrolt ,rrrc (. f l ly,-Dcccrnbcr l9rJ.r),' rrrt l  l )  l { icircs (ct l) .  I , ' l tc,1rtr,  ^yro/,rç;,  ' ,11) ' i" i , ,  , ,r '  (o.r(brr l :  i } l ;rckrvclJ. 19136).3 scc \/e crra D:rs (c.r.) ,  , \ ,r ,rn,rs , , f  r . ,or i , ' , ,r .r , ,  Cu'), , , , ,)) , , , , , , i r ,-r ,  / t ior-r , t t trr  Srrn, ir , , , t .s rt tSotrt l t  t ls i , t  ( l )cl l r i :  ()_rlbr. l  U,r i""rsrty f , .rr ,  i rrUt.4  A  por r r t  o f  i * r '  t c [e  ' t rc . l  bv  J .c i .  i i : : * , . ; , , , . , , , .  .N . r r - r . i ' ] c .cc  

. r ' t r
-  

s . rc r i f i cc ' ,  I r t lo lo ,g r ' ; , t ' ] ,u t r t t t t , t t s i , r .  i : .  f  rS . l .  i r r ' i ' l  r_ :Z5 .  I r r . . th is  resPccr ,  thc  IJur lc lh is t , , . , . , . " , , , r , r , i t . i ' , '
str l i  ur,;rc i i , r , , , i , l . ,ùt. ,  corrr,r(t i .r ior)5. r ir .  B,., l , t1l i . , l ' , ] : . ] l . ] t  

to cc,pc' *, i th
ric';r.r ro1'.ri 1:ior1,,.. r,)' ., srrcci.rriz.,,'",, ,,i,,'il]li ' ;:1,::::iilt 

Icgit':,';'r-
' ) '  In  co l ) r r1 ls r ,  in  I ru t r t r l r i s r r r . , r , .  rn r ' " l . l i *n ' r " r . ,n , " , , . .  rs  uor  c fhccr r . . rn t r
r  I ' l ) l u r \ ( "  

c ( ) ' \ ( . r l l l ( ' l ) t l ) .  
I . 1 . , r . ,  , t r r  l 1 r r 1 r111  1 ,1111  ' . , r 1 ./ .  t \  [ , l r . r  t l r . r r  r s  r r c l l  i l l r

c.r'r'urr.rr 
",u,.,,..,,' 'J,l'i,li- il* )ï:;:;,'ï'"lcrtrs 

itt tle :r'.rlvsis or
1:1 t .261- -7 , ) .  

I ( t  l t t ( t td t t  ' l t r r / t ) / r l ( ) ' ,  t t . s . ,  2 ( r :  2 ,  1992.
l l .  On this sr.r[>jcct. scc r l

Dc lh i  i '  l 9 f i4 . 'oLr r  l l . ] " i1 " : l l * l f ] "  
' r r t i c lc  bv \ tc r t ' t  D ' ts  o t t  t l t c  r io ts  t r t

, ,  
, \1 r r r , r r .  u r r i , , l , , r , , '  p . . ] ; : j , j "  

c r ) ' '  )o ' r  w 'o rk  ro  l i s tc r r ' ,  r r r  D . , ,  ( . . i j ,
' 

ill''Jll,:lilï Ïi;,t*,,]1"^f1: :ll: ':tcc'lr to j.stirv,rris, risic,,, or trrc- c,ir,,,,c. r,r isri.rrri ,,r,f;.,,:i, ;]::,li.._ï],Jl]ïJlï]li l:l::l ,l::,,^ ,..: t.ri,,* .,
Hirtittr Drttritt,r (Ar,r'ctt.r'.r.r: N.,"a;,,.,,'i,";,;,î,,;l.J'ïii.,il.,ïrT0,".,',',,',

The Vioience
or Ascetics in

of the Non-Violcnt,
Conrbat
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Thc or iqrrr  o[  thc Lrk i rs qocs brck,  as I  s . r i r ] ,  to R:rvaru r .vho lost  h is

Entpirc to Ruuta at tc l  u 'ho s ' , rs  so r1cc1. ly  d isplc. rsct l  b1 '  thc ioss th:r t

hc  r cso l vc t l  t o  \ v . l l ) dc r : r r o t r r r t l  r hc  n ,o r k l  r s  a  v : r gubo r r c l .  poo r . r nc l

s l rorn of  . r l i  posscssiorrs,  cvcrr  i rs  vcr l  c lothcs.  Scvcr, r l  pcoplc f lockcd

t , ,  i , ,11. . r . . , ,  l l ,n , . rn.r ,  for  i t  r r , . rs , r  l i lc  th:r t  g: rvc t l lcnr  conrpietc i rccr lonr.

Sir rcc thr-1 *cr-c rcvcrcci  . rs  s. r ints,  thcy h.rc l  cvcry concer\ ' . ib lc  ch.rr rcc

to  c t r r nn r j t  t hc  s i ns  t l r c l  t l c s i r e r l .

J I iAN-i lAl ) l  l )  I  t ;  I ; \ \ 'L l l l . l l t r l i

ut Tirr,ytic, ctt Ptrsc ('t du.\ IndcsLc-ç .si.r ltfr(c,i

I \crrrrr ici .r t ion, clct lchurcnt i i -orn Ir lssiot i  :rnd t lrc .rscct ic l i f l  :rrc t l rc

va l r rc .s  th ; r t : rp l )c . r r  to  bc  ind isso l r rb lv  l inked in  In r l i , r  to  t l i c  idc l  o f
' r ron- r ' io lc r rcc ' ,  o i  rcsp , - ' c t  f  o r  l i f i '  i r i  l l l  i t s  to rnrs .  o f  to lc r ' . r r - rcc .  Accor t l -

ing to thc I) l t :rrnr:rshrstr-.rs, thr- Slnnvrsi 'shoukl rt lovc : ibolrt  :n'oiclrng

al l  t lotrtr lcs or i11un, t() cl-c;rturcs, shoul. l  rrr;rkc l l l  crclturc sltc rvi th

h i r r r ,  shou l . l  bc l r  rv i th  ind i t iè r ' cncc  : r l l  c l i s rcspcc t ,  shou lc l  eu tc r te in  ncr

arrgcr torv:trt ls hirtr  s 'ho is l i rr ious rvith hirrr ' .r  ,4lr ir t ts,t  is thc t lrst of thc

f lvc grclt  voss, f ive irrport:rut cornrnitnrcr.rts rcr l tr i rcd to Lre rn.rclc b1.

lrnv i)cfsol l  sce kirrq .çr lrr)/rr-çr l .  I  hcsc t lvc vorvs (rvhich r l 'c no dit^lcrcrrt

f i -onr thosc rt t .rclc 'bv J:r ir t  or lJLrtLl lr isr t trot iks, l 'ho nrlkc ,r/r ir i r .r ,r  tht-

Srrp11-111ç \1.r lLrr:) :rrc thc t l 'c ),r l l , rr .( ,  t l rc f i r 'c ubstincnccs s' lr ich consti-

t r r tc  th r -  f l r s t  o t -  the  c igh t  s t lgcs  lc : rd inq  to  t l rc  t r l t iu r . r tc  c lc t r rchr r rcu t

t lcscr i l -rccl i  n P;rt .r  r  r  j .r  I  i 's ) i rq,r-,r  r  /r i r-c. l

Thc Slrrnv;rsi 's c:orrrnrrtnrcnt to rch':r in frorn int l ict inq h:rrnr on . lny

crca turc  i s  so lenr r r i zcc i  d t r r inq  thc  r i t c  o f  e r r t ry  r r r to  thc  s ta tc  o f  s , l r l y , r - r , r .
' f l i c  

l z i . c i -ç / r t l r t  D l tu t t t t t s t r l ta  ( l zhs . l0 .1 )  c r lo i r rs  t rpon the  l ' c l lounccr ' to

dcp l rs  f ronr  l r i s  ho t rsc  . t f t cL '  q iv inq  t l rc  q i t t  o f  s r fc ty  ( , r1 , / rayadtks l r i t t , t ,

ab l t t ya la t ra )  to  a l l  c rc l tu rcs ' . r
' - fh r 'g i f i  o is . r tu t1 ' , ' r v r i t cs  C) l i vc l l c  ( l9 i i - l :  l l ( r ) , ' i s  thc  r i tL r . r l  c r i l r c .s -

s io t r  o i  r t r r t - i r t j r " r r '1 '  (a l r i t r t s , t ) . '  
' l - l t c  

B , t t r , l l r t l ,nnû  D l tûn t t i s t t t r t  (Pro to-

IS t t t  2 .11 .23 ,  i r t  O l i vc l l c '  l9E4:  121)  cx tcnr is  th is  rv i th  thc  n rc t : rp l ro r  o f


